INSIDE: Birkel learns the basics in National Guard

SCOTUS CENTRAL CATHOLIC

Rocxk Borrom

Columbus, Nebraska

September, 2001

Volume 4, Issue 1

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

News of attacks halts school day; stuns students

Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporter

July 4, 1976. April 12, 1861.
December 7, 1941.

Now, September 11,2001.

The events that occurred
Tuesday, September 11, 2001,
and all subsequent events,
have earned their place in his-
tory, along with these other in-
fluential dates. Whether or not
it is truly realized, the terrorist
attacks against New York and
Washington will be docu-
mented in future generations’
history books as one of the
most intolerable, barbarous acts
of crime against this nation.

Some in our community may
think they are too far away for
this terroristic wrongdoing to
affect them. Others know the

solemnity of this issue. At
Scotus, moods were mixed.
Many were worried about the
consequences of the attacks
and how the U.S. would react.

“Thirst for vengeance will

(11
I’'m not surprised at all.

Everyone hates the
USA except the USA.
-Senior Tim Mlinar
29

lead to acts that could be detri-
mental to our future,” Father
Steve Emanuel said. “Forgive-
ness with a sense of charity,
especially for those who have
suffered, will be overshadowed
by our need to show we are

In times of crisis, USA
needs to love its enemies

The skyline of New York City
has been forever changed, and
even though our tallest build-
ings may have crumbled, in the
aftermath of the disasters in
New York, Washington, and
Pennsylvania the spirit of the
United States has risen together.
Americans have united in such
a way my generation has never
seen before. Everywhere there
is a feeling of nationalism. All
over the nation people did what
they could to help, from clean-
ing the debris to donating
money in the plastic containers

at restaurants. The terrorist at-
tacks shook our nation, but the
responses the American people
have shown lives as a tribute to
those who lost their lives.

President Bush called for im-
mediate action against this at-
tack on the U.S. Within one day
of the attack he had declared an
unofficial war on the terrorists
and soon after Congress voted
to fund this assault against our
faceless, countryless enemy.
Americans backed the govern-
ment on this decision.

We as a country have the ca-
pability of incinerating our en-
emy with the biggest nuclear
warhead we can dig out of our
stockpile if we feel the need. In
reality we will just pelt them with
abarrage of ballistic missiles. Is
blowing a bunch of Arabic fa-

See Staroscik, page 5

Seventh graders getting
the hang of new school

Matt Krings
Staff Reporter

As they dash down the halls
with every book they possess
on their back, they make sure
they are at their class with at
least two minutes to spare. Their
heads are on a swivel checking
out every classroom number to
make sure they don’t dart into
the wrong room.

Every year they seem to get
smaller and smaller, and with
each year there seems to be
those new little kids which we
know nothing about. Although
older students like to make
jokes, everyone should stop
and remember what their first
year at Scotus was like.

Many seventh graders heard
that Scotus was easy compared
to elementary school, and they
still think so now that they are
here. Seventh graders Austin
Kuta, Jessica Aerts, Mark
Siegel, and Lizzie Powers said
that this year was going to be
easier than sixth grade, but they
would just have to wait until
their first quarter report card to
see if their predictions were true.

“Mrs. Malicky’s class is
pretty much really easy,” Kuta
said. “And I like her missing
toe. So she would have to be
my favorite.”

While some like classes for
their relative ease, Mark Siegel
looks for the humor when pick-

See 7th Graders, page 5

strong.”

Speech and Drama teacher
Sandie Bernt was also worried
about the consequences of re-
taliation. She said she hopes
these attacks do not lead to war,
but she feels war is very pos-
sible.

Indeed, the United States’
urge to flex its muscles could
lead to a war. Students even
talked about another World War.

“It could be World War III,”
sophomore Kyle Torczon said,
“and I want to get drafted.”

Responses of “Bomb ‘em,”
and “Nuke ‘em,” were numer-
ous, but that raised the ques-
tions, “Bomb who? Nuke who?”
At the time of the attack, no evi-
dence singled out one country
as leading the assault, and the
terrorists themselves were also
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Freshmen students watch the shocking events unfold on Sep-
tember 11. Several classes deviated from normal routine to
watch the news coverage of the terrorist attacks.

anonymous. While many
Scotus students and staff were
intent on violent retaliation, or
praying for forgiveness and
staying out of conflict, still oth-
ers were simply indifferent.
“I’m not surprised at all,” se-
nior Tim Mlinar said. “Everyone
hates the U.S.A. except the

LL.SA7

Regardless where one’s heart
sides, whether it be fear, forgive-
ness, vengeance, or indiffer-
ence, one fact is still for sure:
This attack will be recorded in
the annals of history. Whether
or not these records will be for
the better or for the worse is up
to the American people.

urged to fly their flags.

The banner yet waves...

The flag at Pawee Park flies at half-mast as a sign of sorrow for the lives lost in the
terroristic attacks. In the wake of the tragic attacks, people around the nation were
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I have a horrible disease.

And I'm not just saying that
because I'm a hypochondriac.
Normal people (such as you) are
blessed with a filter located be-
tween the brain and the mouth.
The disease I am afflicted with
gradually eats away this filter
causing extreme bluntness and
speech without thought. Over
the years, my filter was slowly
consumed by this illness caus-
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The attacks on America that
occurred September 11,2001, are
indeed very tragic, and my heart
goes out to anyone reading this
article, and even those not read-
ing this article (but more so
those reading the article), who
has been personally involved in
this catastrophe. I know this is
a very serious issue, but I
wanted to step away from the
graveness of the issue and let
out something that really an-
noys me: television reporters.

My heart also goes out to
whomever had the brilliant idea

A guide to school, diseases, and other

ing me to say things that I didn’t
mean at the time.

As of today, I have no filter
to speak of. This is why I am the
opinion editor. My opinions are
not merely my ‘opinions’, but
rather unprocessed thoughts.
So bear with me throughout this
disturbingly long school year as
I share these unprocessed
thoughts with the people of our
school and community.

The first month of school is
always the most painful. We be-
gin our year with the hopes of
heat schedules, free jeans days,
and the idle wish of air condi-
tioning. But as we enter Scotus
on our first day, the sweaty truth

falls upon us heavier than the
used towel of a fat man. Sweat
drips down our backs as we at-
tempt to be alert in math class.
Those of us lucky enough to

If everyone was the
same, life would be
like high school...

have a computer class in the air-
conditioned labs savor our time
in the sweet reprocessed air. On
our way down to lunch we en-
counter the red-faced seventh-
graders after their first cardio-
vascular exercise administered
by Mrs. Tooley. As the invigo-

rating scent of floor wax wears
off, our janitor friends are spot-
ted showing signs of adversity.
But it’s not so bad. For those
of you who were granted coor-
dination, you have your sport-
ing events to look forward to.
For the intelligent members of
our student body, you have the
big test next week to anticipate.
And for the social butterflies
among us, homecoming is next
month! Better get a start on find-
ing a homecoming dress suit-
able for prom and a prom dress
suitable for a wedding!

Yet what lies in store for
those of us who are not excep-
tionally brawny, bright, or back-
ward? Could it be study hall? A

‘big words’

couple of Mr. Mahoney’s
Geocodes? Though both op-
tions are extremely profitable,
the answer you were looking for
is... the school newspaper!

Perhaps not my article, (es-
pecially if you had to look up
the word ‘hypochondriac’) but
several of the other articles are
illiteracy friendly. And that’s a
good thing in this world of sham-
poo bottle instructions.

I will leave you now with a
‘deep’ thought: “If everyone
was the same, life would be like
high school.”

Now I'm outta here faster
than a fat girl in a dodge-ball
game...

The American way to hide a president

to take President Bush to Offutt
Air Force Base and stay in the
underground tunnels due to the
attacks. I mean, it is the perfect
place. He would be in the center
of the country with plenty of air
defense above him, a long

map that says “BOMB HERE”
in bright red letters with an ar-
row pointing at Offutt? Terror-
ists had already hijacked four
planes we knew of. Who was to
say they hadn’t already stolen

was on board with several of his
staff members following in other
planes. Great! While they’re at
it they can dress the president
and his staff in brightly colored
suits and paint big red targets
on their chests! That way,

way to walk for anyone at-
tacking from the ground, and
his hideout would be a “se-
cret.” Anyway, my heart
goes out to whomever that
person was because they

Why not just give the
terrorists a map saying
“Bomb here” with an

arrow pointing to Offutt?

anyone who wanted to, such
as terrorists or assassins,
could find the president and
his staff at their leisure!
Wouldn’t that be nifty? (I'm
sure one of last year’s presi-
dential candidate’s mud-

had their idea shattered by

television newscasters that
day.

On international television,
reporters blatantly announced
exactly where our president was,
how he arrived there, and when
he arrived there. WHY?! Why
didn’t they just give every
single terrorist on the planet a

more to use for bombs that we
just hadn’t found out about yet?
If they’re on target, they could
kill the president. If they miss,
they still blow up a U.S. Air
Force Base in our own backyard.

Newscasters even filmed Air
Force One landing at the site
and announced the president

slingers probably wishes
these reporters were around
when their wooden candidate
couldn’t count on the perpetu-
ally perplexed Floridian voters.)
While some readers may
agree with me, there might be
that one reader out there, pos-
sibly a television news reporter,
who’s thinking ‘But the terror-

ists were either dead from the
crashes or still on the planes
being hijacked, so they couldn’t
have been watching televi-
sion...’

In case that one reader is out
there, first of all, not ALL the
terrorists are dead. Secondly, if
they can hijack a plane, I think
they could use a walkie-talkie!

Once again I apologize and
feel sympathy for anyone af-
fected by this tragic event—
which is really all of us, because
this will affect the entire coun-
try and all other parts of the
globe. I also apologize to the
person with the idea to put the
president in a secret hideaway
for the tragic stupidity of televi-
sion newscasters who didn’t
realize the president’s locale
should be just that: a “secret.”

Scotus heat day policy needs more attention

Rules are rules. They are sup-
posed to be followed, especially
by those who establish them.
Early in this school year the heat
schedule rule has been ignored
when the generally forecasted
temperatures were in excess of
90 degrees, causing a rush of
negative backlash from stu-
dents and faculty alike.

The September 4, 2001,
weather forecast called for tem-
peratures over 90 degrees Fahr-
enheit. The normal measure for
a day like this would be start
school at 7:45 a.m. and dismiss
at 1:33 p.m. The rule was not
honored, and students and

teachers sweated out a miser-
able full day of school, whining
and complaining the entire way.
Several teachers were upset,
while others were angered by
students’ lack of academic en-
thusiasm. The students had ev-
ery right to be upset. It is not
right that teachers can accuse
students of being weak-minded
and unmotivated when the very
rules that hold this institution
together are not even in play.
A source that wishes to re-
main anonymous pointed that
there is no entry for heat sched-
ule policy in the school hand-
book. While this is in fact true,
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the topic is well outlined in the
first issue of Shamrock Lines,
the school’s newsletter:

*“ If the heat requires us to dis-
miss early, classes will start at
7:45 a.m. and end at 1:33 p.m.
The heat schedule will be used
when the temperature is fore-
casted to rise above 90 degrees.
Students will be notified a day
in advance.”

This policy exists for the ben-
efit of both the physical and
mental well-being of students
and staff, especially for those
stuck in the sauna that is the
third floor. As long as the policy
is there, whether it is in the hand-
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book or not, it should be applied
consistently.

What should be done?
Should all students receive an
apology? Not necessarily.
Should we throw out the rule?
No way! This is simply a matter
of common sense. From now on
the rule needs to be followed as
it is stated. How would the
teachers like it if students de-
cided to untuck half of their
shirts all day and say that it is
fine because they’re “kind of”
following the rules? That would
be found unacceptable, and im-
mediate action would be taken.

There may be one source pre-
dicting 88 degrees, but if the re-
gional consensus is closer to
95, the policy should be en-
acted. If it is forecasted to be
89.99999 degrees, then by all
means have a full day. But the
instant that mercury rises above
90, the rule needs to be in ef-
fect.
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Sakai adapts to life, culture at Scotus

Kelli Morrison
Staff Reporter

Fade in to a room with twenty
people. They are leaning against
desks chatting. You want to join
but you know no one, and on
top of that you don’t know what
they are saying.

This, perhaps, was the scene
Dai Sakai faced when he first ar-
rived at Scotus just a month ago.
Sakai is from Utunomiya, Japan,
but for the next eight months he
is attending Scotus as a foreign
exchange student, hosted by the
Fritz family.

While he misses his parents

Scotus’ newest additions to the
facualty adapt to their new sur-
roundings. They are (clockwise
from above): Sean Wickham, Ben
Ersland, and Cheryl Rambour.

LAUREN MAUL/ROCK BOTTOM

and two brothers, he is enjoy-
ing his experience in the U.S. so
far. Sakai likes to bowl, play pool,
and swim. He also enjoys
karaoke, but said it is rather hard
to come by in the United States.
Sakai is involved in cross-coun-
try and has fun running, even
though he said that coach
Mahoney talks too fast for his
liking.

He is enjoying going to a co-
ed school, but he is still adjust-
ing to switching classes every
40 minutes, as well as other dif-
ferences in school schedules
between the two countries.

“In Japan we go to class ev-

Lauren Maul and
Craig Staroscik
Editors

WARNING TO ALL NEW
TEACHERS: Just because
you've learned your

student’s names, what times
the classes are actually dis-
. missed, and your way around
the building doesn’t mean the
worst is behind you.
Students, you think you
know all about your teachers:
their tone of voice, their ex-
pectations, what makes them
tick. You may think you know
it all, but you have no idea.
Here’s an insight into the
people behind
the desks.

Cheryl

Rambour

Many stu-
dents don’t
know that
e royd
Rambour is not
literally a ‘new’
teacher. She
taught at
Scotus from
the fall of 1986
to the spring of

ery first and third Saturday,”
says Sakai.

This is in addition to the nor-
mal five-day week. He also has
to get used to seeing new faces
in every class.

“In Japan we have class
with the same students all day,”
says Sakai.

So there may be a little time
before he gets to know America
like a native. He does enjoy the
freedom of speech and thinking
we have. He said that in Japan
they are not allowed to criticize
the government. Larger por-
tions and more variety at meal-
time is also a change.
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1994 before taking time off to
raise her four children. Last year,
Rambour was a substitute
teacher here at Scotus.

“Ilove it here. I really feel at
home. It’s where I was called to
be,” Rambour said. The Jr. High
Religion and Adolescent Rela-
tionships teacher enjoys tennis,
reading, traveling, and bridge.

As far as challenges go,
Rambour hasn’t had any prob-
lem students.

“I walked into this knowing
over half of the students al-
ready.”

While students have been
manageable for the most part,
the computers have not. The
program for entering the Living
the Faith hours has been espe-
cially troublesome. Luckily, this
dilemma hasn’t affected her
teaching skills.

“Itry to bring it [the material]
down to earth. They do a lot of
journal writing. I try to be in-
volved in the whole student,”
Rambour said.

As far as her future plans go,
she’s keeping an open mind and
knows that she wants to be at
Scotus for the time being.

“I’ve got a good bunch of
kids, and I really enjoy having

“In Japan
we have fish
three times a
week. Fish,
meat, fish,
meat, fish.”
Sakai said.

They do
have some
Americanized
food in the
form of
McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, and
even Kentucky Fried Chicken.

If you think that you don’t
fit in, you’re not alone. So, take

hers include both rookies and vets

my own classroom.”

Ben Ersland

Another new face at Scotus
is that of Ben Ersland. Ersland
is the junior and eighth grade
English teacher, yearbook advi-
sor, Jr. High football assistant
coach, and freshman basketball
assistant coach. Now, some
may already know that, but
many don’t know much more
about the man who claims that
he “doesn’t have any deep
thoughts.”

According to a number of his
students, this is not the case
when having a class with
Ersland.

The Wisconsin native
moved to Kansas where he re-
ceived his high school educa-
tion. While attending a Senior
Work Week, Ersland discovered
his appreciation of teaching. He
then went on to Concordia Col-
lege, where he took part in sev-
eral sports, including football.
After his mid-August wedding,
he went on to teach here at
Scotus.

As many of his students
know, Ersland tends to prefer

See New Teachers, page 5
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Foreign exchange student and Scotus junior
Dai Sakai poses with his host family. They
are from left to right: Larry Fritz, Kyle Fritz,
Sakai, and Sheri Fritz.

time out of your busy schedule
to say “hi” to a new friend, you
might just learn something.
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Birkel spends summer sweating through basics

Anthony Owens
Staff Reporter

His shoulders are starting to
rub raw from the 50-pound pack
strapped to his back. The swel-
tering summer sun is mercilessly
sapping his energy. His feet
ache at the thought of all the
miles yet to go.

No, this isn’t a tale of torture;
it’s just a typical day of summer
vacation for senior Josh Birkel.

The end of the 2000-2001
school year meant the begin-
ning of a long summer of basic
training in the Army National
Guard for Birkel. He graduated
from the program in Fort
Benning, Georgia, in the middle
of August, leaving him only a
couple of weeks to enjoy sum-
mer vacation.

Fitting the drill instructor ste-
reotype, Birkel said that his in-
structors were very strict with
his platoon. The punishments
given to the platoons when

someone messed up were called
“smokers.”

“One time a guy got a pop at
lunch when we were only sup-
posed to have milk or Power-
aide,” Birkel said. “They smoked
us all except for the guy who
did it. He sat and watched.”

training often started at 4:00
a.m., and lasted until lights out
at 9:00 p.m. He was given until
5:00 a.m. to clean his barracks,
make his bed and brush his
teeth. After that it was off to
stretch and warm-up for the day.

Breakfast, or “chow,” was

Smok- 6 served
:irs Sre dcgf"; You would get [punished] fg‘é‘f&oﬁ’f
combina-  Several times a day. You After
gssnh_upzf Jjust got used to it. ghr‘)ywz) ivé
sit-ups: ————'J-QSh-BiIkd—” goes to
flutter field exer-

kicks, and mountain climbers
until the platoon was nearly ex-
hausted. Birkel said that getting
smoked became a common
experince.

“You would get smoked sev-
eral times a day,” he said. “You

just got used to it after a while.”

Waking up at 7:00 or 7:30 a.m.
is hard for most teenagers to do.
A typical day for Birkel at basic

cises. Field exercises included
such activites as classroom
work, marksmenship, hand-to-
hand combat training, and gre-
nade training. After field train-
ing, supper took place some-
where between 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
It was then back to the barracks
where everyone shines his
boots and writes letters until 9
p.m., when they must go to
sleep.

The mullet: more than just hair

Lauren Maul
Editor

Chocolate as currency, po-
lygamy, spandex pants... the list
goes on. But there is one trend
that has weathered the years as
solid as the mousse that holds
itin place. That trend is the time-

LAUREN MAUL/ROCK BOTTOM
Gene Clayton displays his ulti-
mullet. This is a classic example
of mullethood.

less mullet.

If you don’t know what a
mullet is, don’t feel ashamed. To
the foolish, the mullet is “just a
haircut.” But to others, the mul-
let is a way of life. The mullet
haircut is short in the front, and
long in the back. Otherwise
known as “business in the front,
party in the back.”

Numerous people have
been fascinated with the
mullet ever since they
watched A.C. “Mullet” Slater
grace the halls of Bayside
High School on the hit TV
series Saved by the Bell.

Since then, many folks
have enjoyed ‘hunting’ mul-
lets for entertainment pur-
poses. Mullet hunts involve
finding a mullet, taking a pic-
ture of the mullet, and then
running away from the mul-
let.

It all began as a whimsical
dream: to somehow coax a
mullet into an interview. The
search for the illusive mullet
was on. Unfortunately, many
mullets appeared too aggres-

sive to be interviewed. Luckily,
the mulletude inside of Ace
Hardware was a different story.
Gene Clayton, a fan of hunting,
fishing, and Pink Floyd, was
happy to be interviewed. He has
had his ultimullet for ten years
and plans on keeping it forever.
Gene doesn’t call his hairstyle a
“mullet.” He simply calls it “long
hair.” He has two children. His
children do not have mullets.
There is a theory that mul-
lets are hereditary. Now this
doesn’t mean that the children
of mullets will be born with the
‘do. The choice of getting a
mullet is a very serious decision,
which is usually made in the
child’s late-teens. But if the par-
ent or other family member has
a mullet, the child may be
tempted to join the clan.

If you would like to learn more
about mullets, visit your local
library on Sunday mornings,
which is prime mullet-learning
time. You can also visit http://
www.mulletsgalore.com. Enjoy,
but remember to understand the
mullet, you must also fear it.

Near the end of training, the pla-
toon took part in Field and Training
Exercise, or FTX’s. During the FTX,
the platoon would spend three days
out in the field training. Birkel said that
it would usually be midnight before
they were able to go to bed. The FTX
included a twelve-mile march with a
fifty-pound pack strapped onto their
backs. If they were lucky, Birkel said, it
wouldn’t be raining on those days.

The worst part about the experience
wasn’t the physical wear and tear,
Birkel said, but the homesickness that
comes along with it.

“Seeing all of your pictures in your
locker made you wish you weren’t at
basics,” Birkel said.

Fortunately, he received a few let-
ters from friends and Scotus faculty.

Despite the hardships and grueling
daily regimen, Birkel said he had no
regrets about signing up for the
Guards. However, it didn’t take him too
long to come up with his favorite part
of his summer experience:

“Graduation, and just knowing that
itis all over.”

Courtesy fosh Birkel
Josh Birkel stands at
parade rest in uniform.

Mullet Vocabulary

(courtesy of http://
www.mulletsgalore.com.)

Coldneck: a non-mullet. Nofe: just be-
cause someone is a coldneck, doesn’t
mean they don’t possess mulletude.

Mullet: (mu’ lit) 1. any of a family of ed-
ible, spiny-rayed fishes found in fresh and
salt waters and having a small mouth
and feeble teeth, as the striped striped
(or gray) mullet. 2. any haircut which the
sides and top of the hair are cut signifi-
cantly shorter than the back.

Mulletude: (mu’ li* tewd) the attitude
that comes with the adornment of the
mullet.

The term “mullet” has also been seen in
Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn: “They’re
so confiding and mullet-headed they
don’t take notice of nothing at all.”
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Staroscik: Pray for enemies

natics to little bits really going
to make everything better,
though?
Scotus is a Catholic school.
It teaches that we should love
our enemies and support life
over death. Everyone is
shocked at these attacks, but is
answering death with more
death really the best answer?
You are only a student among
millions in this country, but to-
gether we make a body, one that
is united with Christ. We can-
not go up to Bush and tell him
to put away his guns and mis-
siles, but we can pray for those
who hurt us. Pray for those
people in the world who think
that by killing they can improve

from page 1
the world. Pray for those people
who cheer at the collapse of an
economic superpower, only be-
cause they live in a country too
poor to support itself or its
starving people. Pray for peace,
that people in the world may
come to realize the evil they do
and change it. Pray for yourself,
that you never forget how lucky
you are to live in the greatest
country in the world, where you
have no envy, no unfulfilled
needs, and where this may be
your only glimpse of fear.

I pray for all those who lost
their lives in the attacks and all
those who have joined to show
the true spirit of our nation. God
bless America!

Seventh graders:adjusting

ing his favorite.

“Mr. Puetz is my favorite
teacher because he is funny.
Every time he laughs, I do too,”
Siegel said.

There are many changes that
come about when first coming
to junior high. Lizzie Powers
wasn’t scared of not finding her
classes because she took ad-
vantage of not being counted
tardy the first few days. How-
ever, being intimidated by the
upperclassmen was a problem
the first days for many stu-
dents.

“Older kids pick on me when
I am at my locker,” Aerts said.
“Sometimes they push me down
the stairs, and they always say
‘HURRY UP OR ELSE YOU
WILLBELATE.””

This is a year that the sev-
enth graders will never forget.
It is a major educational transi-
tion in their lives. New teach-
ers, more students, and harder
classes will contribute to the
overall high school experience,
but their first year here is going
to be one of the most memo-
rable.

“This year is going to be a
lot of fun,” Kuta said. “Even
though I miss recess.”

from page 1

SEVENTY GRADERS SPCAK

What is the biggest
change from grade school
to Scotus?

“I don’t like heights.
Scotus is too tall, and St.
Bon’s is much smaller.”

- Jacob Staroscik

“Blue Jell-O”
- Stephanie Korger

“Going to school with my
sister and changing
teachers.”

- Brittney Thompson

“Having to go to a differ-
ent room after each pe-
riod.”

- Danny Zach

“Lockers.”
- Cody Hellbusch

“Going from class to class
and switching teachers.”
- Travis Weiser

New teachers:

from page 3
discussion to lecture.

“I'm still refining [my teach-
ing technique], that’s obvious,”
said Ersland. When it comes to
grading assignments, he said
his biggest challenge so far has
been to grade his class’ first es-
say.

Another challenge is the one-
hour drive from his home in
Seward to Columbus. This com-
mute may come into play when
Ersland has to think of his fu-
ture at Scotus. Since his wife is
a student teacher in Seward,
they have decided to wait until
the end of the school year to
make plans for next year.

Even though Ersland took
this job one week before school
started, he said he is rather com-
fortable with his situation.

Scotus adds four to staff

computers for teacher or stu-
dent use,” she said. “I feel that
is something that everyone
should have access to.”

Karel is also taking on the role
of assistant coach for junior
high girls basketball this year.

“I'm looking forward to
coaching,” Karel said. “I went
to a volleyball game the other
night and thought ‘I need to be
back in a sport.” It’s going to be
really fun.”

No teaching career gets off
to the perfect start, though.

“It’s more than I expected,”
Karel said. “Grading is hard.
Sixty-two Spanish paragraphs
take up a little time. When 1
started teaching I didn’t know
what to expect. You get anidea
what it is like from student teach-
ing, but there are so many dif-

Mary Karel ferent rules and procedures.”
(Qué piensas de la maestra Karel said that she enjoys
nueva de Espafiol y teaching at Scotus so far and
matematicas? that the staff has been more than
It won’t be helpful.
long before €6 “They
eiglfllgl grglders They told me Scotus is a ‘S‘élodms ik
;Vslk eaiﬁ 0512? big family, and it is. big family,
this question - Mary Karel and it is.”
and many 99
others, thanks Sean
Wickham

in part to Mary Karel.

Karel is Scotus’ newest Span-
ish 8, Spanish II, and applied
math teacher. With an upbeat
personality, values rooted in her
family, and an optimistic view of
the future, Karel has started
down the rough road of the first
year teacher.

A 2001 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln last
year, Karel anticipated teaching
both of her majors at Scotus.
Science and math had been two
of Karel’s favorite subjects in
high school.

“They were two of my best
subjects, and I liked my teach-
ers who taught me.”

Karel is looking forward to
teaching at Scotus because of
its outstanding technology pro-

o .checked out other schools,
but they didn’t have enough

aﬁ///
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Don’t worry. You're not see-
ing double. That face that you
remember from football practice
or on the sidelines of the girl’s
basketball games is supposed
to be at the podium in front of
your history class.

Sean Wickham, already
known to Scotus as a coach for
the past two years, starts this
year as Scotus’ eighth grade and
junior history teacher.

Originally from Kearney,
Wickham moved to Columbus
with his wife, a Scotus gradu-
ate, to become an elementary
physical education teacher at St
Bonaventure two years ago.
Since then he has been coach-
ing at Scotus, but this is his first
year in teaching in the building.
Wickham said he enjoys the
sports he has been involved in
and hopes to get to know his

TAUREN MAUL/ROCK BO

First-year teacher Mary Karel
gives instruction to one of her
classes. Karel teaches math
and Spanish at Scotus.

students better through his
coaching, and his players bet-
ter through his teaching.

“Besides the competitive-
ness, teaching and coaching are
basically the same,” said
Wickham. “Sports is more
physical learning, and school is
more of the academic learning,
but both are essentially teach-
ing.”

Life in the gym as a PE.
teacher versus life in the class-
room has presented some ex-
pected challenges for Wickham.

“Being in the classroom is a
lot different than being in the
gym all day. Itis a new atmo-
sphere.”

Wickham is looking forward
to teaching history. He said that
as a student he enjoyed the
class and likes teaching the con-
cepts of history. Although many
teachers underestimate the first
year, Wickham does not predict
it being too difficult.

“I anticipated the workload,”
he said. “Iknow the first year is
going to be tough. After this
first year you get the lessons
figured out and know how to
present them.”

Prepared or not, Wickham’s
teaching career at Scotus is off
to a bright start.

“I want to try to make the
classes as interactive as pos-
sible and give my students the
opportunity to learn.”
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Staying on top can bring stress

Craig Staroscik
Editor

You know that time of year.
Whether it’s the newly waxed
gym floor, the first cool autumn
breezes, or the spotlights radi-
ating the night sky that give it
away, Scotus is once again en-
twined in the excitement of an-
other fall sports season.

Not to say that we don’t
have a reason to be. Equipped
with experienced coaches, hard
working players, and sometimes
even enthusiastic fans, Scotus
heads into another season ex-
pecting the most and nothing
but the best. In fact, some might
say that here at Scotus, winning
is one thing taken for granted.

When was the last time you
went to a volleyball game ex-
pecting to lose? Why is it no
big deal when our football team
walks away from its season
opener with a 51-0 win? With
such a prestigious athletic pro-
gram do our players and
coaches feel about the pres-
sures of staying number one?

Cross country coach Dan
Mahoney lead last year’s girls
cross country team to their first
state championship. The girls
have gotten off to a successful
start and he hopes to continue
last year’s success.

“We hope to be in the hunt

The'piralvnacle of
mediocrity

Guys, we don’t have it as
easy as we say we do. Sure, we
brag about not having to do our
hair every morning, require no
makeup, and don’t have to give
birth, but none of that helps us
in our ever-so-present quest of
finding a homecoming date.

Anyone who personally
knows me may ask why I am
writing the column on advice for
homecoming, as I am currently
one for three in getting home-
coming dates in my first three
years of high school. Also, the
one girl who did go with me
barely knew me. This actually
makes me the perfect man for the
job: I know exactly what NOT
to do, and am here to share that
with you.

Imagine the feeling you get
after your fifth ride on the Scram-

REMIX
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2317 13th Street
Columbus, NE 68601

for the championship,”
Mahoney said. “There are two
or three teams that are strong
competitors- Gothenburg and
Lincoln Lutheran. We just hope
everyone stays healthy and im-
proves.”

Repeating a state champion-
ship is never easy, but Mahoney
says that the fact that the team
won last year has little to do with
this season’s performance.

“My coaching is the same as
any other year,” he said. “I
don’t think there is much pres-
sure. Going to a meet, other
teams want to beat us, but I think
the girls are handling it well.”

One state championship is
incredible to say the least, but
Scotus has what some may call
the expert of repeating state
championships. Coach John
Petersen guided five teams to
first in the state in the last six
years of coaching volleyball.
The team comes off last year’s
season as runners-up, a title
that for an unspoken few is a
disappointment. Petersen said
the atmosphere of this year’s
team has been positive.

“We are optimistic that we
will be competitors throughout
the season,” Petersen said.
“Hopefully [being runners-up in
last year’s championship] will
make us hungry to get back on
top. The goal is really to be the

best we’re capable of, and ev-
erything else will take care of it-
self?

Petersen believes that there
is some pressure from fans and
other teams to be number one,
but that the success of a team
depends on itself.

“Pressure is created from
within the team,” he said. “We
want to do well and compete on
a high level. We want to be the
best we can be.”

The views of coaches and
athletes were varied. Although
athletes do feel some demands
from the fans and other teams,
they are more focused on im-
proving themselves.

“The pressure is pretty
high,” said junior volleyball
player Taryn Ketter. “The fans
seemed really involved after our
third or fourth championship,
but now it seem like they don’t
care as much.”

So whether you’re in the
playing field or cheering on from
the bleachers, at Scotus you al-
ways have something to shout
about. Remember that the goal
is in your ability, not living up
to your predecessors. The years
of winning traditions have be-
come an unmovable part of our
school’s spirit, so much that the
fans might even stand up for the
fight song. In the meantime, the
Shamrocks will keep fighting for
that next banner.

Homecoming 101

bler at the fair and you will get a
decent idea of what a guy feels
before he asks a girl to home-
coming. Not only does he have
to deal with the gut-wrenching
feeling for a good portion of the
day, but he also has to come up
with some cheesy line to con-
vince his prospect that he is a
worthy candidate for the event.
Top that all with the fear of re-
jection and you no longer have
a young man, but a ball of
nerves and cheap cologne.

So the day drags on and you
finally ask her. The two-second
gap before her response is the
weirdest feeling you will ever
have. You will think, “Hey, I
asked her, that wasn’t so bad.”
However, you will immediately
start to feel sick. Do not panic,
the girl will respond. If she says
yes, great! You're on your own
from this point since I would not
know how to react.

If she says no, politely thank
her for her time and move on.
Even worse is if she says maybe,
because that means she thinks

you cannot handle rejection. If
she responds, “Can I get back
to you on that?” just save your-
self the trouble and tell her you
have other people to ask, be-
cause she will not be getting
back to you.

That is all the advice I have
for the guys. Here is a little for
the girls: be kind. You don’t
know how difficult this can be.
Let any rejections down gently
and don’t brag to your friends
about turning someone down.
Also, do not act like you own
the person you are dating sim-
ply because you accepted. If
you accept to go, it is on your
own free will.

Well, that is about all the wis-
dom I have to share on this sub-
ject. I hope this will make the
agonizing experience a bit more
bearable. Guys, do not allow
yourself to think this has a nega-
tive effect on your future dat-
ing life; just get rich and meet
women with your money. That’s
my plan. Now I must go, for I
have a date to find!

Open 7:00 a.m.
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Columbus, NE 68601

New Mario Kart game
races into fans’ pockets

Mike Adelman
Editor-in-Chief

If you thought Playstation2
was the most popular system
ever, think again. Nintendo’s
Game Boy Advance has claimed
the record of the fastest selling
video game system ever. Since
it’s release on June 11,2001, the
GBA has sold one unit roughly
every three seconds. This little
handheld wonder has produced
a library of over 30 games thus
far, and insures hundreds of
quality titles in the years to
come.

Mario Kart: Super Circuit
puts GBA’s hardware to the test.
Combining the game play style
of the classic Super NES Mario
Kart and the graphics of Mario
Kart 64 gives this game the one-
two punch combo needed to
impress today’s picky gamers.

The graphics in Super Cir-
cuit place simple 3-D models in
motion on a flat, but detailed
track. Though the track itself is
only two-dimensional, it appears
in 3-D thanks to the GBA’s su-
perior mapping abilities. The re-
sult is a fast, smooth, and real-
istic 3-D experience. The char-
acter animation is believable
and fluid, while the items and
their effects are quite entertain-
ing. That said graphics deliver
to high expectations and then
some.

Sound in the game is crisp,
but too quiet. Headphones are
often needed just to hear all the
instruments in the well-com-
posed music. The in-game
sounds of karts racing and
crashing are pretty standard,
and do what they’re supposed
to. All in all, sound is pretty
good, but Super Circuit does
not utilize the GBA’s full sound
potential.

The play control is what
makes this game a real winner.
The controls of racing and us-
ing items are quite simple, and
can be learned quickly. The

2719 13th Street
Columbus, NE 68601
402563-3671

(i

NASCAR, Mario- style.

game itself is very responsive,
and gives a great sense of
speed on the faster tracks. The
frame rate is constant, and never
glitches up, either. One gripe is
that the map on the bottom of
the screen tends to get in the
way on some of the larger
tracks, and I’ve found no way
to remove it as of yet.

Multiplayer modes are avail-
able in Super Circuit. Some
modes allow up to four players
with GBA’s with only one game
cartridge, while others require
multiple game paks to link up
(see instructions). Included in
these modes are standard rac-
ing and battle modes. That and
the Time Trial mode provide
nearly infinite replay value. Ba-
sically, you get more than what
you pay for. This game will pro-
vide hours upon hours of fun,
and will go down as a GBA clas-
sic.

I highly recommend this
game, but to play it you must
first own a Game Boy Advance.
I assure you that would be a
worthy purchase. Imagine car-
rying a game system with nearly
the power of Playstationl in
your pocket. You would never
get bored!! The Game Boy Ad-
vance will provide the gaming
world with years of entertain-
ment, so hop on the bandwagon
and pick one up when you can;
and Mario Kart, of course.
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Scotus seniors prepare for college, deal
with scholarships, junk mail, stress

Mike Adelman
Editor-in-Chief

You open your mailbox and
are instantly buried in a pile of
brochures. You have developed
a sense of insecurity about your
future, and have been cooped
up for 18 years with little free-
dom.

These may sound like ex-
cerpts from horror movies, but
they are the every day feelings
of seniors preparing for college.

Seniors may notice that the
amount of mail they receive from
colleges has significantly in-
creased over the last couple of
years. What used to be no big
deal may now be a great annoy-
ance.

“Most of it is just junk mail,
anyway,” said senior Dan
Hadland, referring to college
mail.

Others don’t even pay atten-
tion to the mailings.

“I’m not stressed about the
mail,” said senior Kathleen
Ames. “Everybody gets the ex-
act same stuff from the exact
same colleges.”

A feasible solution to the
problem is to keep only the let-
ters with information on schools
that the student is considering.
If the schools students receive
mail from are too far away or are
lacking in a field of interest, then
they should be thrown away.
Just because a letter from a
school is a big packet does not
mean it holds valuable or rel-

evant information.

Some students may dread
going to school for another two
to four years, and may be tired
of school already. “Senioritis”,
acommon name for the attitude
that seniors get toward the end
of the year, sets in. Seniors feel
that the work they do here does
not matter once they get ac-
cepted to a college. The only
way around this is to make a
deliberate effort to stay focused,
and hope that the resolve it
gives carries on to college.

“You kind of need education
in life unless you want to flip
burgers your whole life,” said
senior Amanda Cielocha when
speaking about the added pres-
sure of schooling beyond high
school graduation.

Paying for college or getting
scholarships can be another
strenuous experience. Guidance
counselor Judi Wolken held a
conference last school year with
incoming seniors, and sug-
gested that they spend some
time looking for scholarships in
fields that they are interested in.
Many of these can be found with
complete application instruc-
tions on the Internet.

Though the above problems
and solutions are fairly simple
and straightforward, there are
bound to be other problems that
students must face. As the se-
niors know, the solutions to
these problems will take a great
deal of work and sacrifice to un-
COVer.

MIKE ADELMAN/ROCK BOTTOM

The spirit that walks among us...

The Scotus Ghost caught on film, haunting the school on a gloomy night. Look inside
for another rare photo of this paranormal being.

Audience to act as jury, determine outcome of fall play

Craig Staroscik
Editor

Growing up, you may recall hav-
ing someone read fairy tales to you.
Everyone had his or her favorite tale,
favorite hero, or maybe even favorite
villain. Did you ever wish you could
get back at that snobby Goldilocks
for eating Baby Bear’s porridge? Or
were you the one who always rooted
for the Prince to come and save
whatever princess happened to fall 6
under evil this time? Whatever the
case, now you have a chance to
determine the fate of those classic
villains in Scotus’ 2001 fall play.

Fairy Tale Courtroom tells the
story of the Wicked Witch and the

Oz are thrown on the same stage as
Snow White.

Jamie Ferguson has taken on the
role of directing this year’s play. He
has been in charge of the last five
fall plays at Scotus, including last
year’s Dark and Stormy Night. He
notes that one thing that makes this
year’s play different is that the audi-
ence has a voice.

“The characters from the fairy

In about a month, they have to cast,
memorize their lines and actions, and
prepare the set. These tasks can be
strenuous on the entire production
team.

“Following the casting is long pe-
riods of rehearsing the play over and
over,” Ferguson said. “If you don’t
have your lines memorized, you don’t
have a play. The second thing the ac-
tors have to do is develop their char-

acters, how they act, sound,

4

(Acting) gives me a thrill, a rush. 1

get to be someone I’'m not.

- Senior Meghan Bernt

Big Bad Wolf being taken to trial

over their crimes committed against
the rest of the fairy tale world, with
testimonies from Gretel to the Little
Red’s Grandmother. The play evolves

tales testify, and in the end the audi-
ence votes to see if the villain is guilty
or innocent,” Ferguson said. “It’s in-
teresting because the play can have

and move. Rehearsals involve
both, and the actors have to be
dedicated. It requires a lot.”
Not only is the process of
memorizing and role-playing
demanding of the actors, but
99 there is also the ever-present
psychological factor of having
to stand up on the stage dressed as
one of the Three Pigs, or worse. For
most of the actors, it is not about self-
consciousness, but doing what they

LAUREN MAUL/ROCK BOTTOM

The Big Bad Wolf (B.B. Wolf) and the Wicked
Witch are brought to the stand in Scotus’ ren-
dition of Fairy Tale Courtroom. The play gives

the audience the chance to determine the fate

of these fairy tale characters.

with pleas from the defendants, justi-
fied accusations from the victims, and
the expected humor that comes when-
ever the Monkeys from the Wizard of

different endings.”

Like any school activity, putting
a play on takes time and dedication
by both the actors and the director.

enjoy.
“I don’t feel any pressure,” junior
Scott Becker said. “ For me, it’s just
See Play, page 5
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I’m not supposed to enjoy
school. No one likes school.
Okay, some of you do. And
that’s fine. Because this year,
school has been pretty good.
One could blame this atrocity
on being an editor on the paper
staff, taking an art class, or
maybe even play practice after
school. But I think we all know
the real reason: NO PHYSICAL
EDUCATION CLASS. For
those of you who don’t know,
when students become juniors,
they are through with their PE
experience.

I understand that there are
those among you who enjoy PE.
Maybe it’s because you like run-
ning, playing sports, or show-
ering with members of the same

Lolorime Out
of the E-'nES

KA-BOOM!!!

Explosions drown out all
other sounds; clouds of smoke
fill the air and the senses. As
the dust settles, buildings are
demolished and innocent vic-
tims lay dead or severely injured
without even knowing what just
hit them.

Being the loyal, patriotic
American that you are, I assume
you are thinking of the trag-
edies of the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon.

The pirinacle of
mediocrity

Everyone loves the new ver-
sion of the newspaper! Err... not
really, though. While the teach-
ers love the accurate and timely
news articles we produce, sev-
eral of the students have not

Physical education and its role in my life

sex. I don’t appreciate any of
these. In fact, one might dare to
say that I ““hated” PE. I’'m a slow
runner, bad at sports, and don’t
particularly like sharing a

vomiting during this barbaric
exercise. And why are we forced
to do this? To prepare us for the
annual 20-MINUTE RUN. Don’t

have a few good memories.

- When we would run in the Old

Gym, I would run out the door

and into the locker room when
the teacher wasn’t looking.

shower. From kindergarten
to 10" grade, I always
dreaded the class. Perhaps
this is why I dislike exercise
so much. Every time I think
about exercise, I think of

I’m a slow runner, bad at
sports, and don’t particu-
larly like sharing a shower.

(It would have been a
good time if I hadn’t been
horribly afraid of getting
caught.)

- After PE, the cafeteria la-
dies felt sorry for some

getting pummeled against

kids, so we would get some

the wall of the St. Isidore’s
cafeteria with basketballs dur-
ing the weekly dodge ball game.
Who invented that game? They
have scarred millions of children
emotionally and physically with
their cruel game of abuse.
After sixth grade, I hoped that
perhaps my junior high PE ex-
perience would be better. That
was before I was introduced to
the TEN-MINUTE CARDIO
WORKOUT. If you are unfamil-
iar with this term, it is simply a
synonym for “hell.” Many
people run until the point of

get me started. Don’t even get
me started.

You are graded on four things
in Scotus PE: attendance, effort,
physical ability, and the capa-
bility to memorize the PE TV
Handbook. Well, I did show up,
I didn’t try, I lacked physical
ability, and was confused in re-
gards to the *handbook.’ There-
fore, my enjoyment level in PE
class was at an all-time low. So I
racked my brains to think of a
way to make PE a tad more fun.
I didn’t really succeed, but I do

free peanut butter sand-
wiches.
- We could bring our own music
to listen to in the weight room.
For our class, that meant either
‘ghetto’ rap, or sugar-coated-
gag-me-with-a-rusty-spoon
pop. Therefore, I would occa-
sionally bring some Ani
DiFranco (which is definitely not
weight-room music) and scare
everyone.

I understand that these in-
stances may not seem that
“fun”, or perhaps a pinch “ille-
gal” according to school rules,

but if you have ever been in PE,
you see where I'm coming from.
For all of you 7" graders out
there, I have some words of wis-
dom for you: BREAK SOME-
THING. I broke my foot last year
and got out of PE fora MONTH.
It was the best. And also, PE
only gets worse. There’s more
running, more sports, and more
group showers. Oh, and by the
way, [ walked during the final 20
minute run last year and still
passed the class.

I will now leave the rest of you
with some new deep thoughts:
“Beauty fades, fat doesn’t.”
“It’s better to be mean and like
it than to be nice and fake.”
“Never encourage the untal-
ented.”

This next quote is for those
among you unsatisfied with
your Homecoming date’s ap-
pearance: “Personality only
counts when it’s dark.” Okay,
now I’m outta here faster than
an anorexic in a buffet line.

Bombings and other pointless acts of vengeance

Shocking as this may be to
some of you, that’s not what I'm
talking about. I was actually re-
ferring to what happened in Af-
ghanistan on Sunday, October
8,2001.

Can anyone give me an intel-
ligent answer as to why we
needed to bomb them back to
the Stone Age?

I mean, for the most part, their
technology was still back in
Jesus’ time, why did we have to
set them back farther? What
threat did these nomadic desert-
dwellers pose to us? What pur-
pose did these bomb raids serve,
and what did they accomplish?

Once again, as an American,
you are probably thinking “It
was obviously revenge for the

World Trade Center.” Obvi-
ously someone forgot to open
their mind today. Plus that only
answers half of my question.
The other half was what did it

Why must the entire
Afghan nation pay
for one terrorist’s

groups’ crimes?

accomplish?

NOTHING!! The bombing
killed innocent people and de-
stroyed their homeland (al-
though that land is not much
more than sand, it was still their
land).

What did they do to deserve
death? Once again, NOTHING!!
Why must the entire Afghan
nation pay for one terrorist’s
group’s crimes? They shouldn’t
have to!

There’s no reason or purpose
behind these raids except to
enlarge our American egos, to
show we are the strongest. Big
deal. What does the strongest
matter if you got there by step-
ping on everyone below you?
Plus, this senseless violence will
only lead to more killing, which
in turn will lead to... more kill-
ing.

Finally when the killing
stops, the world will be back at
square one because there will
be so much emotional and physi-

cal rebuilding to be done and all
that killing solved... you
guessed it... NOTHING!!

Now for those who are more
thickheaded, and a little bit
slower than the rest, the point I
am making here is that this un-
necessary violence is exactly
that...unnecessary.

It solves nothing and there
is no purpose behind except for
the United States to flex its mili-
tary muscles. It needs to stop
as soon as possible before more
innocent people are hurt. To
those who read this and agree
with me, congratulations, your
heart is in the right place. For
the rest of the egotistical read-
ers who disagree, it’s okay to
pick your jaw up off the floor.

Rock Bottom staft pays tribute to intelligence

had any positive comments.

I go from hearing “Where’s
Studs and Duds?” to “You guys
don’t make fun of enough
people.” Students have regu-
larly commented on the lack of
this sort of material in our peri-
odical. This puts me, the editor,
in a rather difficult position.

You see, this may shock all
of you, but I have to follow
rules, too. I think those of you
who complain to me about the
paper need to put this one down

for a few hours and absorb that.

I would love to bring “Studs
and Duds” and “Flavors of the
Month” back, but the answer is
simply no. What can be done?
Well, I can start by making fun
of the nameless individuals who
cut me into pieces for some-
thing I have no control over.
Small minds are easily fasci-
nated. Only a person with a low
level of intellect would want to
read nothing but garbage.

Is it that difficult or boring to

read intelligent and concise writ-
ing? The Rock Bottom is actu-
ally quite humorous for those
smart enough to understand
writing above a third grade level.

It seems that the students
have reduced their attention
span to that of Neanderthals
when it comes to leisure read-
ing. The only time most of them
want to read anything willfully
is when the material is either
gossip or immoral garbage. This
is rather disheartening from the

standpoint of a news writer.

The bottom line is that if you
want to read about people be-
ing made fun of, then go read a
bathroom stall. Hopefully the
student body isn’t so fickle with
their “precious paper” in the
future. This publication holds a
lot of humorous nuggets for
those who peruse its pages.
Perhaps some of the students
will see the light, and help the
others realize that we’re doing
our best.
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Trick—or—treating: Can you really get too old for free candy?

Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporter

Trick-or-treat, smell my
feet...everyone knows the rest.
Halloween has arived, the one
night of the year the ghosts and
goblins inside of everyone come
out to play—without getting in
trouble. Each year more and
more young’'ns go out collect-
ing candy, and even as those
young’ns get a bit older, the pas-
sion for this holiday never seems
to die. However, as we get older
we seem to get more and more
mischievous, which raises a
question that will be debated
throughout the ages: “Is there
an age limit where all of this freak-
ish fun should have to stop?”
“We’re not too old, because

we're 12, so [the maximum
age for trick-or-treating]
should definitely be higher
than 12,” seventh grader
Whitney Wembhoff said.
“Maybe 13 or 14, because
when you get older you
start causing more
trouble and playing
more pranks.”

Some of the more
experienced trick-or-
treaters who may
fall in to that
“trouble-caus-
ing” category
thought the
maximum

“100, because after
that, the walker might
\ get in the way, other-
{ wise you're never
too old to trick-or-
treat,” Columbus
High sophomore
and trick-or-treater
Adam Claus said.

Others shared

Kitty: Scotus’ answer to Casper?

Kelli Morrison
Staff Reporter

Meet Kitty.

She enjoys roaming the halls
late at night or early in the morn-
ing, stealing pictures, and play-
ing with drama props. Her style
includes a black riding cape and
a simple 1900’s dress. Not your
type?

I wouldn’t worry. She’s dead.

Yes, dead. Kitty is the resi-
dent poltergeist at Scotus and
every now and again she makes
her presence known as the
“Scotus Ghost.” The Scotus
ghost has been a legend around
school for years, but is it just a
myth or is there a real story here?
Speech and drama teacher
Sandie Bernt has been witness
to some of the pranks attributed
to the Scotus ghost, or Kitty, and
has become somewhat of a au-
thority on the subject. Here’s the
story of Kitty the Scotus ghost
according to Bernt:

Kitty is 18 and was a senior
at Scotus many decades ago. As
an active member of the student
body, Kitty enjoyed acting and
singing. Not that she was lack-
ing in any other area, for she was
an excellent student who worked
hard and was very kind. In the

months before her graduation,
a flu epidemic struck Columbus
and Kitty was not spared.
Three weeks before graduation,
Kitty died. She has been
sighted many times in the halls
of Scotus since.

Her favorite prank to pull is
stealing things from the journal-
ism staff. Neither the yearbook
nor the paper staff is safe from
an otherworldly visit.

One account of Kitty hap-
pened in the 1980’s. At the time,
room 23 (Mr. Arneal’s room) had
awall dividing it into two. The
west side of the room was used
by the yearbook staff. Over the
course of the year pictures be-
gan to go missing. Month
aftermonth only one or two
would be gone. Then one morn-
ing the staff came in early to find
that the pictures in the locked
room had been laid out on the
floor in a pattern.

Yet another account of her
readiness to torment the jour-
nalists lies only a few years
later. A Mrs. Ivy was the advi-
sor of the newspaper in the mid-
1980’s when, again, things be-
gan to go missing. Only this
time it wasn’t pictures, it was
various other objects. Ivy, not
believing in ghosts, accused

KELLI MORRISON/ROCK BOTTOM

Possible evidence of Kitty’s
existence? An apparition
climbs Scotus’ stairs late at
night.

her students of stealing and
banned them from the room
when she wasn’t there with
them. Things still disappeared.
She became angry and stormed
out of the room and asked
Bernt, who occupied the room
next door, if she had let them
in. Bernt hadn’t.

Kitty enjoys the second
floor, and isn’t shy about
sneaking up on you. Don’t fear,
Kitty is friend not foe. She only

See Ghost, page 5

Michael Burwell, D.D.S.
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this idea.

“Any person of whatever
age should be able to dress in a
costume and bring the youth
back into themselves,” senior
Wes Wemhoff said.

Many students and would-
be trick-or-treaters might agree,
but those handing out the
candy might feel differently.

“Once you’re out of grade
school [you should stop trick-
or-treating] because Halloween
is for fun; it’s not for collecting
candy from adults,” Dave

P Darnell said.

So, as you can see: The
younger of the trick-or-treaters
feel that those who play pranks
on Halloween are too old to
trick-or-treat. However, those
who are doing the prank-play-

ing feel you are never, ever too
old to put on some funky
threads and search every nook
and cranny to find someone to
scare, just as their predecessors
did to them in their younger
days. And last but certainly not
least, those who have just lost
that yearning to get free candy
by the bag load feel that the
candy should be left for the
young’ns.

Whether you’re just getting
your feet wet in finding the
houses who give the dandiest
delights; a seasoned, veteran
prankster; or getting to the point
where you're on the outside
looking in, the debate will con-
tinue on neighborhood door-
steps for many Halloween
nights to come.

SCARY MEMORIES AND THEN SOME

Halloween is in the air, decorations are on the walls, and
here's what s in the minds of Scotus students:

What seares you the most about flalloween?

“When people answer the door naked.” — Josh Rom-
beryg, Junior

“Old scary people who answer the door and smell
bad.”— Tyler Weinand, Junior

“The way people look at me when I still go Trick-

or-Treating.”— Chris Rogers, Senior

What's your faverite Halloween memory?

“Getting candy. EATING IT.” — Matt Bahr, Senior
“When a guy chased my two friends and I down
the street. (He was a hunchback.)” — Ann Bierbower,
Jurior

“Dumping a certain person five miles out of town
and making them walk in a girl costume back into

town.”— Ryan Jarecki, Senior

W}qg do 3ou/ don’t you believe in ghests?

“I've never seen a ghost, but I've seen some of the
‘reliable” witnesses to the supernatural and I am
convinced that ghosts exist.” — Shawn Starostka, Se-
nior

“I do, because they help me steal candy from the
rich glutton children who later become bulimic
because of their horrendous parents’ pressure.” —
Anna Evans, Junior

“I see dead people.” — Kelly Novicki, Junior
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Homecoming customs
survive years, changes

Mike Adelman
Editor-in-Chief

Homecoming week has come
and gone. Many students sim-
ply went with the flow and
dressed up funny just because
they can, not really knowing the
true meaning of what they are
doing. But Homecoming is more
than just wearing your pajamas
to school.

Homecoming can be thought
of in a few different ways. This
year it can be thought of as a
homecoming for the football
team, since it had not had a
home game in eons (actually,
one month). It can also be
thought of as the return of stu-
dents from a long summer.

The main reason though,
which seems to have been lost
over the years, is that alumni are
welcome back to participate in
the week’s events. A few have
participated in recent years, but
not enough to make anyone re-
alize the true significance of the
event. It is there so that gradu-
ates can get a feel of what is
going on at school, even though
they are not there. It is unfortu-
nate that many of them are sim-
ply too busy to take part in the
action.

Homecoming may seem like
a time of celebration, but there
are some pitfalls. It can some-
times be too much of a distrac-
tion to the football team, who
needs to win the game to set the
tone for the evening.

“As a coach, it creates a dis-
traction from the football game,”
Scotus head football coach Jim
Puetz said. “I remember 1982
when we lost to Boys Town. It

Students see

Lauren Maul
Editor

A date, or not a date. That is
the question.

There are those who are ada-
mant in their belief that attend-
ing a dance dateless is worse
than a public flogging. Then
there are those individuals who

stays in my mind. We played
terrible, and there was even
some dissension over who was
supposed to be king.”

Puetz said that he was glad
that the rule was changed back
in the mid-80’s so that the king
candidates did not have to be
football players. This ruling
must have lifted some of the
weight off the shoulders of the
football team, and perhaps
calmed their anxieties.

The dress-up days are there
to remind everyone to have fun,
and know that the week is sup-
posed to be lighthearted and
Jjovial.

Father Steve Emanuel taught
his senior theology class the
difference between ritual and
routine. According to notes, a
ritual has more meaning than the
action itself, whereas a routine
is simply an action with one dis-
tinct, concrete purpose. This
applies to homecoming week as
well.

A regular day of school can
be seen as a routine, but home-
coming days are ritual. There is
a special meaning in each day.
Not necessarily the theme of the
day, but the atmosphere of the
week and the anticipation of the
upcoming events. Emanuel said
that it should simply be called
“stupid week” if all the symbolic
meaning was lost.

“Stupid week” indeed. The
student body participated in
this year’s festivities with great
vigor and enthusiasm.

Homecoming is gone for an-
other year, but will come again
next year, hopefully bringing
with is the same enthusiasm and
less rain.

ANTHONY OWENS/ROCK BOTTOM

The 2001 Homecoming court protects themselves from the bone-chilling rain. They are (from
left to right) Greg Buelt, Lori Beller, Craig Pekny, Kari Mroczek, Dana Torczon, Meghan Pile,
Queen Cheryl Biermann, Josh Johnson, Natasha Bender, Ryan Jarecki, Andrea Brezinski,

and King Matt Kudron.

ANTHONY OWENS/ROCK BOTTOM

Left: Senior Kari
Mroczek sports a
retro look for 70's day
during homecoming
week.

Bottom Far Left:
Senior Co-captain
Ryan Jarecki leads
the football team
onto the field for the
second half. The
Shamrocks beat
Lakeview 40-19.

Top Far Left: Last
year's homecoming
royalty, Melissa
Schmidt and Travis
Fry, guide crown
bearers,Holly
Podliska and Tony
Zoucha onto the field.

ANTHONY OWENS/ROCK BOTTOM

both pros and cons to taking date to Homecoming

are perfectly comfortable show-
ing up with their friends and not
a date in sight.

“I think it’s better to go with-
out a date because it’d be fun
to steal someone else’s,” said
freshman Eric Mulligan.

Mulligan’s response was not
uncommon among his freshmen
classmates.

“It’s better not to [take a
date],” said fellow freshman
Travis Kozak. “Then you can
pick up more dates after the
dance.”

As shown by Mulligan and
Kozak, many freshman males
thought of Homecoming as their
chance to ‘get with the ladies.’
Only about 25% of the freshmen

class interviewed expected the
dance to be more exciting with a
date.

After a student has endured
his or her first dance, they have
a stronger opinion when asked
about which option is more re-
warding.

“It’s better having a date be-
fore the dance because all your

friends have dates,” said sopho-
more Andrea Micek. This re-
sponse was very common
among the sophomores inter-
viewed.

“If you don’t have a date, you
feel dumb,” said sophomore
Sarah Sobotka.

Even the sophomore males
See Dates, page 6
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Homecoming dance preparations differ greatly by gender
All a guy needs: clothes and a date*

Anthony Owens
Staff Reporter

When it comes to Homecom-
ing, girls always tend to be a little
bothered by their dates. Guys,
your date knows that you prob-
ably only spent about ten min-
utes to a half an hour getting
ready, and that you spent little
or no money on what you’re
wearing. Sure you bought them
a flower, but that only cost
about 15 bucks.

*Date optional
night of Homecoming.

“It is such a hassle to get
ready after the game and pick
up your date in under an hour,”
Korgie said.

Korgie was a little more rea-
sonable when it came to spend-
ing money on his attire. He said
his shirt and pants cost some-
where in the neighborhood of
$75. That might sound pretty ex-
pensive to most guys, but that
didn’t concern Korgie.

“I didn’t spend a dime on my

Girls take clothes, but
more time my mom
getting 14 sure'diq,"
rcadg hang I didn’t spend a dime on Korgll;f said.
spend a hec aving
ofalotmore ™ clothes, but my mom parents pay
on their sure did. for clothes
dresses, hair, A . is common
and heels. b Moty Y among
Girls think many young
they have it men and
tough pre- their par-

paring for the dance. Hopefully
your date will tell you you’re
right.

Senior Chris Rogers spends
about 20 to 25 minutes shower-
ing and getting ready, and he
didn’t spend a dime on clothes.
Like Chris, most young men at
Scotus don’t spend much time
preparing for Homecoming.

“This is just one of the many
things that makes us different
from girls,” Rogers said. Rogers
said the only reason he takes
“so long” to get ready is be-
cause he is in football.

Sophomore Bob Korgie said
he hates being in football on the

P lay: Actors prepping for roles

natural. I pretend the audience
isn’t there.”

Senior Meghan Bernt is in it
for the excitement.

“Ilove it,” she said. “It gives
me a thrill, a rush. I get to be
somebody I'm not, and use my
talents.”

Becker, Bernt, and the rest of
the cast are putting the finish-
ing touches on the play, which
is to be performed Friday, Octo-
ber 26, and Saturday, October
21.

“The final week before the

You want it, We GOT it!

AUTO PARTS

oreillyauto.com

ents.

When it comes to finding a
date, some ask a date based on
their looks and or personality.
Others are very worried about
even finding a date. Junior Adam
Wick also said he is never too
worried about finding a date.
Most young men like Rogers,
Korgie, and Wick say they look
for a date with a good personal-
ity and good looks.

So girls, if you find out that
your date only spent a few
bucks on his clothes and show-
ered ten minutes before he
picked you up, know that you
are not alone.

from page 1
show is really the determining
factor on how well we do,”
Ferguson said.

He said the play also has
universal appeal.

“It’s a good family show, for
kids and adults,” Ferguson said.
“Everyone is familiar with the
characters. It should easy to
understand and funny.”

Showtime for the play, to be
held in Scotus Memerioal Hall,
is 7:30. Admission is $4 for
adults and $3 for students and
kids.
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Dollars, time invested in drawn-out preparation for girls

Matt Krings
Staff Reporter

Preparing for Homecoming is
a tale of two worlds for different
people. For some, Homecom-
ing is the biggest deal of the fall
season. For others Homecom-
ing is just another Friday night
in their lives.

When one thinks of Home-
coming, the beautiful girls
dressed up in their best at-
tire comes to mind. The
casual observer does not
often know the full story of
the girls’ struggles of get-
ting ready for the big night.
Now at CHS, former Scotus
student Maria Cruikshank
says that many people

1

“Definitely girls have it
harder,” Cruikshank said. “We
have hair appointments,
makeup, finding the perfect
dress, accessories, jewelry, find-
ing the perfect hair style, shav-
ing our legs, moisturizing out
bodies, and waiting for dates
that take too long to pick us up.”

Most people would think that
with all the preparing and ex-
penses for Homecoming, the

hair and already had all the ac-
cessories.”

Once the women are abso-
lutely perfect they begin to
worry about their dates. Fresh-
man Michaela Engler thinks it
would be great if she could find
a date she could talk to and look
good. Sophomores Kelsey
Kunneman and Andrea Micek
take a different view. Micek said
that looks definitely play a part

in picking a man for Home-

No one wants to go out with
someone disgustingly dirty.

- Kelsey Kunneman

don’t actually realize how
much preparation and time

a girl needs to look her best at
homecoming.

Observing a girl getting
ready for Homecoming can be a
most frustrating experience.
When you think they look ab-
solutely gorgeous, they are
only beginning to get their face
on and have a lot of time yet
before they will be close to
ready. Most girls think that they
have the toughest job between
guys and girls in preparing for
Homecoming.

amount of money spent would
be enormous. This held true for
most girls interviewed, who
spent an average of one hun-
dred dollars for dresses, hair,
boutonniere, shoes, makeup,
etc. Some, however, find ways
to avoid the high costs. For
senior Natalie Krings the dollar
amount was considerably less.

“Ispent $21.50 because I am
cheap,” said Krings. “I bought
my dress for $15.00, and a bou-
tonniere for $6.50. Idid my own

%9

coming, and hygiene is al-
ways a concern.

“No one wants to go
out with someone disgust-
ingly  dirty,” said
Kunneman.

Although senior Brandi
Olmer thought that her
date, Josh Birkel, was the
most important part to
Homecoming; the vibe from
most girls was the fact that they
just wanted to have fun. In the
end, the girls’ money and prepa-
ration all put into one night paid
off with a very memorable 2001
Homecoming dance.

“Although I didn’t even get
a flower from my date, I had a
fun time because I love being
all dressed up even if it does
take a lot of work and prepara-
tion,” said junior Ann
Bierbower.

Ghost:Has Kitty been haunting the halls of Scotus?

wants to watch. Perhaps she
wants to make a little rift in the
halls she traversed as a student
s0 many years ago. Maybe she
wants to relive her childhood or
even just warn people they are
taking things for granted. For
whatever reason, Kitty has de-
cided to grace the halls of Scotus
many times over the years.

Kitty also enjoys showing up
around the time of plays and
musicals to remember the good
old days. She has even been
known to interact with the ac-
tors.

These stories given to you
are based on witness accounts
and are believed to be accurate,
except for the exact name of the

from page 3
ghost, which is purely an edu-
cated guess.

Silence is golden, especially
when you're a ghost. Kitty is
here, a permanent senior always
there to remind us that things
aren’t always what they seem.
Keep your eyes peeled, your
mind open, and your heart in
your chest. There are ghosts
roaming the halls of Scotus.
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Rivalries add spice to competition on court, field and track

Kelli Morrison
Staff Reporter

Green and white, Shamrocks
let’s fight!

This year, as always, Scotus
butts heads and grits teeth with
the best of them. But there are
always those few select teams
that bring out something spe-
cial in Shamrock athletes.

Columbus Lakeview and
David City Aquinas are two
schools consistently listed
among Scotus’ greatest rivals.
The fact that these school are
close to Scotus and that they
play Scotus in nearly every
sport makes the Vikings and
Monarchs natural choices as ri-
vals. When Aquinas was not
scheduled this year in football,
people noticed.

“We have played them for
52 years, and we won’t get the
chance to kick their butts this
year,” said Ryan Jarecki, a se-
nior on the football team.

Other rivalries have been
sprouting in recent years due to
numerous big-time showdowns.
Several girls said basketball and
volleyball games with Grand Is-
land Central Catholic and North
Bend have taken on a rivalry-
like atmosphere due to frequent
meetings in districts and state
tournaments.

However, you don’t have to
play a team often to consider
them arival. Several members of
the volleyball team tabbed Cen-
tral City as a team they are most
looking forward to playing.
Scotus does not play them in
the regular season, but the two
teams did meet in the state fi-
nals last year, a game won by
the Bison.

“Last year’s loss bothers us
a lot,” said senior Lori Beller.
“We went to one of their games
to watch, and it makes us want
(the rematch) even more. We
want revenge.”

So with everything on the

line, does arival change the way
teams prepare? Some say no.

“We must be prepared for
every team and every game,”
said volleyball coach John
Peterson.

Senior Natasha Bender
agrees with Peterson’s assess-
ment. She said that while a rival
doesn’t change the way a team
practices, you can feel the en-
ergy start to build during warm-
ups.

Others feel differently about
the situation of intensity for ri-
vals.

“More intensity is involved
in practice, and it’s a weekly
preparation,” said football
coach Jim Puetz.

The attitude of the team is
everything according to most
coaches. And, as usual, they
are right. However, one
shouldn’t forget the key role
that the students get to play in
this medley of competition.

A great part of that attitude

Dates: Debate rages on best way to attend dance

interviewed agreed about feel-
ing ‘dumb’ without a date.

“When everyone else dances
with a date, you don’t want to
feel like an idiot,” said sopho-
more Jake Euteneuer.

It seems as though the main
motivation for bringing a date
as a sophomore is to fit in so-
cially. However, when Scotus
students reach junior year, many
of them apparently outgrow
their Homecoming insecurities.

“It’s better without a date be-
cause then you don’t have a
date that expects you to dance
with them during every song,”
said junior Ann Bierbower.

Junior Ashley Pritchard saw
other advantages to going date-
less.

“If you don’t have a date, you
don’t have to take a lot of time
getting ready for the dance,”
she said.

On the other hand, some jun-

iors also believe that Homecom-
ing is just as fun with a date.

“It’s more fun with a date be-
cause then you don’t have to
wait to find someone to dance
with,” said junior Michaela
Klimes, “but the dance is fun
with your friends, too.”

Junior Josh Melliger uses his
date as a defensive measure.

“I like to have a date so I don’t
get asked to dance by someone
I don’t want to dance with,” he
said.

About 50% of the juniors en-
joy having a date, and 50%
would rather be without one. So
what do the seniors think about
all of this?

Senior Meghan Bernt came to
the conclusion that dances can
be fun without a date, but it de-
pends on the date.

Senior Bob Soulliere saw both
advantages and disadvantages.

“It’s better to go with [a date],

from page 4
definitely, because without one
you feel like an idiot,” said
Soulliere. “It’s also nice to go
without a date, because you get
to roam freely.”

Still confused as to whether
or not you should bring a date
to your next dance? Here are
some tips compiled from several
seniors to keep in mind before
you ask or reject a potential date:

1. Whether having a date is
fun or not depends upon the
date.

2. Homecoming is never as
much fun with a date from out
of town since they don’t know
anyone and cling to you the
whole time.

3. And last, but obviously
not least, dates that don’t dance
are defective.

But all in all, the Homecoming
experience depends upon the
individual and what they hope
to get out of the evening.
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comes from the fans; the scream-
ing, jumping, and insanely com-
petitive people who come “to
watch.” What would a rivalry be
without fans and their crazy fan
ways? During a rivalry game
fans get to be the loudest, rud-
est, most annoying version of
themselves, and people call it
school spirit. Rivalries are where
the fans shine. They dress up,
make up, and bejewel them-
selves to the best of their

ability. It’s the only time
a guy can accessorize
and his friends think

he’s cool.
Whether it be
facing off

against Lions,

I\N\A

Tigers, or Vikings, Scotus play-
ers know they have to be pre-
pared to take the best shot from
every team they play.

So, where will you be when
the school battles its rival?
Right next to the mass of green
cheering, even if you have no
idea what is going on. You show
up anyway, though.

Why? Because as long as
games are played, there will al-
ways be rivalries.
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Activity period may face
elimination from day

Kelli Morrison
Stff Reporter

Barrages of hands pile multi-
colored passes onto a desk. They
must all be signed and handed
back as quickly as the brain can
process all of this information.

Sound like too much to

handle? It does. Now try adding
all this to keeping track of the
other fifteen students in the class
and grading next period’s quiz-
zes. This is an every day reality
for Scouts’ teachers during what
is loosely called activity period.

The STO, or Scotus Teachers
Organization, a compilation of
the staff of educators at Scouts,
has been in debate over the issue
of keeping or booting the twenty
minutes some consider a distrac-
tion to the learning environment.

However, getting rid of activ-
ity period is not as simple as just
crossing it off the schedule.
There are many problems to con-
sider, including lunch, teachers
that teach elsewhere, club meet-
ings, Channel One, and daily
mass.
The teachers feel that disci-

pline is at a low and far too many
students are visiting the office
during this time according to
‘Wayne Morfled.
'\ “The students always moving
“around makes supervision diffi-
cult,” said Fr. Steve Emanuel,
_Fesident priest and teacher.
% The teachers are faced with
not only a personal responsibil-
ity, but also a legal one to the stu-
dents whereabouts during school
hours.

Some students say that they
need this period to do homework,
since they have no study hall.
Others agree with the staff that
this time is abused.

“There is a total defiance of
the rules during this time,” said
junior Matt Welker.

Other students agree that this
period’s rules have been pushed
to its limits.

. “The whole idea of activity
period is an outrage,” said fresh-
man Heidi Sobota. “They should
never have started it.”

..But, then what does the school

do with the twenty minutes? It is
not possible to just get out twenty
minutes earlier there are many
complications to consider, stated
STO President Merlin Lahm.
Lunch must be moved to accom-
modate all the student’s needs, in-
cluding that of the elementary
students also served by the same
lunch program. One must also
consider the teachers that teach
elementary in addition to Scotus
and their schedules. Then there
is the issue of the televisions do-
nated by Channel One. The chan-
nel must be watched for at least
twelve minutes a day or the deal
is voided.

There is more to this debate.
Some of the students wondered
about the clubs and organizations
that have meetings during this
time. Others think this is a small
obstacle easily overcome.

“If it is important, you can re-
schedule the meeting,” sopho-
more Jake Euteneuer said.

The teachers and club leaders
feel the same.

Does this mean those students
who love going to mass to see Fr.
Steve’s bright shining face and
hear the word of God every day
will be sorely disappointed? Not
for long, in addition to eliminat-
ing activity period the STO has
discussed and suggested to the
higher authorities that we have a
weekly mass. This mass would
not be the classic hour-long mass.
It would be short, around ‘the
same length as the activity period
mass with a little allowed time for
the extra communion being dis-
tributed.

All issues considered, most of
the people who were interviewed
think that activity period is un-
necessary and should be elimi-
nated.

“We need change,” said jun-
ior Jake Otte. b !

Although no final decisions
have been made, the administra-
tion is ready for a long debate
with all sides and opinions ac-
cepted.

“1 value the students opinion,
we need to address the issue from
both sides, said Morfeld. Give the

idea a chance to evolve.”

Back on top

Moments after winning the state championship Jennifer Sackett, Renee Beiermann, and Kari Mroczek
hoist the trophy high. More on the team’s outstanding feats on page 6
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Absent free day impacts raffle; turning profits this year a gamble

Craig Staroscik
Editor

Attention all students! Oppor-
tunities are now available for im-
proving social skills, marketing
abilities, and stewardship. Maxi-
mum pay of over $200. Basic writ-

ing skills are required, and talking
skills are a plus.

Sounds like a good deal, but
somebody had to mention that you
would be helping your school at the
same time. The Scotus raffle has
once again started, much to the dis-
may of students and parents. The

raffle has come to be as well re-
membered a tradition as Thanks-
giving break, and for some the tra-
dition is once again played out with
the annual tossing of the tickets
into the book bag and forgetting
them.

The Scotus raffle appears to be

too great a hassle for the majority
of Scotus students to even attempt
to sell. “I don’t have time to sell
them,” or “it’s not worth it,” are the
common laments heard from stu-
dents in the few moments of class
after the tickets are passed out.
One of the major disappoint-
ments to students
is the fact that the

25000

Raffle Ticket Sales (1998-2001)

free-day incentive
is still missing
from the golden-

rod prize posters
hanging through-
out the building.
As most students
already know, un-
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til last year a day
off of school was
given to any stu-
dent who sold at

least $50 worth of
raffle tickets. The
decision was
made by the
school board last

Scotus Raffle Ticket

Name
Address
Phone

year that getting
out of school was
not the most ap-
propriate reward

Scotus Raffle Ticket
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Phone
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for selling tickets
that were sup-
posed to support
the school. That
decision has had a

2000 2001
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dramatic effect on
the raffle, though.
From the 1999-
2000 raffle total

of $17,502 last
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year’s ticket

profit dropped to unprecedented

“It really dropped when we took
the free-day away,” Development
Director John Schueth said. “The
incentives that were offered last
year weren'’t incentives that the stu-
dents wanted. [The students]
wanted the free day or nothing.”

Despite last year’s apparent fail-
ure to meet revenue goals, the
Scotus budget is still planing on
receiving $20,000 from this year’s
raffle. A few changes were made
to the raffle this year in hopes of
higher profit returns, including ex-
tending the selling period from four
to six weeks and starting the raffle
in November instead of December.
The development office has also
opened its doors to students with
suggestions for new incentives that
would make the students want to
sell.

One plan that has been consid-
ered is to eliminate the raffle alto-
gether and either pass the tuition
on to parents or starting other
fundraisers. Other fundraisers
carry the same problems as the
raftle with fact that students would
still have to sell something.

Despite the hopes for a better
outcome with this year’s raffle, the
apparent disposition of the student
body is an, ‘I don’t have to sell
mine’ attitude.

“I wish the students could sell
the tickets without the incentives,”
Schueth said. “It is an opportunity
to help the school and be a stew-
ard at the same time.”



Opinion

Poge 2

November,
& 0.0 ]

I miss elementary school. I miss
recess, milk breaks, and coloring.
But I don’t miss the person I was in
my childhood. Come to think about
it, if I ever ran into Lauren Maul at
age six, I would give her a good
drop kick to the face.

Let’s just say that many years ago
I had a few anger management
problems. Everyone considered me
a “brat,” but I prefer to think of
myself as being simply “high main-
tenance.” Okay, I was a brat. I ad-
mit it. I threw more temper tantrums
than a diva on a bad hair day. I
would cry, scream, and bite when I
didn’t get my way. My parents were

Colorin
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There it was: what I had
dreamed of in every one of my
Thanksgivings past...my name
written on the napkin that wrapped
the silverware that sat on the place
mat that rested on the ADULTS’
TABLE!!!

Finally, after all those years of
sitting at that blasted blue card table,
I was finally old enough to sit with
the adults of the family at “The Big
Table!” My big day had finally
come. No more sitting with my legs
scrunched underneath that all-too-
short card table, no more drinking
out of tippy-cups for fear of spill-
ing on Grandma’s plush carpeting,
and best of all, no more sitting next

The pinhacle of
mediocrity

I have no life.

Case in point: In the wee hours
of Sunday morning, November 18,
I was waiting at Wal-Mart for the
release of none other than the lat-
est video game system.

Gamers are a strange bunch. I
know this not only because I am
one, but also because they tend to
have such loyalty toward their

A hazardous walk down the dangerous memory lane

stumped. They had tried everything:
punishment, reverse psychology,
taking away privileges, taking away
sugar, and many more things that
are terrible to children everywhere.
Yet, I was still a horribly rotten kid.

Then around the first grade, my
mom started to read John
Rosemond’s article. If you don’t
know who he is, you are incred-
ibly lucky. Mr. Rosemond consid-
ers himself a gifted and skilled
child psychologist. But to chil-
dren, he is the devil. My mother
claimed she read his article so she
could “understand me better” and
help me to be a “better kid.” This
meant no TV, no presents except on
holidays and birthdays, excessive
time-outs, and learning to think be-
fore 1 acted.

Thinking back, it wasn’t that bad.
They should have listened to that
cockamamie “doctor” long before

I got so bad. But back then it was
dreadful. I didn’t realize at the time
that I was a terrible kid. All I knew
was that I wanted attention all the
time, and if I didn’t get it, well, I
had to get it. Not being acknowl-

Perhaps the demon that
possessed me for all
those years ran away
after | received my First
Communion.

edged was the worst thing in the
world.

I’m not sure what happened, but
I became a “better” kid. I was nicer
to people, I started sharing, and I
gave up biting others in public.
Some can thank (or blame) Dr. John

Rosemond for this, but I think that
I just finally matured. Either that,
or the demon that possessed me for
all those years ran away after I re-
ceived my First Communion.

But it’s hard to go from being a
brat to a “good kid.” My relatives
never forgot my terrible actions,
and a few of them don’t like me
today. A couple of my old elemen-
tary school teachers are afraid of
me, and my parents are still cau-
tious around me when I have a bad
day.

One might think that those past
experiences were “good” for me,
and perhaps they gave me the

skills to have patience with the
bratty children I deal with today.
Maybe in a “perfect” world I could
deal with those little monsters, but
for the time being, they are not on
my list of people to be nice to.

I will now leave you with some

‘deep thoughts I had when I was a

child:
“Why are muppets and cartoon
animals naked all the time, but wear
towels when they get out of the
bath? What are they hiding?”

“If Jesus is really my friend, why
doesn’t he call me?”

“Mom, why does my sister say
that I'm a mistake?”

Okay, that’s enough rambling for
this time.
Now I'm
outta here
faster than a
little boy at
Michael
Jackson’s
house.

Fond Thanksgiving memories sitting around the kid’s table

to cousin Mordecai, who did every-
thing with his food except eat it.
Now I got to eat with the adults,
with the shiny silverware, the crys-
tal glasses, the candlesticks, center-
pieces, and all sorts of other deco-
rations, and the thrill of eating

(which really depresses me because
YES, I ACTUALLY HAVE THE
TIME to think about stuff like this),
the littluns’ table was so much more
fascinating than “The Big Table,”
(which now has become simply

off of Grandma’s special china.

I remember being so proud
that Thanksgiving, being pro-
moted from the littluns™ table
right up to “The Big Table.” I
thought that was the happiest
day I could ever
experience...then I remember
Christmas, and my birthday, and

Now | am the adult who
has to scrape the frog
guts off the card table

and clean the juice out of

Grandma'’s carpet.

Easter, and Labor Day, and Vet-

erans’ Day, and Independence
Day, and...well you get the point,
plus those are for future stories.
But now, when I look back, I
miss that ancient blue card table, my
little plastic green tippy-cup, and
yes, even cousin Mordecai, who
never could keep things out of his
nose. In fact, when I think about it

“the dinner table”). At the dinner
table, all I hear are things like:

“Well stocks are down 37 points
again today, so I'm going to have
to consolidate some of my shares
and liquidate the rest into a baseline
account...”

Right...I understood nearly half

of that. Or things like...

“My gosh did you see Uncle
Josiah last week? He looks awful!
I tell you the man should be put in
a nursing home, I am just getting
so worried about him...”

Right...I care about nearly none
of that, being that I’ve never met
Uncle Josiah, or anyone else men-
tioned in these conversations.

Now I’m not saying I don’t en-
joy sitting with the adults on
Thanksgiving, or that they are al-
ways dull and boring, I just think
that there are a lot more interesting
things that occur at the littluns’
table. There was always something
exciting going on. Instead of the
above, you’d hear things more akin
to:

“Wow cousin Mordecai, that
green bean really does fit up your
nose , I can’t even see it
anymore...no really, it’s gone...”
Or something like:

“Jimmy, seriously, take the frog

out of Susie’s hair. C’mon man, it
was hilarious the first eight times
or so, and pretty funny the next few
too, but the twentieth time is a little
extreme, don’t you think? Look,
she’s not even screaming anymore
because it’s getting so dull. Just put
the frog away. Thanks...hey, dude,
what are you doing now? No, don’t
even thi...JIMMY PUT THE LIZ-
ARD DOWN NOW! NO, DUDE,
PUT IT BACK IN ITS CAGE!
JIMMY I SWEAR TO EVERY-
THING HOLY...”

You see what I mean? Yeah I
didn’t think so. But I miss cousin
Mordecai’s strange abilities with
food; I miss how Jimmy reminded
me of Noah because he always had
his wonderful creatures with him; I
just miss being that little kid. How-
ever, what I’ll never miss is that
now I am the adult who has to
scrape the frog guts off the card
table and clean the cranberry juice
out of Grandma’s plush carpet.

' /A square in searchrof-a-“Cube: one night’s‘adventure

strange sight: humans sitting on
lawn chairs on a concrete walkway.
They had loads of food and spoke
in that strange language I men-
tioned earlier. ST

I quickly realized that these
were no ordinary humans, but
gamers like myself! Many of them
had brought their GameBoys, an
undeniable sign that they were also
true believers.

We talked about our favorite
games for long perioeds of time, and
exchanged information on strate-
gies for playing them.

Later, a couple of police offic-
ers pulled up and asked what we

Mike’s stunned by games’ size.

Finally, the annointed hour ar-
rived. At 7:00, the doors to Wal-
Mart finally swung open, and I
proudly marched through the doors
while a beams of light shined from
heaven and the Hallelujah
chorus played in the back-

favorite products. I mean, we
wait outside in the cold for
hours on end to buy a game
system the way most people
would wait for concert tickets.
Rather than watch a good

By 5 a.m. | was so sleep-

deprived that my perception

of reality began to blur...

ground.

By the time I got my ‘Cube
and got home, it was about 8
a.m. I played and played and
played until church, which
was unusually long this time.

movie, we play a good round

of Mario Tennis. Girlfriend?
Ha! A gamer has no time for
such distractions. We are often
stubbly, eat nothing but unhealthy
greasy foods, and speak in a lan-
guage most humans can’t under-
stand.

I had researched a particular
system called the Nintendo
GameCube, a next-generation
gaming console. While I could
spend hours bogging you down
with details (seriously), I think I
can justify all it in one sentence:
The GameCube is really, really
cool.

My particular endeavor on that
morning was rather interesting.
Staying up all night, I got to Wal-
Mart at about 2 a.m. and beheld a

Letters
to the Editor

The Rock Bottom ac-
cepts letters to the editor
for publication. Letters
should be less than 250
words and must be signed.

Letters may be subject
to editing for space and ap-
propriateness.

Send letters to Scotus
care of the Rock Bottom.

were doing. I explained to them the
purpose of our pilgrimage while
trying not to go into great detail.
They just laughed.

By 5 a.m. I was so sleep-de-
prived that my perception of real-
ity began to blur. Adding that to five
cans of Mountain Dew transformed
me into a man possessed. I found
myself squishing my face against
the store window while waiting for
the manager to open the door.

The last hour actually took four
hours. God slowed time down to
test my willpower. I was strong in
mind and passed the time by eat-
ing chips and harassing the wimps
that had fallen asleep. )

By 3 p.m. my body forced it-
self to fall asleep, which took
away precious game time, and now
I’m typing this article wasting even
more of that time.

I think you see the point.
Though you may think that games
are dumb, or not the “in” thing,
don’t knock them. They’re just for
fun. People who play games enjoy
what they do, and aren’t afraid to
be themselves. It’s a shame that
many people can’t do the things
that they’d like to because their
peer groups ridicule them. Hope-
fully my never ending stand for
gaming will one day be a pillar for
those oppressed to lean on!!

Until next time, keep that con-
troller stick smokin’.

EMPLOYEE I

OWNED FOOD STORES
Columbus, Nebraska
(402) 563-4524
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Floral - Pharmacy
Postal/UPS Service -« Seafood
Check Cashing
www.myhyvee.com

Proud Supporter of the Community!

Mart’s parking lot.

Mike poses with his reward for spending the night in Wal-
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FAX: 402-564-1516 Toll Free : 800-218-6661 e-mail: dwain.owens @ga3.com

Securities offered through QA3 Financial Corp.,Member NASD/SIPC..
Advisory Services offered through QA3 Financial, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.
One Valmont Plaza, 4th Floor, Omaha NE 68154, 402-964-3702

STRATEGIC™
PLANNING

INCORPORATED

Crystal

Hpper Kut

Tonya Meg Tami

HAIRSTYLING CENTER
564-6875
1821 23rd Street
Columbus, NE 68601

Kathy

NEAKERS

“Your Athletic Footwear Specialists”

30 Center Mall




Bock Bottom

Page 3

November,
v S i

Most students say Scotus lunch bucks stereotype

A survey of 75 Scotus stu-
dents show that 90 percent of
students agree with Starostka
and Otte responding that they
either “somewhat”
liked it “a lot.” Only 10 per-
cent of the surveyed students

Anthony Owens
Staff Reporter

Can I have your fries? Can

I have your cake?
These are two questions you

Ranch rules
iy »

® Ranch
@ htalian
B Dorthy Lynch
® French

The above graph shows that
ranch dressi is the over-
whelming f: ‘e of Scotus
salad-eaters.

CRAIG STAROf CIK/ROCK BOTTOM

cht

4
Lauren Maul
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What do you do when you have
issues with bullies, harassment, or
a controversial article in the school
newspaper?

For starters dom’t go to the
school board. It’s not because
they’re not fit to deal with those
issues, it’s simply because that’s
not their job.

“We get complaints, but a lot of
the time those [complaints] haven’t
gone through the proper channels,”
school board member Al
Neidbalski said. “Always start with
the advisor. We’re the last people
you come to.”

hear nearly every day down in
the cafeteria.

around, students can’t wait to
go down and eat. Itis the cen-
ter of their day, a time to talk
with friends over a “fancy”

When lunchtime rolls

meal. One question you

liked or

might ask yourself is ¢g

whether or not the school
lunch is worth eating. Half the r .easo” I come
“T think our school to school is to eat lunch.
lunch is great,” said jun- - Shawn Starostka
ior Jake Otte. °
Most students agree that

they are very fortunate to
have such a good lunch.

“Half the reason I come
to school is just to eat
lunch,” senior Shawn
Starostka said. “It is like
an all-you-can-eat buffet
for $1.60 that lasts about
20 minutes.”

So what exactly does the school
board do?

“Our basic job is to set pohcy
and guidelines as to how the school
is to be run,” Neidbalski said.

At an average school board
meeting, members usually discuss
new business. The meetings are
open to the public, but they only
discuss what’s on the agenda.

One of the more exciting issues
the school board is dealing with is
the raffle sale.

“We knew we were going to lose
money because the students are not
going to sell [tickets] without get-
ting the day off,” board president
John Cimpl said.

Non-students believe that earn-
ing a free day by selling a set num-

reported not liking their school
lunch.

Sophomore Scott Hengeller
is in that minority and said he
can’t stand Scotus’ lunch.

“It makes me sick if I eat
certain things and it seems as
if we eat the same thing at least

lunch.

of lunch.

ber of tickets is not a worthy pnze

The idea is that by selling tick-
ets you support the school, and get-
ting a day off of school contradicts
the support shown by selling the
tickets.

Other ongoing issues include
teacher pay. Cimpl says that even
though the teachers received a
great raise last year, they’re still
behind the other Catholic schools.

The goal is to have Scotus teach-
ers earn 90 percent of what
Lakeview teachers earn.

Most Scotus students are still
upset about the removal of some
features from last year’s Rock Bot-
tom, including “Studs & Duds” and
“Flavors of the Month.”

“There were some complaints

Clubs offer students various activites

Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporter

“FBLA members meet in Mrs.
Salyard’s roerh dyring activity pe-;
riod tomorrow.” “The next FCA
huddle will be Thursday.” “Teens
for Life will meet today during ac-
tivity period.”

These are just some of the many
announcements Scotus students
hear each day informing them of a
different club’s meeting. But what
are these clubs actually doing at
these meetings? What purpose do
these clubs serve here, and what are
they doing to reach that goal?

Future Business Leaders of
America, according to its mission
statement, provides “leadership
skills for future business leaders,”
and teaches members to “learn
about the necessary skills for the
job market.” Recently, FBLA
members have participated in high-
way litter pickup, and they threw a
Halloween party for all the Colum-
bus Catholic elementary schools.
The officers also attended a fall
leadership conference.

“It was great,” said sophomore

DAYLIGHT DONUTS

Enjoy our fresh coffee
and variety of rolls and donuts
“Quality you can taste”
Open a 5 a.m.

1266 27 Ave. 563-2011

Canice Coan. “We learned what it
really means to be an FBLA mem-
ber, and they gave us some excel-
lent ideas for fund-raisers.”

+ & the future, EBEA will be go=} ¢

ing to the State Leadership Con-
ference. This is a statewide aca-
demic competition that lasts three
days. During those three days,
there are only a few hours of ac-
tual competition, and the rest of the
time is given as free time.

What do Lego’s, an obstacle
course, and a blindfolded trust
walk through the school have in
common? Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes!

FCA is a new, student-initiated
club that, according to its mission
statement, “presents to athletes and
coaches, and all whom they influ-
ence, the challenge and adventure
of receiving Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord, serving him in their re-
lationships in the fellowship of the
church.” Each “huddle,” which is
what an FCA meeting is called, is
centered around a Bible study,
which is then applied to daily life.
The Lego’s were taking the theme
of teamwork and leadership from

You want it, We GOT it!

(D Rei Iy

AUTD PARTS

oreillyauto.com

770 33rd Ave.
Columbus |

auto o

www.ernstauto.com

2112 234 St.
Columbus
(402) 564-2736

2 1320

the Bible; the obstacle course was
constructed by the members to find
the best way to overcome ob-
stacles, and the trust walk through
thee school was to.emphasize; well;
trust.

“It’s great because it is all stu-
dent-initiated,” Father Steve
Emanuel, who sponsors Scotus’
FCA chapter, said. “Last year we
had a couple people say, ‘Yeah that
might be cool.” But this year I had
several people say they’d love to
do it, and they really took charge
and got it going.”

Teens for Life provides a way
for students to find others who sup-
port their beliefs against abortion
and to actively show those beliefs.
Teens for Life has been considered
going to the abortion clinic to si-
lently protest, and planned other
activities that are centered around
support of life.

Now in the future when you
hear that FCA has a huddle com-
ing up, or Teens for Life and FBLA
have meetings during activity pe-
riod, you are just that much more
informed of these activities, or
maybe even a part of them.

Michael Burwell, D.D.S.
2277 22™ Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601
402-563-3631

Realty Team

2626 23rd Street
Columbus, NE 68601
564-1333

www.century2lrealtyteam.com
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of a 6” or 12" sandwich. No coupon required
Vailue meal notincluded
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Hundreds

of teenagers

Advertise in
the Rock Bottom

Call 564-7165
on school days for
rates and information

three or four times a week,”
Hengeller said.

The salad bar is a crucial
part of lunch; 86 percent of
students who eat lunch eat
from the salad bar. Of that
group that eat from the salad
bar, 77 percent prefer Ranch
dressing over Italian, French,
and Dorothy Lynch.

School lunch has had a bad
reputation in the past and
present.. On television and in
[} movies, the lunch is always

avoided if possible and is

made to look disgusting. It
seems as if no one wants to
eat or no one cool eats school

That’s apparently not the
case at Scotus where a ma-
jority enjoy the daily routine

i
ANTHONY OWENS/ROCKBOTTOM

Several senior boys, including (from left to right)

Josh Birkel, Jason Engquist, and Matt Bahr,
appear to be getting all they can out of lunch as
they chow down. Most Scotus students say that

they at least “somewhat enjoy” the lunches
served in the cafeteria.

School Board tackle issues behind the scenes

and some feelings that some of the
content [of the paper] that didn’t
reflect what Scotus was all about,”
said Niedbalski. Board president
John Cimpl agreed.

“[The paper] got abused. We
wouldn’t have taken them [the fea-
tures] out if it wasn’t,” said Cimpl.
“The paper is a privilege.”

In conclusion, there are two
things that the students and parents
should understand about the school
board: the board is primarily a
policy-making committee and
people need to understand the
chain of command.

“We don’t run day to day opera-
tions,” said Niedbalski. “That’s
what Mr. Gannon and Morfeld are
here for.”

=
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John Duns Scotus: The man behind our school’s namesake

A drawing of John Duns Scotus, a brilliant thinker and teacher of
the 13th and 14th centuries. Scotus High School, originally founded
by the Franciscan order, was named after the Franciscan priest in
1965.

Craig Staroscik
Editor

November doesn’t seem to have
much in the way of holidays.
There’s Thanksgiving, Veteran’s
Day, and Christmas is only a month
away. You could even count All
Saints if you felt like ingratiating
yourself with your religion teacher.
And don’t forget November 8.

No, November 8 is not a refer-
ence to Mr. Morefield’s birthday.
It is a memorial to someone who
is as important to our school
though: the Blessed John Duns
Scotus.

Though our school is named
after him, the majority of students
don’t really know much about
Scotus, and for those students who
haven’t taken Father Steve
Emanuel’s theology class yet, noth-
ing may be known of the man.

An unscientific poll shows that
the student body’s outlying percep-
tion of Scotus is that he is the guy
they pamed the dunce cap after.
Well, yes, for a period of time
Scotus’ teachings were not widely
popular, and in a round-about way
a duns became a Medieval slam. It
wouldn’t make much sense to
name our school after him if that
was all he amounted to, though.

John Duns Scotus, a neat sound-
ing name that literally means John
the Scot of Duns, lived during the
13" and 14" centuries in Seotland,
England, and France. Not much is
known of his childhood. Accord-
ing to one legend, when he was a
boy working in the fields of his fa-
ther, he had a vision of Mary and
his mind was opened by her.

Whether his knowledge came
from a miraculous vision or from
natural-born talent, Scotus was
definitely enlightened by it. A brief
look into his education shows that
he was anything but the dunce he
is commonly remembered for. He
attended the University of Oxford
in England and later the University
of Paris, where he received his
Masters Degree. He was ordained
a priest in the Franciscan order at
the age of 25 and lived most of his
life studying, teaching, and writing.

Perhaps the best-fitting quality
of Scotus for our school was his
teachings and thinking. Scotus is
thought to have been as great a phi-
losopher as St. Thomas Aquinas.
Scotus was one of the first to think
of and strongest supporter of the
Immaculate Conception.

Before Scotus’ time, it was the
church’s belief that all people were
born with original sin, even Mary.

Scotus, with a revolutionary new
idea, said that even though all hu-
mans are born with original sin that
Mary, being the mother of God,
was born without sin of any kind.
His thinking was met with strong
opposition, from which much of
the criticism he faced came from.
It wasn’t until over 500 years after
he died that the church fully ac-
cepted his teachings, when Pope
Pius IX made the Immaculate Con-
ception dogma, or an unchangeable
church belief.

Scotus is a unique and power-
ful image for our school. He was
his own thinker. Instead of com-
piling mass amounts of informa-
tion and then rearranging it in his
own form, Scotus’ ideas were new.
He stood up for what he believed
in, and because of it the founda-
tions of our whole faith are now
based on his teachings.

The technical aspects of Scotus
probably won’t be memorized or
imprinted on the minds of the stu-
dents passing through the doors of
the building named for him. No
student should leave without a bit
of insight on the life and teachings
of Scotus, the doctor, the teacher,
and the influential thinker, simply
the man whom proudly stands for
Scotus.

Scotus .’_ word

DOWN ACROSS
1. Room 34 3. Best part of lunch for dessert
2. Giver of Geocodes lovers

4. An extra one of these is
required in chemistry in

5. What you’re supposed to do
to your English assignment

case of a mistake. 7. Club for smart people

6. Abbreviation for month 8. What you see on our coaches’
of Christmas hats

11. Your reward for three 9. Upperclass Scotus boys are re-
tardies quired to once in a while

13. Time of year when it 10. The court is closed
gets cold until spring

14. The best answer in
Theology; reason our

12. Accounting teacher
14. Now: “Dress-down day;”

school exists Formerly: day”
15. What all teams want 16. Final rankings of VB
to do and GCC.
S 17. Fr. Steve almost had to
A shave this.
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STUPID, STUPID JOKES

: How do catch
3 a unique mbif?

A: Unique up on him!!

: How do catch a
o Tmr«ylgubﬂ?

A: Tame Way!!
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m nlm! by Mike Adleman &

May T be excused
for a moment?

Rats, another
quiz!ll

They told me you
had the hook-up!

Will that be
historian or
mathematician?
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Cross country girls repeat championship

Matt Krings
Staff Reporter

One course. Six girls. Two tro-
phies in a row. The girls cross
country team came home from
Kearney the same place they ended
up last year.

“The atmosphere is awe-
some,”
Fisher. “A lot of people came
down to watch, especially from
our class. Having that much
support from my friends helped
me want to do my best.”

Cross country coach Dan
Mahoney lead last year’s girls
cross country tcam to their first
state championship. The team
started this scason out very well
and was looking forward to trying

st year’s performance.

“We knew we would be in the
hunt for/'ne c?mpl hip (at the
sute rrgctl, Mdmsney said.

iburg and Lincoln Lutheran

> WO V teams, but we

knew if we did our best good things
happen.” ;

' Repeating a state champion-

never easy, but Mahoney

d that the fact that the team won

-and baq 1In past season

Mike Adelman
Editor-in-Chief

It was over just like that. The
abrupt end of the Shamrocks’ 2001
football season left many athletes
and fans without a sense of clo-
sure.

Though the hurt of losing in the
playoffs remains in the minds of
those who participated, they are
forced to focus on the positive as-
pects of the season, and the possi-
bilities that await underclassmen
next year.

The final game against Norfolk
Catholic ended in a 49-28 loss for
the Shamrocks. Down 35-0 at half,
the ‘Rocks fought valiantly to try
to get back in the game. The ef-
fort was too little too late, but sev-
eral lessons were learned.

“It was hard to believe it was
the last time I'd put on a high
school uniform and play football,”
said senior co-captain Dana
Torczon, when recalling the last
time he walked back to the bus.

The feeling does not seem to
sink in right away for most play-
ers.

“It doesn’t really get to you un-
til you’re not practicing anymore,”
said Torczon, when asked if this
year really felt like his last.

Torczon said he was still happy
about having a winning record of
6-4, others think that fewer inju-
ries and more effort could have
lead to a better season.

“The biggest thing I'd like to
change is if everyone could have
been healthy all year,” said coach

said senior Angela 66

last year has little to do with this
season’s performance.

Senior Sarah Karges said that
because they won last year, there
was some pressure on them to do
well because of all the returning
runners. Five of the six runners at
the state meet were seniors, and

If we lost without me giving
my best effort it would live
with me forever...

- Kathleen Ames

2

‘Football team sees good

four of the seniors were returning
champions. The lone underclass-
man was freshman Kayla Engel.
She did not have the pressure of
repeating as champion, but she did
have to fill the shoes of her sister
Molly, last year’s state champion.

“At some meets people would
recognize me because of my sis-
ter,” said Engel. “This gave me a
challenge throughout the year to
make a name for myself and not
just be Molly’s little sister.”

weight room requirements, several
members of the team felt that they
could have worked harder. It
seems that these feelings did not
set in until it was all over.
“People that didn’t care
should’ve been kicked off,” said
senior co-captain Bob Soulliere,
when referring to a lack of partici-
pation of some individuals in the
weight room and in team spirit.
Soulliere said that he could just
tell that there were some people
that did not want to be at practice.

Coach Puetz would agree.

“I question the work ethic of
some players,” he said. “You can
always work a little harder.”

3ugh the season just ended
ago-t -time for-under—
classmen to start training for next
year is rapidly approaching.

“This [the result of the season]
encourages me to get in the weight
room,” said junior Tyler Roewert.
Roewert and many other juniors
will compose the bulk of next
year’s team.

Torczon and Soulliere look to
other possibilities for football in
their futures. Both said they were
either interested in college or in-
termural football. Soulliere also
gave a little advice for next year’s
team.

“Make sure they play every
game like their last and just have
fun,” he said.

As the 2001 season comes to

an end, Scotus athletes and fans
can look to next year as a new be-
ginning. The new faces that join
the team each year can always

The state meet at Kearney
turned out to be a memorable one
for the team. Fisher took first place
overall, beating the school record
for the course. Engel had an im-
pressive finish by taking fourth;
Karges came in twenty-fifth with
Kathleen Ames finishing out the

top four in the team with
twenty-seventh place. They
ended strong, but Gothenburg
did quite well themselves.
“We thought that
Gothenburg got us,” said
Fisher. “We were all very sur-
prised when we were an-
nounced the champions.”
This was very true, none of
the shamrocks thought they
had won. The announcement that
they won was all the better since
they were not expecting it. The se-
niors all said that this season
couldn’t have ended any better for
the five of them who closed out
their careers by adding another
championship banner to the Scotus

legacy.
“This was my last race as a
Shamrock,” said Ames. “If we lost

without me giving my best effort
it would live with me forever, so I

Coach Dan Mahoney, Nicole Weeder, Cheryl Bierman, Kathleen

“PHOTO COURTSEY SARAH KARGES

Ames, Sarah Karges, Angela Fisher, and Kayla Engel hoist the
state championship trophy at the awards ceremony. The team
defeated Gothenburg by only two points for its second consecu-

tive championship.

had to do my best.”

Mahoney said he will miss this
group of seniors, and they have
been one of the best cross-country
teams he has coached. Although
we pray to always be as successful
as this year, the lack of returning

state runners could be a problem
in the future. For the past two years
Scotus has beaten Gothenburg by
two points, just keep your fingers
crossed that a three peat is in store
for the 2002 cross-country team.

Climbing and L.ego’s help team unite

Derek Lahm shows size doesn t matter when it
comes to climbing. Wall climbing was one of the
many activities the boys basketball team partici-
pated in at the Fremont Y during a team retreat.

Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporter

Guys being strapped into harnesses, straining to
reach a metal bar, and slipping off of the walls. What
is this? A scene out of ESPN’s Rugged Outdoors?
No, these are just some of the experiences the Scotus
boys’ basketball team went through in their team
“retreat” at the Fremont YMCA.

“It’s an opportunity to be with each other outside
of the normal requirements of your positions and
roles,” Coach Merlin Lahm said. “And it’s also a
chance to see your teachers and coaches in a differ-
ent light, when were not instructing you or yelling
all’ the time. We’re just having fun.”

The boys traveled to Fremont and had their nor-
mal practice to begin the night. But after that, events
were anything but normal. The team was divided
into two for a four-event competition. The went head-
to-head in an actual game and in a situation contest;
they put their heads together in a “quiz bowl,” and
they relied, thers” memories and instruc-
tions m’1 1} S’J‘J’?‘?h‘f ng competition. At the end of |
these four competitions, there was no winner, the
teams had split the two events 2-2, and the tie-breaker
was free-throws. But regardless of which team was
the better at free-throws, the whole team was a win- '
ner in this case.

Lahm said the trip was a team, trust, and unity-
building experience, and a chance to have fun, and
that’s exactly what it was. Many players said they
feel the newly improved unity will help them suc-
ceed in the season.

“Except that I'm still sore from the rock climb-
ing,” sophomore Ryan Ames said, “it was awesome.
‘We got together as a team both on and off the court
and just hung out. I wouldn’t mind going back again
next year.”

Several players said that the team is practicing
hard and that they are fired up and ready to prove
this newer unity this season, and is bound and deter-
mined to let no one stand in their way.

@) First National Bank

Gary Puetz.
Despite regular practices and

learn something from their prede-
cessors.

Good Luck
Winter Sports
teams!

www.fnbcolumbus.com
1.800.456.7735

Member FDIC
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Far Left: Senior Natasha
Bender (right) and junior
Renee Beiermann (left) em-
brace after the victory over
Central City clinches the
2001 state championship for
the Shamroc’s.

Above: The team poses for
some snap shots with their

Above: Coach
Petersen gives the
line judge an icy stare
after a questionable
call. The call could ve
given the Shamrocks
the championship in
the second set, but
the Bison rallied to
win 14-16 and force
a third game.

Right: Senior
Meghan Pile
smashes a set into
the Bison court. Pile
ended her career as
the all-time leader in
kills at Scotus with
695.

Matt Krings and Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporters

They have the Nebraska record
for appearing in the state tourna-
ment finals with 13. They also have
appeared in eight consecutive fi-
nals, another record. Now, the
Shamrock volleyball team has
added one more accolade to their
trophy case. The Shamrocks have
tied the Nebraska record of eight
State championships.

“Every one comes into the State
Tournament 0-0,” said Coach Jon
Petersen. Petersen also said you
have to stay focused a lot to be suc-
cessful in the state tournament.

The first two rounds for Scotus
were not all that challenging. The
Shamrocks beat Wahoo Neumann
15-2 and 15-4; then marching on
to cruise over Lincoln Lutheran 15-
0,15-1.

It was a different story for Cen-
tral City, the team Scouts would

meet in the final for the second
straight year. The Bison started
their tournament off with a 15-8,
15-8 victory over Chadron. Their
next opponent, Syracuse, would
prove to be a tough game for the
second seeded Bison. They won

with perfect records, a match up of
number one vs. number two, and
the dramatics from last year’s 15-
O first set Scotus win, then going
on to get beat in the second set af-
ter leading much of it and the third
set as well only added to the excit-

16-14, 15- ing atmo-
11butone €€ sphere.
had to  The season could not have ended After
:\;Orﬁierf;f any better; I was VERY excited :gtg:énsgelﬂ;
tigue afterthat last ball went wide. this year’s
settled ip - Kari Mroczek state final,
for the Bi- some may
son. 99 have had
“Being flashbacks of
the num- last year’s fi-

ber one seed, you hope your
bracket is a little easier,” Petersen
said. “So that helped us a little be-
cause we didn’t have to take as
many swings; therefore, not as fa-
tigued.”

The match was like a scene out
of a movie, both teams came in

nal. However, this year the Sham-
rocks had a different plan than last
year’s outcome. In a very tight
match the Shamrocks prevailed
over the Central City Bison in a
thrilling three set match.

Coming into the finals Petersen
said he knew that it would come

PHOTOS COURTESY LINCOLN ARNEAL

Shamrock girls take state; reverse result of ‘00 finals

down to whomever could stay focused
and play a great match. He said it
would be a great challenge for his
team with Central City returning four
starters, and three of them being All-
State players.

“After they (Central City) came

- back to win the second game,” said

senior Kari Mroczek. “ Thoughts of
last year’s come-back came into my
head. I knew we had to stay focused
and play our game. The whole team
stepped up and played great. The sea-
son could not have ended any better;
I was VERY excited after that last ball
went wide.”

Although the whole team did play
solid matches all year, Petersen knows
he couldn’t have done it without the
brilliant leadership of his seniors.

“A large ingredient for us was our
seniors,” said Petersen. ‘There were
six of them and they were very skilled,
great leaders, and they were highly
motivated. They just did a tremen-
dous job for us all year.”

A perfect season

Varsity: 29-0
Varsity Matches
Holdredge W 2-0 Schuyler W 2-0
Lincoln Pius X W 2-0 Lexington W 2-0
Lincoln Christian W 2-0 York W 2-0
GICC W 2-0 Grand Island NW W 2-0
Raymond Central W 2-0 Lakeview W 2-0
Schuyler W 2-0 Seward W 2-0
DCA W 2-0 Lincoln Christian W . 2-0

Junior Varsity: 16-0

Schuyler
Neumann w
CB St. Alberts w
Linoln Christian W
Burgan W
w
W

£

Lincoln Christian
Hastings St. Cecilia

Freshmen: 12-0

Lincoln Lutheran W 2-0
Omaha Skutt W 2-0
Madison W 2-0
Lakeview W 2-0
Arlington W 2-0
Neumann W 2-0
Lincoln Lutheran W 2-0
Central City W 2-1

trophy. Back row: Coach
Janet Tooley, Coach John
Petersen, Lynn Weeder,
Taylor Harsh, Andrea
Brezinski, Michelle Flint,
Coach Julie Blaser, and
Manager Tara Zabawa.
Middle Row: Laura Dolezal,
Taryn Ketter, Nicole Mielak,
Jennifer Sackett, Renee
Beiermann. Front Row: Lori
Beller, Kari Mroczek,
Meghan Pile, Natasha
Bender, and Amanda
Cielocha.

Near Left Top: Junior

Nicole Mielak serves it up

against the Bison in the fi-

nals.

Near Left Bottom: Junior

Jennifer Sackett passes the
all.

The Dynasty

Consecutive State
Championships
6-Bellevue West (1992-97)
6-Shickley (1987-92)

5-Scotus (1995-99)

Most Times in Finals
13-Scotus
10-Grand Island CC
9-Bellevue West

Consecutive Years in
Finals
8-Scotus (1993-2001)
6-Bellevue West (1992-97)
6-Shickley (1987-92)

Mo tat t
Matches
44-Grand Island CC
43-Lincoln Northeast
41-Scotus

Most State Tournament
Match Wins
32-Scotus
32-Grand Island CC
27-Bellevue West

Most State Tournament

Appearances

21-Lincoln Northeast

18-Grand Island CC

18-Lincoln East

18-Papillion-LaVista

18-Ogallala

17-Scotus

Most State Championhips
8-Bellevue West

8-Scotus

6-Grand Island CC

State Championship
Games 1994-2001
2001: Scotus defeats
Central City
2000: Central City def.
Scotus
1999: Scotus def.
Syracuse
1998: Scotus def.
Centennial
1997: Scotus def.
Hershey
1996: Scotus def.
GICC
: Scotus def.
GICC
: GICC def.
Scotus
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DOES SCOTUS HAVE THE SPIr1£?

Definition and display of spirit can mean many things to people

Editor

Semester tests
loom in first

weeks of 2002

Mike Adelman
Editor-in-Chief

Semester finals are the culmina-
tion of five months of hard work.
Or are they? The students voice
their opinions on the administer-
ing of the tests and the value they
hold.

The semester final is a standard
in most classes. Basically it is a test
over all previous materials worth
10% of the semester grade. Some
students and faculty discussed if
that grade was valid.

“No,” said Junior Dustin Becher.
“Some people don’t test well. It
should be 5%.”

Father Steve Emanuel disagrees
and considers that the ten percent
rule just.

“In my class, easily. I would
make it a third of the grade,”
Emanuel said. “Since it’s a total
point grading system, it’s probably
the percent of the what you can
earn anyway.”

That makes sense considering
that some finals in classes are ac-
tually worth less than normal tests
themselves.

Then there is the debate on
when the tests should be taken.
Some schools take them before
Christmas vacation to avoid that
“holiday forgetfulness.”

Asurvey found the student
body nearly evenly split as to

- prefering the test before or after the
Christmas break.

Scotus currently administers the
tests toward the middle of January.
This allows plenty of time for stu-
dents smart enough to study. The
determining factor is if the students
are willing to prepare for the tests.
Some are not.

“You never go back to the mate-
rial again,” said junior Wade
‘Wembhoff.

This is a common feeling among
students. They fail to see the point
in going over material they have
already seen. The “cram and flush”
mentality is quite popular among
students.

Semester finals that are compre-
hensive yet manageable is the goal
of the teachers. This year, they will
be taken the week after students
get back from Christmas vacation.

No matter when semester test
are held, let the cramming begin for
another tradition as regular as
Christmas.

Craig Staroscik

“HAVE WE GOT SPIRIT? Have no clue?
Do I have spirit? How ‘bout you?”

No, it is not the normal Scotus cheer at
halftime, but it poses a curious question.
What is school spirit at Scotus, what does it
mean to us, and who lives it?

School spirit, or that ability to act and
experience positive school unity, is a sen-
sation that anyone who tries to should be

able to feel at Scotus. There are undoubt-
edly those who wish that school spirit is
dead, who cringe at the symbolism of a
pep rally. There are many more who be-
lieve our school’s spirit is alive, brim-
ming and growing. From the court to
the stage and the field to the bleach-
ers, school spirit is making a comeback.

Students and teachers alike can

agree that school spirit has a

great impact on the ap-

pearance of our
school.

“School
spirit applies
to all as-
pects of

school,”

Activities Director Gary Puetz said.
“It is a positive attitude to all ac-
tivities, not just an individual sport
or group.”

“School spirit is what makes us
look proud,” eighth grader Derek
Stankoski said. “It’s what shows
others that you care.”

Schools spirit does make a big
impact on students

thing noted by many. As demon-
strated by the sophomore’s listless
response in the winter sports’ pep
rally, some students either think
school spirit is overrated or that

lack of spirit is more popular.
“Some classes think they are too
cool to cheer, some are uninhib-
ited,” history teacher Sean
Wickham said.

and organizations. 6 6
Athletes know the
rush of adrenalin as
chants and cheers
come from the side-
lines. So how does
Scotus rank its

want to do it.

You can’t force school
spirit; students have to

- Jesse Johnson

“But overall the
spirit is improv-
ing.”

Improving
seems to be the
word to describe
school spirit.

spirit? In Junior
Jesse Johnson’s opinion, school
spirit is improving.

“Our spirit is medium, but its
getting better,” Johnson said. “In
seventh grade you never saw this
type of enthusiasm. But other
(schools) don’t see our spirit as
good as theirs is because not ev-
eryone [at Scotus] gets as in-
volved.”

The fact that not everyone gets
involved in school spirit is some-

Many agree we
have some catching up to do with
other high schools, such as Colum-
bus High, but our own spirit grow-
ing thanks to the efforts noted by
several.

“Seniors are the most vocal;
they have the biggest spirit,”
Wickham said. “The junior class is
catching up though. Cheerleaders
are trying to motivate students, and
students are trying to understand
what they can do even with restric-

tions.”

Johnson agrees.

“The junior class has taken over
spirit,” Johnson said. “The cheer-
leaders, mostly juniors, are stron-
ger than ever now.”

The positive comeback of the
Scotus cheerleading program is but
one example of the inflating energy
in students. Two years ago, the
cheerleading program seemed to be
on its last leg, but as Johnson
noted, has made a lively comeback.
Puetz thinks that the improvement
comes from another font.

“How the seniors act dictates
how the rest of the school be-
haves,” Puetz said. “The seniors
are leading well, and others are fol-
lowing.”

Even with all this positive moral
behind the betterment of showing
school pride, others note that even
though overall spirit is better, it still
fluctuates at times.

“At times [our school spirit] is
average, at other times, above av-
erage,” said PE teacher Janet

See Spirit, page 3

Decking the halls

Ann Beiermann and Niki Van Ackeren decorate the freshman hallway for their theme “A Gifted Christmas.” Every year each class
decorates their hall in preparation for Christmas break.

MIKE ADELMAN/ROCK BOTTOM

'Too much going on, not enough time

Between responsibilies and having a social life, students learn to value and manage time

Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporter

Demanding teachers, over-
whelming schoolwork, sports, fine
arts, a job, plus personal endeav-
ors: it’s enough to make one want
to rip out his hair. But there haven’t
been too many mysteriously bald-
ing students around Scotus as of
late, so how are they handling this
juggling act of work and play?

“I’m having a nervous break-
down,” sophomore Mary Naughtin
said. “I feel like doing a cartwheel,
and I can’t even do cartwheels.”

But gymnastics are only a small
part of students’ routines.

Our school day last approxi-
mately 7 hours and 31 minutes, but
most students arrive well before the
8:04 bell. Most are here between
7:30 and 7:45, but some are here as
early as 6:45. Plus, those who have
practices for sports, or speeches,
or plays, do not leave at tkle s ol

bell. Basketball practices run until
6 0’ clock or a little after. A speech
practice may only take 15-20 min-
utes, but more often than not there
is a lot of waiting for the people
going before you, so one could
easily stay until 4:30. Play and mu-
sical practices last

ter a poll of many students, the re-
sults were that the average student
spends about 1 hour each night
doing homework....except for those
in Speech I. When those students
were factored in, that one hour in-
creases to almost 3 hours. That

adds up to over

anywhere froman ¢¢ the limit of the
Sandanaithours, 1feel like I'm doing Sl atovitics
With school cartwheels, and I can’t out of all these
f}?dt lpractices. even do cartwheels. take ﬁ:iori:y
at leaves ap- ¢ over others to
proximately 14 - Mary Naughtin balance the
hours left in the 99 schedule?
day. Then factor “I put off

in a job, music lessons, dance les-
sons, babysitting, or a variety of
other activities, there are approxi-
mately 10 hours left in the students
day. That’s plenty of time, right?
Well, subtract the doctor-recom-
mended 8 hours of sleep and you’re
left with 2 hours.

But what about homework? Af-

ROCK BOTTOM, scotus Central Catholic High School, Columbus, NE
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homework for dance,” sophomore
Katie Ingram said. “I put off sleep
for homework, and I put off home-
work until as late as I can.”

Many interviewed students
agreed with this idea. Homework
and sleep take the backseat to any
other activities one may have on
their schedule. But the homework
still seems to be getting done, and
that can only mean a lot less than

eight hours of sleep.

Is there any help for these sleep-
deprived students? Of course there
is. It’s called CHOICE, which is a
serious of questions you can ask
yourself to effectively manage your
time. CHOICE is:

Compare your activities.
(Which ones are most important?)

How will your choice affect you
later? (What are the conse-
quences?)

Order your priorities.

Inscribe your schedule. (Write
down all your activities.)

Carry out the plan you’ve made.

Enjoy being in control of your
time.

So, overall, is all of this sched-
ule-cramming and sleep-depriving
worth it?

“It doesn’t seem like it’s worth
it now,” Ingram said. “It’s really
frustrating, but I know it will be
good for me. I'm sure when I’'m in
college things won’t be any
easier.”
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December,
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Kids are nicer during the holiday
season. One might say this unusual
conduct is meant to promote peace
on earth, brighten an elderly
person’s day, or simply to do what
Jesus would do. But the true rea-
son for this unnatural occurrence
is not to better the world, it’s to
increase the child’s number of pre-
sents.

Kids are nicer around the holi-

Co\m—'lms Out
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Snowflakes that stay on my
nose and my lashes, silver white

Christmas is great. Christmas

'songs, colored ‘lights; sinnamon -

~sticks, cold wintef nights.' every-
thing about the holiday makes you
giggle inside like a little child. As
with almost everything else in life
that seems to be too good to be
true, Christmas has flaws as well.
For me, that eternal dislike is one
of those unavoidable conse-
quences of Christmas: Christmas
presents
I have always had this problem
with Christmas. For some reason,
every year people feel this relent-
less need to run out and buy me
stuff. I have a strange, some may
even call it insane, dislike for get-
ting gifts. When I was in ninth
grade, my Christmas list was as fol-
lows: medical supplies (I am a dia-
betic), a calculator (for my Algebra

P

The pir{nacle of
mediocrity

While working at Wunderlich’s
the other day I was putting away
unused plastic silverware from a
dinner party. During this time a
question came to me: why are more
spoons left over than anything
else? I have concluded that our
friend, the spoon, is being ne-
glected.

Rather than prove my theory
with in-depth facts and hours of

“difiits, sl
that because it is Christmas they

Children sacrifice behavior, dignity for presents

days because of presents. It’s com-
mon knowledge. If you’re “good,”
you will get more presents. So ev-
ery year after Thanksgiving, kids
around the world practice the fine
art of brown-nosing with parents,
grandparents, teachers, siblings,
and whoever else may feel the gift
of giving.

It’s sneaky, underhanded, and
downright ingenious of them.
That’s right: ingenious. (And no,
“ingenious” is not a synonym for
“sneaky”. It’s just a big word for
smart.)

Adults are always saying that
“kids are God’s little presents,” or
that “children are the greatest cre-
ation.” Personally, I feel that belief

is horse hockey. That’s right, horse
hockey. (Or in layman’s terms,
“poo.”) Some kids are selfish,
whiny, loud little monsters. Not that

Everyone knows it’s
not how many presents
you get; it’s simply how

good they are...

I hate kids or anything, that’s just
how some kids act before they ma-
ture. As for the adults saying those
cockamamie aphorisms, they don’t

have young children at the present
time. They are, in other words,
clergy, celibates, or grandparents.

Sure, maybe you know a kid who
just wanted “world peace” for
Christmas. Perhaps they did want
world peace, but I'm sure that if you
read down their list a little further
you would discover that they also
really “just” wanted a pony.

That’s why kids grow up. If they
didn’t grow up, the world would
be a giant version of the island in
The Lord of the Flies. Or, for the
illiterate among us, “a very bad
place.”

Some people are under the sus-
picion that the holidays have be-
come over-marketed and downright

corrupt. It may be true, but hey, the
holidays are what you make them
to be. Go out and visit a homeless
shelter on Christmas, or buy your
kid the pony. If that’s what makes a
good holiday, good for you.

Everyone knows it’s not how
many presents you get; it’s simply
how good they are. Um, I mean, the
important thing is that you spend
the holidays with loved ones. Or
with really good presents.

I want tc wish each and every
one of you a very happy holiday,
but I’'m saving that wish for some
new art supplies.

But happy holidays anyway.

Now I'm outta here faster than
Frosty at a snow cone convention.

Some people find the joy of Christmas in gifts...

winters that melt into springs.
These are a few of my favorite
things. But they can’t top one
thing...PRESENTS!!

I'love Christmas presents. Yes I
know...“Itis better to give than

finally get to open those gleaming
packages boggles the mind. Espe-
cially when your mother puts them
under the tree a MONTH BEFORE
YOU GET TO OPEN THEM!!

going insane from a lack of shak-
ing presents. My hands start to
shake just from habit whenever I
see any Christmas trees.
So basically, all I'm really say-
ing is, that when it comes to

receive,” but does anyone out
there actually know someone
who absolutely despises find-
ing a package wrapped up in
shiny paper with his or her name
on the tag? I highly doubt it.
Plus it’s always better to receive
gifts than shell out money for

My favorite part of gifts is
guessing what they are by

shaking them so hard it
measures on the Richter
scale.

Christmas gifts: T HAVE NO PA-
TIENCE!

Sadly though, after so many
years of shaking and shaking,
one almost becomes an expert
on knowing exactly what the
gift is, and it almost ruins the

relatives you see once a year.

And my favorite part of
gifts...(besides actually opening
them)...guessing what they are by
shaking them so hard that it mea-
sures on the Richter scale. Be-
cause, who wants to wait?? The
anticipation of that time when you

The wait drives me insane. Plus
now that I am older, I'm expected
to just be patient and wait for
Christmas to arrive. Well, some-
times CHRISTMAS TAKES TOO
LONG TO ARRIVE!! I think I'm

it was when I bought it, I just
grabbed one off the shelf’ the con-
founded mothers walk away won-
dering.

However, I myself am not one
such expert, so I will continue to
cause miniature earthquakes with
my gift-shaking when the parents
aren’t watching...

{ ///////

fun of opening the gifts.
“Be careful,” mothers §0
warn, “you might break it.” A b1
“No I won’t,” the overly \ ,/
anxious children respond. “It’s ~ ~—_ 2

just a Megator V X-ray vision
model action figure.”

‘It is? Wow, how did he know
that? I didn’t even know that’s what

...and others would rather forget the madness

1I class next the year), and a school
shirt. That was one of my most cher-
ished Christmases. Most years I'm
not that lucky, but that year I actu-
ally got something from my list, and
I still use that calculator today.
Still, parents, grandparents,
uncles and frigndsall thihk
have to go out of their way to pick
out, buy, wrap, and give presents

Christmas presents last year.
‘Why do people think it so nec-
essary to give presents anyway?
My first assumption is that they
wanted to show their great affec-
tion for me by getting me something
that would improve my overall hap-
“pirfess 'or well ‘being. "Thef, T're-
thought the idea, causing hot apple
cider to travel up my nasal cavity
and shoot from my nose in spas-

to me. Why? I don’t want pre-
sents. Give me a week out of
school, a Christmas tree in a
warm house with at cup of hot
apple cider wrapped up in a blan-
ket, and I am just about the most
content fellow on the planet.
Christmas is supposed to be
about brotherly love and cel-

| have always had a prob-
lem with Christmas.
For some reason, people
feel the need to run out
and buy me stuff.

ebrating and thanking God for

giving us His Son, right? But
noooo, because it is Christmas,
thése who supposedly love me
have to shower me with worldly
possessions packed in cute little
boxes with affixed little bows that
were probably used to decorate my

modic little bursts.

Yeah, right! The only reason
these sneaky little people bought
me presents was so that they could
watch me humiliate myself as I
opened up expensive foreign-made
goods and while I sat there think-

ing that I had not gotten them any-
thing. They knew well what I know
now: the only way to avoid this
painful self anguish would be for
me to go out of my way to buy them
something too.

Squeezing up the stairwell after
7'tHe fihal bell 1§ a‘hard thinig to'do.
* Caliming a hungry mob may be éven

more difficult. Nothing in this
world, however, compares to the
daunting task of shopping for
Christmas gifts. Guys are not made
to shop. Stores across America
have developed to make the most
of this holiday shopping period,
and the least for the male populous.
That car that swerves out of no-
where to steal the last available
parking spot within missile range
of the store was not just there by
chance. Nor is the fact that every
conceivable gift idea (including
board games you play on the toilet
and over 7,000 different types of
screaming toys) appears on the
shelf except the ones you are look-
ing for. Store managers hire guys

(the kind who are too insensitive
to worry about buying presents)
to make sure that other male cus-
tomers have no possible chance of
leaving the store satisfied.

Larry: “Hey, look at that guy! He

"found something that was on his

gitlfriend’s Christmas list.”

Dillon: “All right. Don’t panic.
I’11 go get the scary gorilla suit, you
just make sure the rest of the dis-
play is cleared by the time I get
back.”

Most stores are not careless
enough to let this kind of mistake
slip by, but it proves while we men
will never ever be able to buy the
correct present for anyone. So,
back to my original assumption,
why would people want to give me
gifts to make me give them gifts?
They just want me to go out, fight
the muddle of crowds at stores and
give them a gift so they can go to

See Staroscik, page 3

Forget the whales, it’s the spoons that need saving

research, I have decided to wing it
with radical opinions and harsh
assumptions.

Why don’t we use our spoons
anymore? I find myself simply
taking a fork to do the job of the

Not only that, but the fork is pointy,
and it can hurt if you are not care-
ful. The spoon is nice and smooth,
and doesn’t want to hurt anyone.

try to make life simpler? Do we sim-
ply not like spoons? Why???
Perhaps the lack of use of
spoons can be rooted in the larger
problems of society. The fork:
“TV, video games, movies; rough

spoon, as well. Not only does
this hurt the spoon’s feelings for
making it feel unimportant, it
also overworks the fork. Now
two pieces of tableware are un-
happy because of one minor

The spoon is nice and
smooth, and it doesn’t
want to hurt anyone.

and unkind,” has replaced the
spoon: “family, friends, and
kindness.” This void in society
can only be filled if we start us-
ing our spoons more. If we do it
will create a domino effect and

oversight.

eventually solve every problem

Another thought is that the
spoon is for breakfast cereal only.
Not true. The spoon can hold its
own against the fork when it comes
to mashed potatoes, corn, and
beans. Ever tried to use a fork to
eat applesauce? Didn’t think so.

Yet another theory is simple for-
getfulness or the lack of spoons to
be used. Could this forgetfulness
stem from our own lack of self-mo-
tivation? Are we trying to lump too
many thing together in each day to

in the world.

The spoon problem can be eas-
ily fixed. Eat nothing but soggy ce-
real or pudding for the next few
days and your appreciation for our
unsung hero will grow by leaps and
bounds.

Then the spork comes into the
mix. The spork (a spoon-fork hy-
brid in case you didn’t know) is like
corporate America. It tries to make
everything more efficient but for-
gets the important things that the
spoon and fork represent in their
pure forms. The only way around
this is to avoid the spork com-
pletely. If we continue to use it we
may find ourselves searching for
other forms of acceptance to fill the
void that the absence of conven-
tional tableware will create.

If you’re still with me, then you
are as crazy as I am. Hopefully this
insane rant has either brightened
your day or given you the same
distorted insight that I have on the
world.

Letters
to the Editor

The Rock Bottom ac-
cepts letters to the editor
for publication. Letters
should be less than 250
words and must be signed.

Letters may be subject
to editing for space and ap-
propriateness.

Send letters to Scotus
care of the Rock Bottom.

EMPLOYEE

ligVee

OWNED FOOD STORES

Columbus, Nebraska
(402) 563-4524
Kitchen- Catering *Bakery
Floral - Pharmacy
Postal/UPS Service *Seafood
Check Cashing
www.myhyvee.com
Proud Supporter of the Community!

TACO JOMHMNS

There's a Whole lot of Mexican
Goin' on at Taco John's

3805 Howard Blvd.
Columbus, NE 68601

564-1022

ERNST

auto center
www.ernstauto.com

2112234 St.

Columbus
(402) 564-2736

2 ) | 8B

Michael Burwell, D.D.S.
We. 2277 22 Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601
402-563-3631
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As temperature of school fluctuates, so do behaviors and opinions

Kelli Morrison
Staff Reporter

Blue, no, green, maybe, oh, I
have nothing to wear. Mom! How
cold is it outside?

The air begins to change and
multicolored sweatshirts appear in
mass. Students at Scotus are con-
stantly trying to find new ways to
keep warm or keep cool, as the case
may sometimes be. The tempera-
ture of the school is a large issue
these days among students.

So, how big of an issue is the
temperature swing? Well, let’s just
say every year when the weather
starts to become extreme, the halls
are filled with the grumbling of stu-
dents who would rather be else-
where. These conditions aren’t at
best when the air turns chilly ac-

cording to the majority of students
interviewed. The condition of the
heaters seems to be the most dis-
cussed topic on the agenda.

“They blow out cold air, cool on
good days,” said Ellingson about
the condition of the heaters.

Although, not all of them seem
to be unable to work to the best of
their ability when it comes to keep-
ing a room nice and toasty. Many
of the teacher’s heaters work too
well, but that’s not a problem to
some.

“It’s better to be able to open a
window and regulate it than to have
it too cold and not be able to help
it. I’'m happy with it,” said Spanish
teacher Connie Felger.

. This seems to be the general
consensus among those with ex-
treme conditions to handle.

Although, most think that the
conditions could be more bearable
they feel the janitorial staff is do-
ing their best to keep the school a
pleasant place for learning. One
must all also consider the age and
structure of the building in which
we reside.

“It’s not like it’s a new house
where the air conditioning doesn’t
work,” said Felger. “You have to
consider the age of this building
and the material your working
with.”

Then, of course, we must all re-
member that we pay to learn with
God in our midst and the budget
for minor convinces is hard to work
with. Then there’s the other side of
the temperature.

The students are more willing to
accept the “Snow Days” rules than

the “Heat Days.” This is probably
because snow is tangible and there
must be a fair amount of it, while
heat is intangible and the amount
is up for speculation. The question
has often been asked as to how hot
is too hot to learn or function nor-
mally and be safe. This brings up
the other side of the temperature
war, when it becomes too hot to
think or even breath.

The students feel that the regu-
lations should be lowered because
the body heat and constant mov-
ing plus the obvious fatigue cre-
ates a bad environment to try to
learnin.

“If it gets too hot, we get tired,”
said junior Amy Ellingson.

The teachers also feel that their
energy is spent on trying to keep
the students awake and paying at-

tention when the mercury rises.

“The students become slug-
gish,” Felger said. A

Many students have com-
mented on the “almost unbearable”
heat of the classrooms, especially
the ones on third floor. Even
though the students are unhappy
with the present conditions they
are not willing to give up their valu-
able vacation time in exchange for
air conditioned rooms. This is why
study hall teachers have to regu-
late the number of students that
they allow to venture to the tem-
perature controlled media center.

So, perhaps the heaters will
never stabilize and we will all have
to deal with the heat, but at least
we will always receive our quality
education and the staff will do their
best.

Rocking around the clock? It all depends on what your curfew is

Matt Krings
Staff Reporter

When the clock ticks later and
later on a weekend night, every kid
has to deal with curfew. Making
sure they get home on time is one
of their biggest responsibilities
they are given outside of school.
The curfew kids are given is what
parents base trust on and shows a
true character if they choose to fol-
low it.

The city curfew for kids under
fifteenis 11 p.m., yet many kids of
that age have a curfew later than
that.

“If parents make sure they can
get their kids home, then they can

stay out as late as they want,” said
Columbus Police Officer Alan
Wilkins. “When they (kids) start
to walk home or just go out in the
streets past 11 is when the
problems start.”

Wilkins added that for 16-
year-olds, there is no curfew
by law, but it’s totally up to
the parent’s judgment.

Freshman Jeff Olmer said
kids just want to go have fun
and not worry about getting

night, but it is too bad his parents
won’t let him stay past 12.

Most of you at this time are just
wondering what is there possibly

cards, or anything that involves
numerous peers.

“There is nothing better than
five-man-call-your-partner-frenzy
(card game, pitch),” said

If parents make sure they can

get their kids at home, then the
kids can stay out as late as they

in trouble. It seems that there
is really nothing to do after
midnight for most people, but most
students take a different view.
Sophomore Michael Schaecher
says that the fun begins at mid-

to do at that late of night. Well, most
students at Scotus seem to like
hanging out with friends most of
all,and watching a movie, playing

Sophomore Jon Scholz.
Then there are those with
no curfew at all. Many jun-
ior high students claimed to
have no curfew, and after

want. more investigation the rea-
e son for this is because they

- Officer Alan Wilkins don’treally go out yet. Their

29 parents don’t give them a

curfew because they come
pick their kids up at their own con-
venience. The students that hon-
estly don’t have a curfew are often
thought of as the bad kids or the

wild ones to the mature crowd.
However some students don’t
think this way of them.

“The ‘good’ kids can have the
latest curfews because they have
earned their trust, so they deserve
everything they earn,” said fresh-
man Paige Hottovy. “So I think the
‘bad’ kids are home earlier than the
ones that can be trusted.”

Whether you like your curfew
or you think it is totally unfair, re-
member a couple things: be good,
when your parents see that they
can trust you your curfew could
easily skyrocket. If you think it is
totally unfair, well just remember
what Mrs. Johnson always says,
“The fair is in July.”

Girls spend hours shopping for the perfect gift; guys grumble

Matt Krings
Staff Reporter

From the day after Thanksgiv-
ing to late Christmas Eve, thereis a
=ishopping fever.that-seems to hit
many ‘people around the world.
People can’t wait to get their gifts
for the ones they love, but the ones
that seem to have the most shop-
ping urge is, of course, the women.
The question of why does it take
so long is one of the mysteries of
woman that men just cannot figure
out. Men have looked for the an-

Sp]l'lt School enthusiasim said to be improving

Tooley. “It seems to vary between
game to game and sport to sport. It
is easier to be motivated when
you're doing well. It is when you
are down that you need that spirit
from the stands, but that is when it
is shown least. Unfortunately, our
overall success is taken for granted,
and sometimes spirit is withheld
because people don’t want others

swer for years, on and off between
bowl games at least, but can this
question ever be answered cor-
rectly?

“Woman look for sales and won- .
_der if this will be the right thingto

get that someone,” said seventh
grader Lance Schmidt. “Men don’t
care if what they got is actually
good, they just are happy they got
something and it didn’t take long
to get it.”

Maybe the answer is in where
they shop. Many students have
to go out of town to find gifts be-

to do as well.”

The display of school pride is a
definite asset to uniting and
strengthening the school body.
Even though it isn’t always at its
peak, students realize that it is
something that has to grow natu-
rally over time with the support of
others students.

“You can’t force school spirit,”

Staroscik: Humbug to gifts

all the after Christmas sales to ex-
change their gifts without the
hassle of two-hour checkouts and
random gorilla mobbings. Not only
that, but while they are in the store
they get to start picking out what
they want on next year’s Christmas
list!

So please, this holiday season,
give the gift that keeps on giving.

from page 2
Forget the presents, the shining rib-
bons, and even the stocking
stuffers. Show someone you really
do care by giving them absolutely
nothing. And for those of you still
wondering, all I wanted for Christ-
mas is my sanity, and yes, I'll put it
down on my list right after I clean
this apple cider off my Christmas
cards.

Upper Ku

Crystal Tonya Meg Tami Kathy

HAIRSTYLING CENTER
564-6875
1821 23rd Street
Columbus, NE 68601
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Nebraska

V &
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1464 26th Avenue P.O. Box 606
Columbus, NE 68602-0606
(402) 564-2731
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www. unitedbank.com

&
Columbus Federal

BANK

Mortgage Loans,
Consumer Loans,

Savings, IRA’s, Investments

1371 - 26th Avenue
or 26th Ave & Hwy 30
Columbus, NE 68601

cause of the shopping selection in
Columbus.

“There is no mall in Columbus,”
said sophomore Whitney Becher.
“About the only thing I could get

-in:Columbus.is Wal-Mart clothes,
and who wants those?”

It’s true that trying to find good
shopping in Columbus can be a
challenge at times, but is it an ex-
cuse for the extensive time it takes
girls to shop?

Then the point of pickyness
comes up. Maybe because girls
are so picky that it takes them an

from page 1

said Johnson. “Students have to
want to do it, to get involved on
their own.”

School sprit, whether it be
cheering from the stands or roar-
ing at a pep rally is a vital feature of
our school’s moral. It is what makes
Scotus a body and a force as it
ripples through the stands as stu-
dents scream for the big green.

~ Try our delicious
MEATBALL SUB
gently simmered
in a rich
Italian sauce.

3019 23rd St.
Columbus
Gat's hy
571 So. 33 Avenue
[South of Loup Bridge
Columbus
(402) 564-2833

eternity to find what they want to
give for gifts. Some male students
may agree with this.

“If you get the girl the wrong
thing she probably would never

.1 forgive you,”said eighth grader
Jared Rickert. “I could get a stick
of beef jerky and love it; a girl would
cry and shun you.”

But it is not just being picky.
Girls tend to get more gifts for
friends, and naturally more gifts
takes more time.

“I trade names with all my girl-
friends,” said seventh grader

Natasha Scholz. “People have to
realize how many presents a girl
has to get, that’s why it takes so
long.”

AHHH... maybe that is the an-
swer the men of the world search
for. If that really is the case though,
well take all the time you need la-
dies.

“There is no way I could give
up a present just to save the girls
time,” freshman Pat Schaecher
said. “I have a feeling that every
guy feels that way too.”

First National Bank

www.fnbcolumbus.com
1.800.456.7735

Member FDIC

402-564-00545
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From the grinch to Uncle Eddie, Christmas movie season is here

The Rock Bottom Staff

As inevitable as snow, at least
in most winters, those holiday mov-
ies are back. Whether it’s Charlie
Brown directing the Christmas play
or Frosty the Snowman coming
back to life, the moments in these
movies are forever burned into our
hearts and minds. The Rock Bot-
tom Staff has listed their favorite
movies and the reasons they like
them:

the Snowman i

It didn’t win any awards, and it
isn’t always remembered forit’s in-
telligent dialogue, but it sure as
heck holds a special place in my
heart.

Frosty the Snowman has
changed my life. I even have the
soundtrack in vinyl, which I played
constantly throughout the summer
of my first grade year. This story of
a magical snowman coming to life
and playing with the local children
is definitely worth a watch this holi-
day season. I recommend the car-
toon version, as the clay-mation
version is usually frightening to
anyone with vision.

The ending is without a doubt
shocking, as no one in his or her
right minds expected Frosty to still
be alive by the end of the first half

hour. "

I guarantee that this film about a
little snowman with a dream in his
heart and a magical hat on his head
will change your life. Or, perhaps,
just waste precious present open-
ing time. -Lauren Maul

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever -

Turning books into movies has
been a big thing recently. First
Harry Potter, and then Lord of the
Rings. But one of my favorite mov-
ies based on books has to be The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever. This
hilarious movie is about an old
school Christmas pageant in a
small town. Watch this movie to see

‘isdlso time to

what happens when the white trash
family no one likes has their daugh-
ter star as Mary in the church
Christmas play. -Lauren Maul

Ernest Saves Christmas
It’s Christmas Eve, and Santa has
lost “The Magic.” He needs to find
areplacement before 7:00 pm. This
sounds like a job for...Superman!
But Superman has a run in his
tights. What about...Batman! No,
Batman’s ears are drooping. Who's
left? Ernest! Ernest Saves Christ-
mas is a great Christmas movie. Al-
though it may not be as funny as
some of your typical
Ernest movies, it
has some great
moments. There
are warp-speed
sleigh rides,
reindeer on the
ceiling (that’s
right, the ceil-
ing, not the
roof, but the
ceiling).
elves in
trench §
coats, and
high-speed
taxi rides. !
Amidst all
these comical
moments, there

show the good
messages J
Christmas ‘
brings with 3
it, such as h
friendship, i
honesty, and
forgiveness. So this holiday sea-
son, sit down with your family,
share some laughs, maybe some
tears (ok...probably not tears) and
rent Ernest Saves Christmas. -Eric
Grubaugh

A Christmas Story

A Christmas Story- The ultimate
classic that aired for 24 hours

straight last year and is sure to
again. The story revolves around
Ralphie and his quest to get a Red
Rider Bee-bee Gun. Along the way
there is a cast of colorful charac-
ters and exaggerated personalities
from the point of view of a young
child. I picked this movie because
it showed grown-ups in that
“Charlie Brown-esque” way, where
they don’t understand kids at all
and are very scary. The best parts
are when Ralphie beats up the
bully Scott Farkus, and when
Ralphie utters “Fudge” and gets
his mouth washed out with soap.

- An in-

winner, everyone should catch
this flick at least once during the
daylong marathon. -Mike Adelman

A Charlie Brown Christmas

If you need a holiday movie that
has a great underling moral mes-
sage, is recognized by everyone
but has a plot line that runs slower
than the Abominable Snowmoster

with a toothache, then A Charlie
Brown Christmas may be the movie
for you.

As the story 'goes, Charlie
Brown is a crucial part of that year’s
Christmas pageant. His job it to
find the perfect Christmas tree for
the set. Eventually, after spending
several minutes walking through
the same repeated backgrounds,
the Blockhead picks out the most
ugly tree. Though the tree in no
way resembles an evergreen of any
type, Charlie Brown feels sorry for
it and takes it back, only to be ridi-
culed by the others. Although the
movie does have a noteworthy
moral, the headache
you get from watch-
ing Snoopy attempt
to be funny or hear-
_ing Lucy’s annoy-
: ing, repetitive voice,

.3 may not be enough
to encourage you to
watch this Christmas
‘classic’. -Craig
s Staroscik

Home Alone
More than
often a Christ-
mas Classic is
amix between
_# the gathering
[§ of families with
much love and
happiness.
L] Most people
* want to sitdown
and watch these
classics from
start to finish
without interrup-
tions. I'll bet that
this isn’t the case with Home Alone.
We all know the only part that is
worth watching is the end. There
is no denying that all the traps
Kevin McCallister sets are genius
and we only wish we could do that.
This still is a classic due to the hi-
larious pranks pulled, and at the
end the little boy reunites with his

family. -Matt Krings

The Grinch

The Grinch is the statement of a
man named Dr. Seuss. The proper
title of this movie/book is How the
Grinch Stole Christmas. The
movie that is animated is more
closely related to the book and has
less bearing on reality. The new-
est version of the movie, including
the infamous Jim Carey as the
Grinch, is a much more realistic
portrayal of how this story might
actually have come about. We
highly recommend this movie to all
people, not just those under 12. It
carries a message that we have
heard many times, but usually ig-
nore. It also has several hidden
messages that are not in the book
but are worked in quite nicely in
the movie and the soundtrack is a
must hear hilarious expression of
Seuss’s personality. So, if you wish
holiday fun and a message of love
and tolerance with cool special ef-
fects and makeup, see How the
Grinch Stole Christmas. -Kelli
Morrison

National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation
This is the funniest Christmas
movie I have ever seen. It is an
hour and half full of laughs and a
classic in the eyes of many. I
strongly recommend this movie to
those of you who haven’t seen it
National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation is another example of how
things are done in the Griswold fam-
ily. Nothing ever happens they way
it is supposed to, Clark always tries
to think of a way to get around it,
and Cousin Eddy is always there
to offer a helping hand. Cousin
Eddy played by Randy Quaid, is
one of the funniest characters in
the National Lampoon’s movies.

I highly suggest this movie to
anyone who needs a laugh or if you
are bored over Christmas break.
-Butch Owens

Editor

December 26

‘Many cultures

December 5

December 26-January 1 Kwanzaa

Boxing Day or St. Stephen’s Day

lebrating during hhday season

Crowded stores, hyper children, and remarkably trashy decorations: all of these disturbing instances are results of the crazy holiday known to many as Boxing Day. Oh wait, I
mean, Christmas. While you'’re putting up with Santa and his over-commercialized version of Jesus’ birthday, other cultures have their own forms of holiday fun. Light the menorah
for Hanukkah, or whip up some Soul Food for Kwanzaa. In either case, have a great holiday season whether you participate in these other holidays or not.

Sinterklaasavond

A holiday in the Netherlands where Sinterklaas, or St. Nicolas, is dressed like a bishop in red. He brings presents with his servant
“zwarte Piet” (black Pieter) on a white horse. It’s similar to America’s version of Santa Claus.

This year: December 10-18 Hanukkah

A Jewish holiday which celebrates the victory of the Maccabees over the Seleucid Greeks. A candela- %
brum (or menorah) is lit for eight nights, in celebration of the Maccabees’ rededication of the corrupted ~*
Holy Temple, and in celebration of freedom. However, it’s not just to celebrate the victory over the 4
Greeks. It’s also to remember the miracle of the oil.

An African American celebration with focus on the traditional African values of family, community responsibility,
commerce, and self-improvement. Kwanzaa is neither political nor religious, and it’s not a substitute for Christmas. It’s
just a time to reaffirm the African-American people, their ancestors and culture. (Kwanzaa literally means “first fruits of
the harvest” in the African language Kiswahili.)

Legend says that on this British holiday observed in Canada and Australia, the noblemen “boxed up” gifts for their servants. It is
also known as St. Stephen’s Day. Stephen was a martyr who was stoned to death shortly after Christ’s crucifixion.
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1266 27 Ave. 563-2011

Columbus, Nebraska 68601
Phone 402-564-4443 » Fax 402-563-4068

Guality
Full-Service
Printing &

Design

Tolt Free 800-328-5872
E-mail mail@uitgraphics.com
- Hot Eats...Cool Treats
Dairy
Queen 665 33rd Ave
i Columbus, NE 68601
brazier

AUTO PARTS

oreillyauto.com

e Kl L,

JEWELERS GEMOLOGISTS

Craig Stephan
Certified Gemologist
American Gem Society

P.O. Box 340
2507 13th Street
Columbus, NE 68601




Entertainment

Page

December
200 ol

Lead Paint Chips by Lauren Maul

“Children are by far our greatest gift
this holiday season. So this Christmas,
| want you all fo try to remember the
wonder and innocence of your
childhood holidays.”

little Dude by Mike Adelman

| wanted the BIG

PONY!

Here's our new HDTV set 8 then this must

with a DVD player and sur- E?szhgﬁa';zzr AL b j;
round sound!! with a €D
burnerl!

Actually, that's a -

Wy
toaster.' e éﬁ‘g
B s

Christmasg Bifts from J -Z

TBere’s an alphebetical list of pregents. Some e would like to see, some we
bave alveady seen, and others that just fit a letter.

A — & new bell gpstem for Seotus

1B — bin Laden in a bag

€ — Crping towel for Colorado fans ¥

B — Pana Torzon wearing #25, scoring touchdotons

€ — Eric Cattau telling jokes

FF — Free Jeans Bap, I mean “Bress Bolwn Bap”

& - BCA, Game Cubes Anonpmous for certain
editors of the paper

B — Beisman Trophp for Eric Crouch

I — Fambic pentameters, ob toait thoge are boring

J — Jackal, the best Nintendo game eber created

R — Rigs from a girlfriend or bopfriend

¥ — FLauren’s column being illitevacy friendly

M- Monep for all, especially Scotus teachers

3 — Febraska vollepball back in final four next pear

® — Opsterhead announcing a tour of the Midivest

3P — Plapstation 2, to distract us from our homework

@ - Quall in a box

R — Roge Botwl for the Cornhuskers

S — Snotw Bayps, if it eber snolwg

T — TWaliban Remobval sprikled all ober Afganistan

® — Wndertwear, of course

¥ — Pictory in the Rose TBotwl

¥ — White Gravy

X — X-2Box to work on our thumb -epe coordination

P — Pearly Netw Bear’s resolutions to ignore

% — ZZ Wop’s Eliminator Album

9. Sports teams try to do this
10. __, __ pants on fire

12. George Orwell wrote the
book Animal, - < Y1
15. A plant you kiss under
18. Santa rides one of these
19. Tator

20. Frosty was one of these

puppet and a
14. Silent

'ﬁ%ﬁd

scotus
Across: 3. Sleeping pills make you ____
1. These pull Santa’s sleigh 4. Christmas colors: green and ___
8. of coal 5. Keeps the doctor away

6. The main ingrediant of candy

11. Roast these over an open fire

12. This is on your windows in the

3 UF {wn‘q‘ apdhis the lastnaate of aformer; «
h Nebraska quarterback

13. A muppet is a combination of

, holy

24.Three of these in a yard
25. Santa is coming to here
26. Upon a midnight

Down:
1. Red-nosed reindeer

2. Resturant Village ____ their

15. The opposite of nice

16. This is white, cold, and fluffy

17. You go somewhere when you
don’t like where you are

21. Opposite of young

22. When someone dies, they meet

23. Bird with big eyes and says “who”
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Scotus, Columbus High benefit from cooperative sports teams

Craig Staroscik
Editor

Six-thirty am. Just enough time
to get up, get dressed, and speed
to the gym for weightlifting. Te-
dious curls. Wrenching sit-ups.
Shower, get dressed again, grab a
quick breakfast, and head to class.

As any athlete knows, sporting
has its demands. Now, take all of
the normal sports preparation and
add having to go to another school,

meet new coaches, teammates, and *

rules to the mix. These are just a
few examples of what some stu-
dents in co-op sports have had to
go through.

With the crash of that last vol-
leyball hitting the floor for Scotus’
win over Central City, fall sports
season ended, paving the way for
the winter games. Scotus students
will not only be cheering for “The
big green,” as two co-op sports
take to the mats and pool. Colum-
bus High School shares both its
wrestling and swim teams with
athletes from Scotus. According to
Activities Director Gary Puetz, the
CO-Op sports program was initiated
about five years ago with boys and
girls tennis, followed by swim-
ming, wrestling, baseball, and soft-
ball. The program had some con-
cerns for both Scotus and CHS, but

Puetz said it has turned out for the
best for both schools. With a dif-
ferent environment, Scotus stu-
dents must adapt to sharing an-
other school’s team.

“There are no real differences,”
junior wrestler Tony Schwank
said. “It is still a sport, but at a
different school.”

It is true that sports are basi-
cally the same, and the fact that
practice schedules and procedures
are different at CHS than at Scotus
accounts for some inconveniences
among athletes.

“Weightlifting every day can be
arush,” Schwank said. “Lifting in
the morning is hard because they
[CHS] start later than we do. It’s
hard to get from there to here on
time.”

Adjusting to a new schedule is
one part of what makes a co-op
sport different, but dealing with
new fans and coaches has varymg
results,

“Some parents from CHS don’t
like the Scotus, students,” junior
wrestler Jason Avery said. “The
kids all treat you the same, but
some of the parents are upset when
you wrestle instead of one of their
kids.” ;

Not only are pressures felt from
parents, but from coaches as well.

“The coaches expect us to do

more, because of Scotus’ reputa-
tion for good athletes,” said
Schwank.

Regardless of how the coaches
or parents see the Scotus partici-
pants, tension between Scotus and
CHS students does not play a big
factor.

“Most of the kids get along,”
said sophomore swimmer Angie
Boeding. “There are some excep-
tions, but that is true in any type
of sport. I’ve made a lot of friends;
it’s easy to get along with them
because we have the same inter-
ests. If something was changed, I
think co-op sports should get more
attention. We get our lockers deco-
rated and have posters in the hall,
but a lot of people really don’t no-
tice us.”

Of those interviewed, most
would like to see the co-op pro-
gram left as it is. Students agree
that Scotus doesn’t have the bud-
get or interest to build the pro-
grams on their own, and most ath-
letes say they are satisfied with the
current system. As Puetz noted, the
co-op sports program has advan-
tages for both Scotus and CHS.

“It’s good for the students who
want to go to our school and par-
ticipate in any sport,” Puetz said,
“and it’s good for Columbus High
because they get some of their best

players
f r.a
Scotus. It
helps the
two schools
get along
better, we
have to co-
operate
with one
another. It’s
a good
deal.”
Admin-
istrators,
activity
programs,
and espe-
cially stu-
dents that
have ben-
efited from
these pro-
grams con-
cur that co-
op sports is
the . best
way for stu-
dents to get
full advan-
tage of the
different
opportuni-
ties available in Columbus. So this
winter season, in between rooting
for Scotus at home basketball

PHOTO COURTESY NICK HALL

Junior-Nick Hall participates in wrestling as one of
Scotus’ co-op sport athletes. Wrestling is just one
of several co-op sports avaliable to Scotus students.

games, why not try cheering for
those Scotus students dressed in
maroon?

Thrill, challenge of hunting attracts teens to early mornings

Anthony Owens
Staff Reporter

It’s 5:30 in the morning,
around 23 degrees out, and there
is a fresh blanket of snow on the
ground. It sounds like a pretty
awkward scenario for most, but a
perfect chance for hunters to get
some game.

Depending on the type of game
you hunt, you may want to get an
early start.

Senior Tim Mlinar said he
doesn’t mind getting up early as
long as he shoots a few birds that
morning. Mlinar hunts migratory
birds, such as ducks, geese. and the
occasional crow.

“I started hunting about four
years ago, and I have loved doing
it ever since,” Mlinar said. “I go
hunting just about any time I can.”

Senior Matt Peterson said he

started hunting
when'''he !'was
just six'! years
old. g 5
T used tosit’
in my dad’s tree
stand with him
until he got his
deer,” Peterson
said:” 4 “used to
have so much
fun even though
I never did any-
(A e e
Peterson doesn’t
hunt deer much
anymore, but he
e is start-
1308
world of duck
hunting very
amusing.
Like Mlinar and Peterson, most
hunters have completed a hunter

(T TIN o

safety course. Hunter safety in-
forms hunters, young and old, how
to stay safe and make the right

STer: PHOTQ CQURTESYANTHONY OWENS
Anthony Owens and Blake Aschoﬁ pose with the bounty of a re-
cent huting expedition for Canadian geese. Aschoff and Owens
are just two of the many Scotus students who enjoy hunting.

decisions
while hunting.
At the end of
the course the
students must
take a final
exam review-
ing what they
have learned.
All hunters
under the age
of sixteen are
required to
have a
hunter’s safety
card with them
while they are
hunting. Once
they turn six-
teen they are
required to buy
a hunting license, a habitat stamp,
and if they plan to hunt migratory

birds like ducks and geese they

must buy a duck stamp too.

A big controversy with hunting
is the problem with using lead shot
in shotgun cartridges. Lead has
quite a few advantages compared
to some other alternatives. Lead
has more killing power than steel
or copper and it is more reason-
ably priced, which makes it pref-
erable to other metal shots. Lead
is illegal for hunting migratory
birds, which raises complaints
from those who hunt those such
birds and have to use more expen-
sive steel shots.

Hunting is always a dangerous
sport. Hunters who don’t know
what they are doing can seriously
hurt themselves or others. If you
go hunting don’t screw around, al-
ways have your safety on your gun
on, always know where your
muzzle is pointed, and use com-
mon sense.

Reading puts some students into worlds of mystery, some to sleep

Lauren Maul
Editor

“I’m sorry, but you’re cutting in
on my leisurely reading time.”

Just because you don’t hear
many people say this line, doesn’t
mean that they are not reading.
Reading for fun is a foreign con-
cept to some people, but to others
it puts the “fun” back in “funda-
mental.”

These days, more people are
reading thanks to Harry Potter. In
fact, in English teacher Nathan
Arneal’s classroom, the Harry Pot-
ter books have been checked out
four times as much as the other
books. But for many students,
reading has always held a special
place in their hearts, with or with-
out Harry.

It may surprise and shock you,
but some students aren’t exactly
turned on by literary masterpieces
that don’t include pictures on ev-
ery page.

“Reading takes up too much

tlme, “said sophomore Joe Held.
“But I read books for school un-
less they are boring. Then I stop.”
According to many
students, they don’t
“hate” reading; it’s
just that most books
aren’t appealing.

“I haven’t found
any good books that 1
like to read,” said jun-
ior Tony Bayer. “And
I don’t usually read
assigned books for
school.”

Although some
students claim they
don’t read assigned
books for English
classes, some of them
actually do read them,
and some even enjoy
them.

“I loved the book
Night by Elie Weisel,”
said sophomore
Michael Ingmansen.
“(Sophomore Engish

teacher) Mrs. Schaad always has
a brilliant menagerie of exciting
books for us to read.”
Ingmansen
also said he en-
- joys read-
%k ing in or-
| dertoen-
hance his

verbal skills.

Female students are usually
more eager than males to express
their love of all things literary.

“I’ve always liked reading,”

said freshman Aleah German. “My

favorite book is A Child Called It,

because it’s a true story, and you

can’t believe that it actually hap-
pened.”

Even upper classmen, or in
this case “class-women,” ben-
efit from reading.

“I think you get more out of
reading than watching TV.
Reading will expand your
mind,” said senior Melissa Wan-
gler, whose favorite author is
Nora Roberts. Suspense themed

books are popular, but to some
students, the classics are more
appreciated.

“I enjoy reading the Bible for
fun,” said junior Rachel
Raimondo.. “Maybe it’s because
my parents read me the Bible
when I was little.”

Just because reading seems to

be more popular with the girls
doesn’t mean boys don’t always
enjoy a good read.

“The whole Goosebumps col-
lection is a preferable choice,” said
junior Tyler Weinand. “But watch-
ing TV is better because it requires
less thinking.”

It seems like one cannot even
talk about reading today without
bringing up Harry Potter. Many
students have read and enjoyed the
books by J.K. Rowling and have
also seen the movie.

“I do like Harry Potter, even
though everyone makes fun of me
for it,” said senior Jill Micek, who
also saw the movie. According to
many students, the book was bet-
ter than the film, though the movie
was still enjoyable.

“The book was better, because
it had more details than the
movie,” said German.

Whether you love it or hate it,
reading will still be a part of our
lives as long as there are people
who still think occasionally.
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SWAT teams practice hostage rescue at Scotus

Craig Staroscik
Editor

Suddenly there was a relentless
pounding on the door. Seconds
later officers stormed through the
opposite side of the room. Bodies
flew to the ground as demanding
voices screamed “Get down!
Hands over your head!” In an in-
stant it was over.

All this occurred in a S.W.A.T.
team rehearsal that took place Janu-
ary 10. Scotus and the Nebraska
State Patrol conducted a practice
hostage situation, a drill designed
to teach administrators, teachers,
and students what it might feel like
to be involved in an actual hostage
situation.

“I think that this type of educa-
tion is necessary from the stand-
point that something like this could
ever happen,” Scotus Superinten-
dent Bill Gannon said. ““After Col-
umbine it heightened everyone to
the situation. This type of training
helps [school administration] and
the police learn what to do.”

The mock assault provided a
triple purpose for those involved:

it helped Scotus’ school adminis-
trators reevaluate the current emer-
gency plan at Scotus, helped offic-
ers practice their skills, and taught
educators how to react.

The drill that took place involved
a seven-member group of officers
from Team B of Nebraska’s five

13
It’s startling to think
that this is necessary,
even in our school

- Ashley Pritchard

29

S.W.A.T. teams.

Although the only shots that
were fired came from the shutters
of cameras, all the officers were
armed with loaded guns and ap-
peared in full gear. Members of the
student council and faculty were
divided and placed in five different
rooms, some of which contained a
‘hostage taker.” The hostage
taker’s job was to pick a hostage
and provide a target for the incom-
ing S.W.A.T. team. Former Scotus

student Nathan Malicky, who is cur-
rently studying for his major in crimi-
nal justice, was one of these hostage
takers as part of his self-described in-
ternship. Having participated in this
type of program for his educational
training, Malicky described the reac-
tions people have during the situation.

“Your natural reaction will be to
freeze up, but you just have to help
the officers,” he said. “If this was a
real situation, they wouldn’t know
who the bad guy was, so they have to

suspect everyone.”

As the S.W.A.T. team made its way
from room to room, they performed the
tactical operations that would have
been applied in a real hostage situa-
tion. After waiting minutes, partici-
pants were drawn to the attention of a
rapid pounding on their room’s door.
Seconds later the group would pour

in from the opposite door, yelling com-

mands and threatening with body
pads, riot shields, and assault weap-
ons. The team operated with incred-
ible speed as the entire seven-man
group swarmed into a room following

precise orders and formations.

The strike offered a learning expe-
rience for those who were involved,

senior high basketball player.

Here’s the plan...

Seventh grader Karrie Starzec and other Intramural basketball players huddle around their coach,
senior Nicole Weeder. Junior high students are divided up into four teams, each coached by a

MIKE ADELMAN/ROCK BOTTOM

even though after following in-
structions to “Get down and
cover your head!” most indi-
viduals had little idea of what
was going on around them.
Though participants saw little
more than the floor after the
armed officers charged in,

OTTOM

(‘RAIDSTARCIKIROC
Team leader Dave Spiegel, left, explains some of the tactics
used by the hostage rescue teams, shown here without some
of their gear. During the actual drill, the lead officer held a bullet-
proof shield as the team entered the rooms.

S.W.A.T. team leader Dave Spiegel
commented later that that was ex-
actly what they would be seeing in
a real situation.

Not knowing what to expect, a
few were nervous anticipating the

See SWAT, page 3

New schedule to be voted
on next board meeting

Proposed daily schedule would move school day up,

eliminate activity period.
From staff reports

A new daily schedule was pro-
posed by Scotus administration to
the school board at its January 17
meeting.

The new schedule would elimi-
nate activity period. Teachers and
students have complained in the
past that they twenty-minute pe-
riod after fourth period was not be-
ing used properly. In particular, it

had been noted that the number of
students roaming the halls at this
time had reached an unacceptable
level.

The proposed schedule, which
is to be voted on by the-beard-at
its Feburary 21 meeting, would start
the school day at 7:55 a.m. and end
itat 3:12 p.m. The length of classes
would remain the same as in the
current schedule. However,

See Schedule, page 6

High school dating scene

good enough,

Matt Krings
Staff Reporter

It’s another regular school day,
and chances are you can count on
certain couples hanging around
together and walking each other to
class. Many couples have emerged
on the scene here at Scotus, but
many of us are not aware of the
commitment these people share
with each other.

In high school, many students
are just looking to have a good
time. Together the students par-
ticipate in sports, fine arts, academic
responsibilities, and all the other
aspects of school. Is it really pos-
sible to find a true partner in this
process?

for now

“No, because everyone in high
school are idiots about relation-
ships™ said senior Wes Wembhoff.

‘Whitney Becher agrees, saying
that high school boys have a way
to go before being worthy of “true
partner status.

“They (high school boys) are
too immature when they are at this
age,” she said.

Sure there are advantages and
disadvantages to be dating some-
one. What is the best part though?

“When I am grounded, my
woman can come over and cook for
me,” said sophomore Nick Sahs.
“The way it should be.”

The chances of high school
sweethearts staying together for

See Dating, page 4

Eighth grade drama class conquers nerves to produce 60s Mania

Lauren Maul
Editor

Ringo Starr jumping out of a box,
kids kissing on the couch, and crazy
mayhem only the eighth grade can
provide: all ingredients for the jun-
ior high production of ‘60s Mania,
written by Craig Sodaro.

‘60s Mania, the play of choice
for the second-quarter 8" grade
drama class, is a hilarious glimpse
of what happens when there are
misunderstandings that cause
chaos to ensue.

In the play, the audience returns
to the 1960’s to learn about a typi-
cal family that has an untypical day.
When the boss asks to join them
for dinner at their home, the father
assumes he is going to be fired.
(Later we find out that the boss just
came to give him a promotion.)
Meanwhile, the daughter wins a
date with her dream guy Ringo
Starr. The older daughter has a re-
lationship with a good-for-nothing
hippie and is going to run away

with him to ‘Purple Mountain’. The
wife’s aunt (played by Maria
Prohaska) is trying to cause trouble
while the rest of the family is trying
to impress the boss.

As bewildering as that may

(19
Luckily people could
improvise very well
despite technical diffi-
culties.

- Sandie Bernt

sound, the eighth graders actually
pulled it off, with a few minor prob-
lems. Besides having to deal with a
glass vase breaking on stage and a
misunderstanding with the cues,
the kids only had a short amount
of time to memorize their many lines.

“Yes, we had some exciting mo-
ments,” Mrs. Sandie Bernt said.
“Luckily, people could improvise
very will despite technical difficul-
ties. They also did very well con-

sidering the long [Christmas]
break.”

Adding to the obstacles, many
of the boys had a basketball game
on the night of the final rehearsal
so they weren’t able to run through
the whole thing. Despite their many
hardships, the cast had a pretty
good experience overall.

“I have one of the leads; I play
the mother,” said 8™ grader
Stephanie Laudenklos. “It has a lot
of lines, which is tough, but it’s fun.
One kid in our class had [to say]
the word ‘cremated’, and he said
‘cemented.’ We all laughed.”

Though some 8" graders are in-
terested in pursuing their drama
careers in high school, other cast
members are not so thrilled about
the drama experience.

“My character is an old dad,”
said fellow cast member Justin
McPhillips. “It’s difficult practice
and learning all the lines. I
wouldn’t want a lead again.”

See Drama, page 4

LAUREN MAUL/ROCK BOTTOM

Eighth graders Alexis Casillas, left, and Clint Torczon work on their
lines before the performance. Several of the students said that memo-
rizing lines was one of the more difficult tasks in putting on a play.
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Immaturity leads to destruction

Scotus has a third-grade prob-
lem. No, it’s not being quiet in
the halls or even making sure stu-
dents can dress themselves; it’s
worse. One or more individuals
(namely males) in our school
think that it is still “cool” to write

Not being able to go the the
restroom without reading
the tabloids is getting old.

artist would have more than a 10-
word vocabulary. We truly feel
sympathy for the writer of the
graffiti. Most students have read
the warnings in the announce-
ments to stop writing on the
walls, but the people who write

on the restroom walls.

these announcements have ne-

The first step to solving this
problem is to find where it stems
from. The need to put someone else
down without doing it to his or her
face is often due to the lack of a
spinal cord or brain. The offender
either has such incredibly low self-
esteem that he must write on a
RESTROOM WALL to bolster
some confidence, or has absolutely
no life to speak of.

Perhaps the perpetrator thinks
he is being funny. Oh, yeah. It’s
funny, all right. Making the custo-
dians work extra hours to clean the
graffiti, thus raising tuition. Bet the
parents think that’s really funny.

Not only that, but the messages
on the wall say nearly exactly the
same thing every time. One would
think such a professional graffiti

glected to realize that this per-

son obviously couldn’t under-
stand “big words.”

It’s sad that we have to write an
editorial addressing such a ludi-
crous issue. This has to stop, and
soon. Not being able to go to the
restroom without reading tabloids
is getting old fast. Maybe teachers
will have to escort students to the
restrooms from now on...

New Year’s resolutions going unfulfilled

Ou+

Colorin
tHhe™ Lires

“I’'m going to lose 10 pounds.”

“I’'m going to work out at least
twice every week.”

Sound like you on New Year’s
making resolutions? Well, that’s
definitely not me. New Year’s reso-
lutions, pssh, what a waste. My
resolution is: never to make an-
other New Year’s resolution. Why
not, you ask? Because I NEVER,
EVER keep them!! I don’tever re-
member a single time where one of
my resolutions lasted more
than...a day. Seriously. I could
make my resolution the easiest task

my bed (much to my mother’s dis-
may). Come to think of it, I don’t
remember the last time I made my
bed, dusted or vacuumed my room,
or picked up the wet towels I hang
over my weight bench. My room is
a mess! I am just too incredibly
busy to clean it.. .or, actually that’s
what I’d like to say. The truth would
sound more like...I am just too in-
credibly lazy to clean it.

Ok, now where was 1? Ah, yes,
New Year’s resolutions. (Wow,
how did I get off on messy rooms
starting with New Year’s resolu-
tions??) Like I said, I NEVER keep
them. I’m sorry but the first thing,
let alone the most important thing,

‘Holy cow I am absolutely starv-
ing. What is there to eat around
this place?”

What? Huh? Oh, right, the New
Year’s resolution thing (Wow, how
did I get off on food starting with
messy rooms? Or was it losing ten
pounds? Aahh, I can’t remember).

So like I was saying about New
Year’s resolutions—wait a minute,
what was I saying about New
Year’s resolutions? Oh well, I for-
get. Anyways, how many of you
actually keep your resolutions for
the ENTIRE year, EVERY DAY, not
missing a SINGLE time?! I don’t
know. I'm not even sure why I
asked, but I know thatIdon’t, EVER.
Maybe it’s because I'm afraid

I don’t remember a single

time where one of my
resolutions lasted more
than... a day.

of the drastic change one little
New Year’s resolution could
cause. Or maybe it’s because I
just think we use the New Year
as an excuse to say we’re going
to do things we don’t have the
time to normally. We could very

well make these resolutions ANY

in the world. Like, say...I am going
to make my bed every day. I would
wake up on January 2, get out of
bed, and trudge upstairs, never
even giving a second thought—
actually, never even giving a first
thought—to my already-old New
Year’s resolution.

that comes into my mind every day
isn’t “Ooh gotta do my New Year’s
resolution now.” The first thing that
comes into my mind when I wake
up is mainly just a series of grunts
_because it’s too early to get up, no
matter what time it is. The most im-

As a matter of fact, I’'m not sure
Ieven remember the last time I made

portant thing that comes to my
mind every day is something like

other time of the year. But heaven
forbid we promise to work out twice
a week in the MIDDLE of the year,
and not at the BEGINNING of the
year. What a waste of time that
would be, huh? But yeah, you’re
probably right, that’s not the rea-
son. I just never keep them because
I’m just too darn lazy to make my
bed 365 times a year.

Geeks: The “In-Crowd” of the future...

The pinnacle of
mediocrity

They’re making a comeback.
Pretty soon the athletes will be the
ones who get picked on. Video
games and comic book reading will
be the main pastimes of our future.
“What madness is this?” you

dents, but now “normal people” are
finding out for themselves.

1 especially like the quote from
Bill Gates: “Be nice to nerds,
chances are you’ll be working for
one someday.”

The increase in technology in
everyday activities has been the
main cause. Example: A person
buys a new computer. He goes to
his geek friend for help, who effort-
lessly sets up the computer. The
person then realizes that this
“geek™ is more than what he ap-
pears. He is an intellectual stud. An
“all-star” if you will. The person
then models himself after his geek

edy Central encourage geeks to cel-
ebrate their useless knowledge and
use it to make money.

Geeks spend their liesure time
playing complex video games or
tradable card games. Both involve
high levels of strategy, and provide
an excellent means for exercising
their gargantuan minds. Ordinary
folk who partake in these activities
can elevate their mental powers as
well.

Geeks are not to be feared. Most
intend no harm, and if angry, can
usually be calmed with a glass of
prune juice or an episode of Star
Trek.

Remaining in good physical

ask. Simple. The geek uprising
has started.

It is becoming increasingly
cool to be a “geek” in this day
and age. Most people are com-
puter functional, which was once
only a trait of geeks, the thick-

| especially like the quote

from Bill Gates: “Be nice to
nerds, chances are you’ll be
working for one someday.”

condition is still important. Smart
geeks are able to hide their
“geekiness” when necessary, as
in athletic competition. Regular
exercise and motions other than
putting Pringles in the mouth will
prolong the life span and provide

rimmed glasses are back, and the

the energy needed to carry out

Revenge of the Nerds movies are
cool.

American society is beginning
to realize that being smart is actu-
ally more important than being ath-
letic. Sure, parents and teachers
have always said that to their stu-

friend and thus becomes a geek.
Repeat process as needed.
Popular culture is now a safe-
haven for geeks. Television shows
such as Beat the Geeks on Com-

the geekiest of tasks.

The next time you want to stuff
the little nerdy guy in the locker,
remember, in ten years he’ll prob-
ably own you. Try to have respect
for the intellects, they are the ones
who make life easier.

How to cope with your
perpetual singleness

Valentine’s Day. Bah. Let me tell
you, if I ever saw Cupid on the
streets I would give him a good kick
in the diaper.

Now, I'm not bitter or anything,

self that they’re fighting
Valentine’s not venereal disease.
Here are some of my favorite
quotes from some great anti-VD
tunes:
“I’ve had the blues, the reds and
the pinks, one thing’s for sure:
Love Stinks,” — J Geils Band
“I tell myself that I can’t stand
the pain, but when you hold me
in your arms I say it again. So
come on come on, Come on, come
on and take another little piece
of my heart, now baby,” - Dusty
Springfield (I prefer the Janis :
Joplin version.)
“T’m gonna miss

T’ve just had some
really unpleasant
Valentine’s Day ex-
periences. For ex-

Now I’m not bitter or
anything...

you when
you’re gone,
yeah I’m gonna
be torn. Just re- *

ample, in grade

school everybody

had “valentines,” and it was a big
deal to have your own designated
“special someone.”

I never had a valentine. Blame it
on the glasses, the mushroom hair-
cut, or the braces, but I never had
someone to exchange cupcakes
with on February 14. But I was still
okay. I mean, my bad luck with ro-
mance couldn’t last once I got to
high school, right?

Excuse me while I laugh on the
inside.

It turned out that Scotus was a
whole lot more disheartening.
There were even Valentine’s Day
cookies that you could buy for
your “special someone” to be
handed out in activity period.

Bah.

Sure, I was upset. I could have
sworn that when I got contacts, a
new hairstyle, and lost the braces I
would be a “Valentine Magnet.”
Hah. If anything, I was a Valentine
Repellent.

That led me to the conclusion
that I was jinxed. Terribly, terribly,
jinxed. Somewhere out there, all the
little cupids were laughing at me
and throwing a “Let’s Laugh at

o L R G )
Yo' know, éVen though I 'still
despise Valentine’s Day, I don’t
whine around about being single
like I used to. (And by the way, this
article is not whining.) Instead, I
take my anger that bubbles up ev-
ery February and turn it into a mix
CD. The good ‘ole “Valentine’s Day
Sucks Mix.”

As for those vile Valentine cook-
ies, I send a couple to myself and
say that they’re from “a special
someone.” Hey, it beats not get-
ting any cookie goodness.

If you hate February the 14" as
much as I do, when you watch the
movie Superstar and hear people
shout “Fight VD,” just tell your-

member that I/
love you, just remember you
were warned.” — Ani Difranco
Now I’'m outta here faster than
a sheep getting the flock outta
here. And that’s pretty fast.

\«Monda-Shepard . i
mol2:Eaten by, the, Monster.of

Valentine's Day
Sucks Mix

1.Love Stinks

J Geils Band

2.Take Another Little Piece of
My Heart

Janis Joplin

3.You Can't Hurry Love
Diana Ross & the Supremes
4.What About Love?

Heart

5.You Oughta Know

Alanis Morisette

6.Dilate

Ani DiFranco

7.All By Myself

Jewel

8.Alone Again, Naturally
Gilbert O’Sullivan

9.(Don't They Know It's) The
End of the World

Skeeter Davis
10.Untouchable Face

Ani Difranco

11.Baby, Don't You Break my
Heart Slow

SRS To]

Love

Sparks

13.When You Were Mine
Ani Difranco
14.Heartbreaker

Pat Benetar

15.Crying

Vonda Shepard

16.What Becomes of the Bro-
kenhearted?

The Temptations
17.Single White Female
Chely Wright

18.Love is a Battlefield
Pat Benetar

19.This Old Heart of Mine
Rod Stewart

20.1 Will Survive

Gloria Gaynor

First National Bank

www.fnbcolumbus.com
1.800.456.7735
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DR'S LARRY MALICKY AND DAN MICKEY
1371 29TH AVE #1HOSPITALDR
COLUMBUS 800-653-1724 SCHUYLER
402-564-00545 402-352-3855

Letters
to the Editor

The Rock Bottom ac-
cepts letters to the editor
for publication. Letters
should be less than 250
words and must be signed.

Letters may be subject
to editing for space and ap-
propriateness.

Send letters to Scotus
care of the Rock Bottom.
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Class of 2001 reminisces, gives advice to current senior class

Craig Staroscik
Editor

The second, and for some, final
semester at Scotus has begun.
Now, more than ever, seniors are
starting to feel the pressure and
anticipation of life after Scotus.

The looming question of “What
do you want to do after high
school?” that countless relatives
and friends of friends have asked
is finally being confronted by even
the most procrastinating seniors.
Some students will be the first to
leave home, others will follow from
the footsteps of older siblings, but
no matter what, it will be a new and
unpredictable journey.

A year ago another group of
men and women were preparing for
this same journey. After having
been out of Scotus for almost seven
months, the Scotus class of 2001
has already been through some of
the roughest trails on the road
ahead of them. Many of these
former seniors who broke the con-
fines of life as the rest of the stu-
dent body knows it came back over

Christmas vacation and shared
some of their thoughts and feelings
about life after graduation.

One of the main functions of
high school is to prepare students
for college. Tory Ketter, currently a
freshman at Benedictine College in
Kansas, said that he feels that
Scotus prepared him well for the
challenges of college.

“It definitely prepared me €6
education-wise,” said Ketter.
“Scotus is a small school, and
being at a small college is like
being [at Scotus].”

Another 2001 Scotus
graduate, Luke Boeding, is at-
tending a college a little closer
to home.

As can be assumed with college
students, Boeding welcomes this
new freedom, even if he does avoid
facing the responsibility that comes
with it once and a while. Boeding
cannot admit going to every class,
but he says he tries his best.

“I can’t possibly get up every
morning for class,” he said. “I try

minority of past seniors who are
attending an out-of-state college.
She said that because she now
lives so far from home, she misses
her family, but she has already
made many great friends at the uni-
versity.

“I can’t wait to go back!” said
Maul. “My friends and I live all
over the U.S. and it’s nearly

I can’t possibly get up every
morning for class. I try not to
make a habit of [missing classes]
though.
-Luke Boeding

9

Boeding is currently taking
courses at Central Community Col-
lege Platte Campus here in Colum-
bus. He said that even though he
still attends school in Columbus,
there are few similarities between
college and high school life.

“There is no comparison,” said
Boeding. “There aren’t as many
rules; you can basically do what-
ever you want.”

16-year-olds need to gain
maturity before driving

fun with dirt

Picture this: You're fifteen years
old, you ride your bike to school,
and you don’t do anything on
weekends. What could possibly
change all this? Hmmmm, think
about it. Maybe your sixteenth
birthday!?

For the majority of teenagers un-
der the age of sixteen the one thing
Watseems tornever conie is your
sixteenth birthday. Have you ever
counted the

I have been driving for roughly
two years, and I'appreciate the free-
dom it gives me, but it is a danger-
ous task that I, like most, take for
granted. When I was sixteen and I
got my license and car, I thought I
was invincible behind the wheel. I
thought I was the perfect driver.
Still to this day I have not yet
crashed my car, but I have had a
few close-calls which ended up as
a dent or smashed license plate.

Sixteen is not a mature enough
age to drive a car. This does not
mean that every 16 year-old is go-
ing to be irresponsible behind the
wheel, but from my experience of
being a 16 year-old driver, and from
my observations, I know how reck-
less and how careless one can be.

There are 16 year-olds mature

enough for a license, but the per-

centage of responsible sixteen year-
olds seems smaller than the per-
centage of six-

days down un-
til a certain holi-
day, birthday, or
special event?
It seems as if it
takes twice as
long if you
count the days.

...A lack of maturity
can be dangerous when
combined with a motor

vehicle.

teen year-olds
who think noth-
ing bad can
ever happen to
them.

The govern-
ment now has
new graduated-
license laws

Once you get

your license
and a car you have freedom and
control to do almost whatever you
want. Too much freedom and con-
trol to do almost whatever you want.
The point of this column is that
there is too much freedom in a
driver’s license. A sixteen year-old
kid should not be able to get a li-
cense until he turns eighteen.

For one thing, it is harder for par-
ents to keep track of kids who have
cars. They can get around town
quickly and seem to be in several

- places at once. It is hard to super-

vise kids who are so mobile.
Another problem is that a kid with
a car becomes everyone’s taxi.
Besides the expense; a car full of
kids can be very distracting for an
inexperienced driver.

The biggest drawback to young
drivers is that a lack of maturity can
be dangerous when combined with
a motor vehicle.

such as a P.O.P.
and an O.P. A P.O.P. is a provi-
sional operator’s permit. Itis given
to sixteen year-olds and permits
them to drive between the hours of
7:00 a.m. to midnight. An O.P,, or
operator’s permit, is given to those
seventeen and older. Itis a “real”
license permitting the driver to
drive whenever he or she desires.

‘What else do teenagers really
like? Music. If they get a car, they
will want to play music. Music dis-
tracts drivers from concentrating
on the road. I have to turn my tunes
down to concentrate on my driv-
ing every now and then.

Parents, if you agree with what I
have said, do not get your kids cars.
They will take advantage of the free-
dom that comes with them. I know
I did. I don’t know much about
anything, but is this a step in the
right direction?

Upper Kut
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not to make a habit of [missing
classes] though.”

The class of 2001 had several
members attending colleges within
the state, as well as a few outside.
Leslie Maul, who is now a fresh-
man attending the University of
Notre Dame, has also experienced
the differences from living life on
one’s own. Maul, however, is in the

impossible to see each other
over Christmas break. I miss
them a lot; however, it was
good to see my family, espe-
cially my younger, more
beautiful and charming sis-
ter.”

Sarcasm is not the only
thing Maul has learned from
her first five months of col-
lege. One point Maul noted is that
the classes she is taking in college
are challenging, even to her high
standards. She said that everything
changes in college, such as course
requirements, paper writing, and
grading procedures. Some of the
best changes Maul experienced
came from her new-found friends.
“My friends and I usually stay

on campus like the majority of the
school,” Maul said. “They call cam-
pus the bubble because you never
have to leave if you don’t want to.”

Maul also found that some of
her new freedoms were not quite
what she imagined them to be.
Freshmen at her university are not
allowed to have cars the first se-
mester of school, so any traveling
is done by taxi. Maul has found that
the campus itself includes a huge
array of things to do, even besides
studying.

Seniors are polishing their walk-
ing sticks as they prepare to finish
off their last year here at Scotus.
‘Whether they wanted to leave last
year or will cherish these last few
months, they hope Scotus has pro-
vided them with the intellect and
skills they need for the journey
ahead of them. Those who have
blazed the trail that begins with
those last steps out of Scotus of-
fer seniors luck and advice.

“Get out there and meet people
your first week,” said Ketter. “It’s
all about learning about yourself
as well as others.”

SWAT Students, staff witness rescue tactics up close

arrival of the team. Afterwards,
though, some of those who took
place in a similar program that was
offered at St. Isidore’s grade school
a year ago were disappointed by
the relatively mild nature of the
strike. One difference in Scotus’
practice was the absence of flash-
bangs, an extremely loud, tempo-
rarily blinding explosive. The orga-
nization opted not to use the ex-
plosives because of their small po-
tential for causing damage. Still,
many were disappointed by the
predictability of the drill.

“It wasn’t that real to me,” said

junior Adam Wick. “The camera-
man came in and you knew that
they were coming, so there wasn’t
much surprise. I think it was impor-
tant to have the knowledge of what
to do if this would happen. It was
educational. It could have been
more real if it wasn’t so planned
out.”

By involving the entire Scotus
faculty, teachers from other area
schools, and the student council,
the exercise also illustrated the im-
portance of training like this for
schools. While no one can predict
the chances of ever having to go

from page 1
through what was practiced, the
education obtained is something
that all agree should be necessary.

“It was a good experience,” jun-
ior Ashley Pritchard said. “It’s star-
tling to think that this is necessary,
even in our school.”

Everyone hopes that the train-
ing will not have to go any further
than that, but Scotus administra-
tion believes they have made a
positive step in insuring that no
matter what takes place in this gen-
eration Scotus will be prepared to
face the unpredictability of tomor-
TOW.
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Goerlinger behind scenes of Scotus’ everyday conveniences

Craig Staroscik
Editor

Scotus may not be the most
“beautiful school in the world, but
one can only expect so much from
a building over one hundred years
old. Scotus may not be a place of
state of the art architecture or first-
rate insulation, but it is standing
the test of time. The school could
not have endured the years of pun-
ishment that comes with housing
students for nine months of the
year without a little TLC from the
school’s maintenance department.
‘Whether it is a light bulb that
needs to be replaced or fixing that
stubborn boiler, Scotus Central
Catholic’s longevity comes in part
from the untiring dedication of the
school’s maintenance staff. Ed
Goerlinger, Scotus’ Maintenance
Supervisor is the forerunner in the
attempt to make school as physi-
cally pleasant an environment as
possible.

Goerlinger’s day starts at 6:15
AM. It is his job to get the school
ready in the morning for the arrival
of teachers and students. Before
anything else, he must make sure
that everything is up and running,
doors are unlocked, sidewalks are
cleared, and the school is in opera-
tional shape. The rest of his
day varies depending on g¢
what types of jobs need to
be done. Along with fixing the
miscellaneous items, he is
also in charge of refueling and
cleaning the buses, deliver-
ing lunches to Immanuel

fix that blinking light bulb or repair
another broken desk. Goerlinger
describes that the busiest part of
his job is trying to make sure ev-
eryone is comfortable here.

“I put myself in that position,”
Goerlinger said. “They depend on
me. Sometimes I get upset, because

As a coach and the guy who is al-
ways busy doing something in the
halls, Goerlinger has plenty of stu-
dent interaction.

“I find I have very little trouble
with any [students],” he said. “I re-
member what school was like.
Sometimes students have a bad

day; so do I. Some students

1 try to make everyone happy. It’s
impossible, but I try.

won’t realize that these four
years in high school are the
best years of your life until
ten years down the road. I try

-Ed Goerlinger to remind them of that.”
°9 Outside of school,

Lutheran, and making sure
the day and night janitors are pre-
pared and on task. [
It would not take long for our
school to fall into ruin without the
assistance of Goerlinger and the
other maintenance personnel.
Teachers are in constant need of
their services. Any Scotus em-
ployee or student is thankful that
there is always someone there to

I’m always busy when they need
something. I try to make everyone
happy though. It’s impossible, but
Loy

One thing that makes being in
maintenance at a school different
from elsewhere is the interaction
with students. According to
Goerlinger, that is one thing that
makes his job a bit more eventful.

Goerlinger enjoys coaching
students. On the field or
court, Goerlinger considers it one
of his favorite benefits of the job.
“I love it,” Goerlinger said. “I
have nothing to prove for myself,
and it helps me remember my days
back in high school. It’s exciting to
watch the kids win, and heartbreak-
ing to lose. I hope I can relate to
them and help them understand
that losing is just like life, you have

to take the good with the bad.”

Of course, no job is immune to
its drawbacks. Some parts of the
job Goerlinger could do without.

“I just don’t like to paint,” said
Goerlinger, “‘and with plumbing you
always get into more than you ex-
pected.”

The next time you think that you
simply cannot bear the cold air
coming out of your heater or the
cracks in the ceiling panels, just try
to imagine what a mess school
would be without the attention of
those working behind the scenes
in order to make school a more com-
fortable environment to learn in. As
for the present, employees like
Goerlinger will continue to make
sure that everything is in order for
the learning environment. This is a
challenge Goerlinger willfully ac-
cepts every day.

“I enjoy my job. I like the people
I work with, I like the kids. I like
Scotus and the people I'm involved
with.”

Rock Bottom staffers explore mysteries below school

Subterranean tunnels yield world of intrigue and adventure, but mostly just dust, filth

Mike Adelman
Editor-in-Chief

Our school hides a terrible se-
cret. Maniacal teachers? Crazy staff
members? Soy burgers? Well, some
of those are true, but that is not the
“big” secret.

Scotus Central Catholic hides a
network of tunnels underneath the
building.

Ed Goerlinger, head of mainte-
nance, escorted several Rock Bot-
tom staffers around the school to
see the many tunnel entrances.

The first two are in the custo-
dial office by the Concessional.
There is another one in the back of
the Little Theater, and yet another
behind the flight of stairs on the
east side of the building.

The tunnels were apparently
used in the days of old when bad
weather struck. Goerlinger said
they used to be taller, and people

Drama

from page 1

Learning all the many lines was
the biggest obstacle, according to
many in the class. Luckily, they had
someone to help them out when
they got stuck.

“I have to help a lot of people
with the lines,” said stage manager
Chelsea Liss. “I’d be the stage man-
ager again. I'd rather be that than a
lead because I'm not good at memo-
rizing lines.”

The performance of ‘60s Mania
was Tuesday, January 8. Helping
with the sound and lights were sev-
eral Thespian Troupe 1909 mem-
bers.

“The good thing about it is that
the eighth grade has an opportu-
nity to work with the senior high
students involved with drama,”
said Bernt. “There are many tal-
ented kids in that [eighth grade]
class.”

If you missed this play, don’t feel
bad- there are more plays performed
by a different 8" grade class each
quarter of the school year, all of
them audience worthy.

would walk through them to get
from St. Bon’s to Scotus (then St.
Bon’s high). The path to St. Bon’s
was blocked off with the construc-
tion of the parking lot.

The path we examined was the
one underneath the east stairs.
Goerlinger escorted Lauren Maul,
Matt Krings, and myself to the en-
trance, and left the rest to us. Matt
and I immediately dove into the
mission, crawling in a space ap-
proximately 3.5 feet high. This area
still had functioning lights that
contained working pipes. It was full
of dirt and dust (up to 2 inches
thick at times.)

Having not been involved in
athletics for several months now, I
immediately began to tire. Matt’s
superior ninja basketball skills
saved him from that fate.

‘We managed to avoid the pipes
that ran alongside us, as they wefte
covered with asbestos. Lauren fi-

Dating

from page 1

life are most likely not in the couples
favor. While dating in high school
can be fun, many students realize
that there is life beyond high school
relationships and know that they
will someday be ready to move on.

“I don’t see myself with anyone
from high school,” said freshman
Jessi Ryan. “There is going to be
tons more guys to choose from
once I leave here.”

The couples in school seem to
be happy, but the majority of stu-
dents are single. If having a boy-
friend or girlfriend is all it’s cracked
up to be, why isn’t everyone dat-
ing? Besides being too shy, some
people just don’t want the extra
stress that comes along with hav-
ing a special someone.

“Between working at Wendy’s
and reading Bible verses, I just
don’t have the time for a girlfriend,”
said sophomore Shane Goodall.
“So sorry ladies, I just don’t got
the time for you.”
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nally decided to join us in our
search, but immediately returned to
the entrance when she said some-
thing crawled over her hand.

Matt and I continued our jour-
ney until we reached the first cor-
ner. We stopped and examined the
wall. Ancient hieroglyphics? Warn-
ings of doom to all who enter? No,
it was just the spray-painted
phrase “Adam Cremers ’95.” Ap-
parently he had met some terrible
fate (or not).

The next stretch of tunnel would
be our last (morbid, huh?). We con-
tinued down the path until we
found an impassable network of
pipes and buckets filled with uni-
dentifiable substances. This is
where our expedition ended.

Another secret of our school has
been uncovered. It can only be
wondered what wonderful secrets
therrest of the tunnels heldsRBrob-
ably just more dirt.

MATT KRINGS/ROCK BOTTOM

Rock Bottom editor Mike Adelman, in an effort to impress the la-
dies, role plays IndianaJones. dnfortunately he gottiradiof squatt-

walking and turned around after about 60 yards.

The man, the myth, the legend

Father Steve Emanuel poses with the locker decorations bearing his likeness in the senior
hallway. The decorations were part of the seniors’ “O, come, O come, Emanuel” decorating
theme the week leading up to Christmas break.

MIKE ADELMAN/ROCK BOTTOM

X Independent Stylist
@H‘C Kathy Maca

%OPPC 402-564-7495
668 32nd Ave

Columbus, NE 68601

DAYLIGHT DONUTS
Enjoy our fresh coffee
and variety of rolls and donuts
“Quality you can taste”
Open a 5 a.m.

1266 27 Ave. 563-2011

Quality
Full-Service
Printing &

" Hot Eats...Cool Treats
Dairy
Queen 665 33rd Ave
i Columbus, NE 68601
brazier

You want it, We GOT it!

AUTO PART.

oreillyauto.com

Kully ouelry—

JEWELERS GEMOLOGISTS

Craig Stephan
Certified Gemologist
American Gem Society

P.O. Box 340
2507 13th Street
Columbus, NE 68601

Michael Burwell, D.D.S.

2277 22™ Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601
402-563-3631




Entertoinment

Pase S

g e SEY
A e g

From pen to page, Little Dude keeps students laughing, groaning

Kelli Morrison
Staff Reporter

While reading through the
school paper, readers have often
come across a puzzling yet hilari-
ous comic drawn by one of Scotus’
very own seniors. The reason this
comic is perplexing is not that its
intelligence is above the slower
readers, it is simply that not a one
of us can figure out what this little
guy is and why he is the way he is.

This is of course referring to
Little Dude, the resident comic
strip of senior Mike Adelman.
Little Dude has become a familiar
sight to Adelman’s classmates and
teachers, often seen gracing the
pages of a notebook or assignment.

The character itself is a small,
simple green guy, an interesting
fact since he is usually seen in only
black and white.

“He is a two-segmented char-
acter instead of the usual three.
Most characters have a head, body
and limbs,” Adelman explained.
“Little Dude is just a head and

limbs.”

Adelman said the origin of
Little Dude occured when one day
while drawing he came up with a
little dude that couldn’t really be
described as anything else. And so
Little Dude and all his stupendous
adventures was born.

Adelman says that his first
source of inspiration came from
the well-loved “Garfield” cartoons,
and later the “japanamation,” or
anime, a form of drawing using
square pupils, wild, detached-like
hair, and exaggerated expressions,
inspired by Dragon Ball-Z the
popular cartoon on television.

Little Dude has undergone
some changes over the years, but
then some things never change.
The fearless and sometimes wit-
less comic character has never had
shoes. This seems an odd predica-
ment, being without shoes would
lead to painful situations and he
wouldn’t be served in most restau-
rants and department stores. Well,
untwist your minds; this is a sim-
ply answered question.

“At first I wasn’t very good at
drawing shoes, so it just stayed that
way, but some of the newer ver-
sions of him have them,” Adelman
said.

Adelman says he’s constantly
trying to update and create a newer
version of Little' Dude. Adelman
wants to create a 20"-century-
friend-to-the-masses Little Dude.
He has added shoes, hair, and has
him doing more motions. For ex-
ample the traditional character has
earned a black belt and is now
fighting arch nemeses, like the
diabolical Mr. Square.
He has also gotten boots
and a backwards cap as
“Homie-G Little
Dude.” Last, but
not least is “Action
Little Dude.” He
does any kind of
move Adelman
can imagine.

The future
looks bright for a
man and his
Little Dude.
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Adelman plans to take his littlest
pal to new heights, and depths for
that matter. He wants to see his
creation in 3-D so that the reader
can see him as Adelman sees him.
Adelman also plans to do what all
exceptional artists do: take a good,
profitable design and fuse it with
their own. He wishes to make little
dude more “japanamation” fun.
This involves creative thought and
work, but Adelman said that when
the work is what you
love it doesn’t seem

like all that

much to handle.

So whether gracing the pages of
the Rock Bottom or gracing the
pages of a notebook, Little Dude
will be with all of us. Adelman

will continue drawing and make
his move into the real world with
a career in art, but wherever he
goes he will always remember his
first friend in drawing, Little
Dude.

Scotus

Across

1. Scotus just had these:
finals

4. Green with

teacher
8. is in the air
9. Plentiful

11. Next season’s main sport
13. Abbreviation in ship’s name
14. Ingredient in sweet potatoes
16. Upcoming Scotus dance

18. Work, school, and
students time

20. A cold wind

21. Being this earns you tardies

6. Rock Bottom sponser’s day job:

10. Every 16 year-olds dream gift

occupy

'I' -word

22. A sweet Valentine’s gift

23. Amount of time left in school

Down
1. Seniors often suffer this

2. One thing a basketball player does
3. State patrol division that was at our

school

5. Invalid

7. Symbol of Valentine’s day
12. To do well on a test

13. Group that likes to talk: team
15. What you call someone who passed

basic art

be

19. Cold stuff missing most of this winter

17. What every basketball player wants to

-kead Paint Chips 2y Lauren Maul

little Dude by Mike Adelman

The producers of Sesame Street Live realized the switch
from Muppets to Animatronic Robots was a terrible mis-
take after the devastating lightening storm.

Hey LD, why are Yeah, I hear the
ou playing the Funstation 2 and

me Cylinder? Z-Box are we

/ : / \\beﬂ'e%

If your systems are so much
better, then why aren't you
home playing them?

Egads!! He's
rightll

Blasted Jedi
Mind Trick!ll

NEAKERS
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‘Scotus students join Husker faithful in pilgrimage to Pasadena

Eric Grubaugh
Staff Reporter

Parades, marching bands, air-
" planes flying overhead, displays of
the Sears’ Trophy, and red and
white balloons gracing the skies
above the stadium. Sound famil-
iar? Of course it does! It’s Husker
football!! Only this time, it’s
in a much different environ-
ment—the Rose Bowl.
“We had been planning
the trip for at least a year,”
sophomore Kyle Bogus
said. “When we were at the
airport we almost missed

(13

Nebraska and Miami fans stood
together, cheering for the country,
not just their teams. However, the
Nebraska fans made up, by far, the
majority of this crowd.

“We hadn’t been to a home
game since Nebraska last played

.Missouri at home,” Bogus said,

“which was like 5 years ago, but it

coln: It was a lot warmer in Pasa-
dena.

With raised temperatures and
raised spirits the Huskers took the
field, welcomed by their accus-
tomed sea of red. But as the game
progressed, the Huskers could not.
In the end the Miami Hurricanes
would reign as National Champi-

ons. But not even this would
quiet the Husker Faithful.

Disneyland was nothing com-
pared to the energy of the game.

- Kyle Bogus
29

our flight because the secu-
rity was so tight. They
checked everything.”

Not even the National Cham-
pionship football game can take us
away from the tragedies of Septem-
ber 11, and those tragedies can
take away our nation’s spirit.

“Before the game there were
planes flying overhead that said
‘United We Stand’ and other pa-
triotic stuff,” freshman Jay
‘Weinand said. “That got everyone
in the stadium excited.”

EN MAUL/ROCK BOTTOM

Anthony Owens
Staff Reporter

A New Year’s resolution. What
is it? Will you even make one?
Will you fulfill it?

For most, you probably will not
even make a New Year’s reso-
lution. For the rest, you will
either break the one you made
or stick to it like glue and be-
come a better person.

The majority of Americans
today make a New Year’s
resolution. It is a traditional
thing to do over the holiday.

(13

felt just like a home game.”

Weinand agreed with this no-
tion.

“[The crowd] was all Nebraska
fans,” he said, “except for this one
little section of Miami fans.”

So even as far away as Pasa-
dena, the Big Red still brought a
massive following with them.
However, Bogus said there was one
major difference between this
“home game” and a game in Lin-

“Everyone was pumped
and on their feet the whole
game,” Weinand said. “Even
in the fourth quarter when we
were down so much, not
many people left, and every-
one was still standing.”

Those not there can only
imagine the electric atmosphere
that was created in Pasadena that
night.

“We went t¢ Disneyland, too,”
Bogus said, “ard that was noth-
ing compared to the energy dur-
ing the game.”

Although the final score may
not have reflected the dreams
Husker fans had for their team this
season, Jay Weinand said there
were plenty of memories to bring

PHOTO COURTESY WEINAND FAMILY

Jay, Ray, and Tyler Weinand (I-r) pose in front of the Rose Bowl
stadium on their recent trip to Pasadena, California. Although the
Huskers suffered a loss, most fans, including several Scotus fami-

lies enjoyed the experience.

back to Nebraska country.
“Even after Miami won,” he
said, “there was so much Nebraska

stuff during the pre-game, that the
confetti they dropped for Miami
was red and white.”

Scotus’ mystery door finally opened to the public

Lauren Maul
Editor

The Winchester Mystery House
in San Jose, California, has stair-
ways that lead to the ceilings, resi-
dent ghosts, and doors that lead to
nowhere. Scotus Central Catholic
High School in Columbus, Ne-
braska has stairways that lead to
some hallways, resident ghosts,
and a door that leads to nowhere.
Coincidence?

Yeah, okay, maybe it is.

In the new gym at Scotus there
is a door approximately 16 feet off
the floor. No one knows just how
many people have fallen out of it,
or how many people have wanted
to fall out of it. All that is known
for “sure” is that the door came
into existence by chance when the

Tooley said.

New Year’s Resolutions range
from everything from losing
weight, being less selfish, stop
making fun of people, to watch-
ing less television. The majority of
resolutions are made in an attempt

new gym and the storage area
above the hallway were con-
structed.

“It is there for a purpose,” said
Superintendent Bill Gannon. “Be-
cause of the size of the [storage]
area, two doors must be there for
fire exits.”

For example, if you are hangin’
out in the storage hallway and you
suddenly realize that the room is
on fire, you can jump out of the
door and fall several feet to the
hard and merciless gym floor wait-
ing below. As Gannon points out,
the perilous fall is healthier than
burning alive.

But jumping out of “The Door”
isn’t as easy as jumping out of your
standardized door in the wall.
There is a crossbar preventing easy
access to the “safety” of gym floor.

Resolutions take more resolve than people have

. power to succeed in making one-

self a better person. Help your
friends keep theirs if they have one,
and hopefully they will help you
back.
Senior Adam Swierczek says
he has never made a New Year’s
resolution. “I don’t bother

My study habits are nothing I am
too proud of, but I made a

resolution to help me study more.
- Tom Adelman
29

Its purpose, if fulfilled, is to
become a better person, which, in
a way, could benefit everyone. If
everyone made resolutions and
kept them, imagine what this
country would be like. Possibly, it
could be more and more friendly
every year.

P.E. teacher Janet Tooley says
her New Year’s resolution was to
pray the rosary once a day while
working out.

“I didn’t have enough time for
spontaneous prayer, so I figured
the rosary would be a good idea,”

to stop a person’s problem or bad
habits. For example, if one talk too
much, he or she could consider
making a resolution to listen more.
This will keep your attention span
broader and your mouth shut. If
you would like to lose weight, you
should consider making a resolu-
tion to exercise more, or possibly
try the Subway diet.

A New Year’s resolution is very
difficult to keep. There is no one
or anything that can keep from
breaking it. It is all a matter of will

making one because, I'm just
going to break itif Ido. Idon’t
know one person that even
makes a resolution every year,”
Swierczek said.

‘When asked what his New
Year’s resolution was, sopho-
more Tom Adelman laughed
and said he was going to try to
study more.

“My study habits are nothing I
am too proud of, but I made a reso-
lution this year to help me study
more,” Adelman said.

‘What do you do? Do you make
aresolution? Are you one of those
people who constantly lies to them-
selves that they can make a reso-
lution, then break it an hour later?
If you are strong enough,stick to it
like glue. Good luck on keeping
your resolution; you may just make
the world a better place.
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Gannon said that the crossbar
could be easily moved in an emer-
gency. Since there have never been
any known fires in the storage hall-
way, no one knows for sure how
easy the displacement of the cross-
bar is.

There were many students who
did not realize that there was a
“door to nowhere” hanging above
them right in their very own gym.
However, when the gym was first
finished in the 1980’s, many stu-
dents speculated over its purpose.
Some said it was the Scotus
Ghost’s “‘special door.” (Keep in
mind that in the 80’s, no one re-
ally knew that ghosts could float
through stuff.)

Other students believed it to be
a fire escape, but the students that
believed in the ghost business con-

Schedule: Activity period gone

the school day would be 14 min-
utes shorter than the current sched-
ule because of the elimination of
activity period.

An extra 12 minuets would be
added to seventh period to allow
for the broadcast of news and cur-
rent events show Channel 1. The
school has a contract with the
channel and would lose the TV’s
in the corner of each classroom if
the program was not see daily.

Daily masses, which currently
take place during activity period,
would be elimintated. In their
place, the school would hold a
weekly all-school mass. This
means that while the number of
masses offered would go down, the
actual number of masses attended
by each student would go up. Cur-
rently students do to activity pe-
riod mass with their fourth period
class on a rotating basis, which
means each class goes less than
once a month under the current

vinced them otherwise. And then
everybody started to think it was a
fire escape again, and the whole
craziness was forgotten once they
realized it was the Scotus Ghost’s
door.

And so they finally decided to
go with the cockamamie notion
that maybe it was “just a fire es-
cape” a