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Drop in enrollment brings smaller classes, fewer dollars

Craig Staroscik
Editor-in-Chief

The halls are a bit quieter, the
stairs a tad less crowded, and the
air temperature seems to be just a
few degrees cooler than usual.

This is not due to school expan-
sion or the innovation of air condi-

tioning, but the fact that there are
fewer students in the building this
year. There are fewer students talk-
ing, jostling about, and filling our
study halls with body heat. Fewer
students result in some negative
aspects for Scotus as well.

For the fourth year in a row, the
student population at Scotus has
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Studet Enrollment at Scotus

Student enrollment has been on the decline since the 1999
school year. Projections are based on the number of current
students in Catholic grade schools in Columbus.
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fallen, this year dipping 36 students
below last year’s enrollment to 425
students. Groups like the recruit-
ment committee on the school
board keep a constant outlook on
the birth rates, enrollment, and
number of students in the area, so
the drop in students did not come
as a total surprise.

“In the early 90’s we heard about
adip in enrollment,” Scotus Devel-
opment Director John Schueth
said. “Now here it is.”

In a public school, this may just
mean smaller class sizes and more
room to move about. Scotus, how-
ever, not having the leisure of
public school funding, must be
wary of any drop in enroliment and
the tuition dollars involved.

Catholic schools in the area are
working together to try to keep the
numbers up in order to benefit the
parochial school system.

Over a third of Scotus’ funding
comes directly from student tuition.
The loss of 36 students costs
about $60,000, or the equivalent of
about seven Shamrock Raffles. The
budget for schools is not getting

any smaller, and if the class sizes
do, the Scotus financial department
has to make up for the costs some-
where. In the case of this year, in-
creasing tuition made up the lost
income. An easier solution to the
problem would be ensuring that the
student enrollment stays at a de-
sirable level, a solution that is easier
thought up than achieved.
Schueth said that recruiting po-
tential students is an ongoing pro-

“In the early ‘90’s, we heard about

a dip in enrollment. Now here it
is.
-John Schueth L))

cess at Scotus. The first place
Scotus officials look for new stu-
dents is unsurprisingly the Catho-
lic grade schools. Each of the grade
schools has programs and commit-
tees in charge of informing the par-
ents of children reaching kindergar-
ten age about the Catholic school
program. Principal Wayne Morfeld

and Scotus Activities Director Gary
Puetz visit with students at the fifth
and sixth grade levels.

Outside of the Catholic grade
schools, there is also a large po-
tential for students. About 50% of
Catholic grade school age children
do not attend Catholic schools.
Scotus is developing more ways to
provide PRE students and also
non-Catholics with education
about the school. Schueth said that

by providing this information the
school hopes to draw in larger
numbers. Aside from direct con-
tact, Scotus also does some ad-
vertising illustrating the benefits
of Catholic education, mostly
during Catholic schools week,
but at other times as well. All of
this, Schueth said, is not only to
help the school, but also to try to
provide more students with a wider
selection of options in their
schooling.

“We are not trying to fill the
school with warm bodies,” Schueth
said, “but there are students out

See Enrollment, Page 3

Students memorialize classmate with courtyard renovation

Amy Ellingson
Staff Reporter

Itis 100 degrees outside with 98
percent humidity. Bodies are plas-
tered with a mixture of dirt and
sweat and muscles refuse to stop
aching. A cool breeze is nonexist-
ent within these walls. The amount
of manual labor that lies ahead
seems almost endless, but several
Scotus students are more than
ready for this challenge. The moti-
vation comes not from money, but
from love. This summer Josh
Kluever’s friends and family
banded together to leave some-
thing for Scotus in his memory.

After Kluever’s death in
2000, his mother, Kate Jones,
knew she wanted to help to
benefit the students of
Scotus. After pondering over
a scholarship program Jones
decided that she wanted
something that would affect
more than one student per
year.
“I wanted something for his
class now and all in school now
that knew him,” said Jones. But
the question was what that some-
thing was.

She found the answer within her
own backyard. After the loss of
her con, Jones had planted a gar-
den in honor of him where she
would go to reflect and pray. Ev-
eryone that saw it loved the idea
and Kate said she thought that in-
volving Josh’s friends in some-
thing similar at Scotus would be a
great experience.

“1 think it’s always fun to work
in the dirt,” said Jones.

She also said that she wanted
the courtyard experience to be
therapeutic and comforting to ev-
eryone that participated and that
she wanted students to go there to

relax during the day.

After the school gave Jones
permission to start work in the
courtyard she approached area
businesses for help.

“Those that I contacted that
owned their own businesses were
very supportive,” said Jones.

She also said that many busi-
ness owners were familiar with her
family and wanted to help out.
Nosal Sand and Gravel, Landmark
Landscaping, Lakefront Sprinklers,
Foreman Supply Company, and
Preferred Plumbing and Heating
helped supply labor or materials for
her cause. Kate also received help
everyday from Josh’s friends.

“l didn’t want to feel worhtless
sitting at home. I felt like I was
doing something good, too.

-Ryan Zegar b}

Groups of students, and a few
Scotus graduates, showed up and
worked all day. Senior Ryan Zegar,
a former classmate of Kluever, was
happy to volunteer his time.

“I don’t have a job and I didn’t
want to feel worthless sitting at
home,” said Zegar. “I felt like I was
doing something good, too.”

Many other workers said that
the volunteering made them feel
better about themselves. Although
Jones had a sufficient amount of
people to help her, work in the
courtyard was filled with chal-
lenges.

Since several buildings have in-
habited the area before Scotus,
bricks, concrete, pipes, and other
debris lay just under the surface
preventing the necessary holes
from being dug. Plants could not
be placed where intended because

as soon as a stu-
dent would start
digging they
would hit some-
thing.

“The tunnels
were our biggest
obstacle,” said
Jones referring
to the tunnels
that ran under
the school and
courtyard.

However, not
all of the chal-
lenges were un-
pleasant. Zegar
said his biggest
challenge was “
eating all the
food Kate would
bring.”

Trees and
shrubs also had
to be removed
from the area to
make room, but
the dedicated
workers did not
let these prob-
lems stop them.
The courtyard,
complete with
gixi trees, 175
shrubs and pe-
rennials, new
benches and new
sidewalks, was
completed in
about two weeks
with hundreds of
bulbs and mums
still to come this
fall.

The work done at Scotus this
summer left behind good feelings
and fond memories.

“I could see a little bit of Josh
in all the kids,” said Jones as she
recalled the water fights and “hun-
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dreds” of hugs.

Zegar shared similar experi-
ences.

“The best was when me and
Shawn (Starostka) dug a giant hole
on accident and then we sat in it

Looking back: September 11 changed world,

Eric Grubaugh
Editor

It was one morning that a city’s
skyline was changed forever. It was
one morning that this country’s
citizens will remember forever. It
was one morning that threw the
world into a tumultuous battle
against terrorism.

It has been one year and the af-
fects of that morning of Tuesday,
September 11, 2001, are still linger-

ing in the minds of Scotus stu-
dents and faculty.

“I parent differently,” said En-
glish teacher Becki Zanardi. “1
worry more about my kids. I think
about it pretty much every day.”

Science teacher Jane Dusel-
Misfeldt holds a slightly different
angle.

“I’'m not worried in my daily life,”
said Dusel-Misfeldt. “I can say the
thought crosses my mind of what
might happen next. I don’t feel more

€1 think everyone is more aware

of evil and of people that don’t
like the United States.

-Whitney Anderson »

or less safe than I did before, but
now it’s more of an awareness,
where before it was taken for
granted.”

Indeed people do definitely have
a greater awareness of danger than

they did before.

“I think that everyone is more
aware of evil and of people that
don’t like the United States,” said
junior Whitney Anderson. “I think
people’s attitude has changed to-
ward the government and every-

thing.” ~

If people’s attitude has changed
toward anything it would indeed
be patriotism. There are very few
places one can go and not see a
flag or poster as a reminder of 9/11.

AMY ELLINGSON/ROCK BOTTOM
Above: Father Bond
blesses a cross in a dedi-
cation ceremony for the new
courtyard while members of
the senior class who helped
with the restoration watch.

Left: As students head to
their next class, seniors
Tony Bogus, Tyler Weinand,
and Dustin Beacher relax
on the newly installed
benches in the center of the
courtyard during passing
period.

together,” he said.

The newly restored courtyard at
Scotus will forever be a tangible
sign of what the friends and fam-
ily of Josh Kluever did for him
completely out of love.

daily life

Zanardi and Dusel-Misfeldt both
said they had a strong sense of pa-
triotism.

“I’ve always gotten
goosebumps when I hear the na-
tional anthem,” said Dusel-
Misfeldt. “I’ve had family members
that were veterans. But'now my
husband and I put out a flag, and
we never did that before. I also have
a pin that I wear that I never had

before.” :
e September 11, page 3
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Good hygiene promotes friendship

You’re Still
Not Helping

Soap:  $0.45
Deodorant: $1.35
Toothpaste: $1.47

Not smelling like a pit stain:
PRICELESS

It happens every fall: You walk
into the school building smelling
and feeling fresh and leave that af-
ternoon with a not-so-fresh feeling.

Fortunately, if you remembered
to wear deodorant, you leave
school smelling pretty much the
same way you did that morning:
good. But I have learned the hard
way that many of the students at
Scotus aren’t so fortunate.

1 really start to notice the stench
after lunch. The underclassmen
have already had their daily dose
of PE. and some of them have made

the unfortunate choice of not
showering. I cannot stress this
enough: PLEASE SHOWER. If you
do not want to shower because of
the frightening group shower en-
vironment of the locker rooms,
PLEASEAPPLY ANOTHER COAT
OF DEODORANT. As far as I'm
concerned, you cannot wear

body odor.

I’ll give the seventh graders a
couple weeks to get their acts to-
gether. Many of them just started
to need deodorant and most of
them still don’t use it. But let me
tell you, EVERYONE here at Scotus
needs deodorant. Even if you
haven’t hit puberty, still have the

enough de- common courtesy
odorant. to apply a layer of
Flladmittha ~ NO matter how OO ey
when I was in  dire the circum- moming
junior high You may notice
there were Stance! I alwaYS that your feet smell,
some mornings too. Everyone’s
when I forgot found a way' to feet sweat, and
to apply my de- not smell like that’s why I put a
odorant. dusting of deodor-
Everybody bad hody odor. izing powder into

has those bad

mornings when you sleep too late
and accidentally put on your Tues-
day day-of-the-week underwear
even though it’s Thursday. Then
you go to PE. and everyone in your
locker room thinks you’ve been
wearing the same underwear for
two days when you really just mis-
read the day on the front.

I’ve had plenty of those morn-
ings. But when I realized I forgot
my deodorant, I would race to the
locker room and do a quick appli-
cation. I never, repeat NEVER, went
a day without it. No matter how
dire the circumstance, I always
found a way to not smell like bad

my shoes every

morning. My feet have never-

smelled so good. It only takes a
second, but it can make all the dif-
ference in the battle to beat the
stinkies.

In conclusion, good hygiene is
anecessary facet of daily life. Also,
if your hair looks wet when it’s not,
that means it is greasy and that you
should WASH IT. PLEASE. You
can buy cheap shampoo and it only
takes a few minutes. I swear, people
will like you better if you smell nice.

No one likes the smelly kid, so
please heed my advice.

Now I’'m outta here faster than a
neckless man in a turtleneck store.

Accept yourself, be accepted in kind

Wallowing In
Thought

I’m tired of pretending.

I sat on the porch of the Connely
family’s lakeside cabin writing this.
‘With my deadline tomorrow, I had
little choice but to do my homework
while I watched the rest of my cross-
country team play sand volleyball
after the afternoon’s practice. Peri-
odically between Calculus prob-
lems, they invited me to get up and
join them. They kidded around
about how I work too hard.

“Craig the straight A student,”
is not a bad name to be called. I've
been called much worse. In fact, it
was great to be invited. Everyone
loves to be noticed, and my cross-
country team is just one example
of the inviting people I’ve encoun-
tered these past five years at
Scotus.

I never was really a social guy.
Sitting on the porch while the rest
of my team swam was not a great
sacrifice for me. [ was not trying to
be antisocial, and I hope they know

that. I’m kind of a loner. There was
a time when I would have felt bad
about not joining in for a game on
the beach. I used to try and tell
myself that because everyone else
had fun hanging out in a large party
that I should too. Over time, I’ve
come to accept that I am kind of a
loner. That is just me.

It is not easy to accept yourself
for who you are. This world
screams for teens to be ultra-
unique or the perfect everything.
It is even harder to deal with the
real people in your life who may
think you are wrong because you
would rather =
finish  your
homework than
hang out in the
sun. [tis notal-
ways acquain-
tances; even
your closest
friends can
have a hard
time accepting
you.

I am who I am. I’m tired of pre-
tending I have to be someone else
or that I will be better by conform-
ing to anyone else’s way of think-
ing. The only thing we have going
for us is what God gave to us. We
should try to excel, to become our
best, but there is no denying we
need to accept our limitations and
differences.

When God made humans, I don’t
think he considered a universal
brand; he just made the variety
pack. I am the quiet, unexcitable fla-
vor. Every day in the hall I pass the
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I respect you all,
even if my se-
cluded nature
makes to seem
like I’m rude.

outgoing flavor, and the kind fla-
vor, the not-quite-average-and-
having-a-bad-day flavor. Some-
times I pass the hopeful and mod-
est flavor, shielded with whatever
artificial candy coating that hap-
pens to be in style. In their own
way they are all great, even if a
make-believe shell obscures the
taste a bit.

I say “way to go” to all of us
without cavity causing shells on
the outside. I should give another
round of applause for those of us
who make the best of every per-
sonality we encounter. It does not
take much to be
kind. Even the
people who would
laugh at honesty
want to be loved.
The problem here is
that some people
still feel the need to
pretend to be some-
one they are not. It
may be impossible
to like everyone, but we should all
be accepted for being ourselves.
‘We are who we are, and that is noth-
ing to be ashamed of. Don’t believe
anyone who tells you otherwise.

I respect you all, even if my se-
cluded nature makes it seem like I’'m
being rude. You may think by now
that I write like a religion counse-
lor, but I don’t care. I'm tired of pre-
tending that I don’t care what the
rest of my fellow students do with
your lives. I have to care about you.
You have to care about yourself.
That’s just who we are. There is no
use pretending it’s not true.

770 33rd Ave.
Columbus

€oC’s
PHOTOGRAPHY

FRAMING

Be a kid, have fun,
maturity overrated

- Ll

Coloring Out
of the Lines

For centuries, rumors have cir-
culated of its existence...none pro-
viding proof. Countless searches
have been conducted for its
location...all ending in failure.
Battles have been fought and lives
have been lost on land said to hide
the fabled Fountain of Youth. The
notion of eternal life is that irresist-
ible to human beings.

Today people everywhere are
doing their darndest to look and
feel younger every day. They do
everything from eating the healthi-
est foods to taking all the right pills
to buying the best rejuvenation
cream the market can produce.
Why? Why do adults go through
so many hassles just to feel like a
kid again? Be-
cause kids have
more fun! Who be-
sides a kid could
sit in a mud puddle
playing with a
worm for hours
and still be angry
when an adult fi-

Who besides a
kid could make a
game of running
around and tag-

ging each other

older, I wished I was an older kid,
but never wished to be an adult,
Why is that? Maybe it’s because
there’s a point where we become
‘too mature,’ and since when is ‘too
mature’ any fun? Sometime be-
tween adolescence and adulthood
we probably reach that point.
Take, for instance, a student
who...shall we say...passes gas
during class. What'’s the first thing
that happens every single time?
Any and every student who heard
it is going to darn near bust a gut
laughing, or trying not to. Why is
this so funny? To be honest, I don’t
really know, but it’s just a natural
reaction to a natural process.

But then the next thing that also
happens every single time is that
the teacher steps in saying some-
thing to the effect of:

“Now come on class, I’m sure
it’s happened to all of us. Let’s try
to be mature about it.”

Oh come on, this is providing
the students with a break in their
normal ho-hum day of lectures and
note taking. They get to have a little
fun for just a couple minutes. Just
one time, one time I would like to
hear a teacher say:

“Wow, nice push.”

Or fall out of their chair because
they are laughing so hard. I doubt
it would make
the person
guilty of the foul
stench drifting
through the
room feel too
bad, because
chances are
they are laugh-

nally dragged ing too. Their
them away kicking such an intense face may be red-
and screaming? s der than Bozo
Who besides a kid competition? the Clown’s hair,

could make a game

of running around and tagging
each other such an intense compe-
tition? Who besides a kid doesn’t
have a worry in the world?

When was the last time a kid
came up to you worried about the
stock market.falling? Matter of fact,
when was the first time? They don’t
have to worry about finding a job,
keeping a job, paying bills, or any-
thing of the sort.

That’s the best thing kids have
going for them...their young intel-
lects do not yet know the true mean-
ing of stress. Yet I still remember
growing up thinking ‘I wish I was
older so I could stay up “til 10 too.”
Or ‘I can’t wait ‘til I’'m older so I
can drive a car’

But I never ever remember think-
ing ‘I can’t wait ‘til I’'m 45 with gray-
ing hair paying for two kids’ col-
lege expenses after forgetting to
take out the garbage and feed the
cat who just pooped on the carpet
which is brand new and only cost
three months wages which I had to
work all too much overtime for be-
cause I’m only getting paid $8.95
an hour at McDonald’s.’

So whenever I wished I was

You want it, Wi
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but I bet they
find it just as funny as the rest of
the class. So just laugh it off, it
would make the guilty party a little
less embarrassed than it would try-
ing to stand up for their “maturity.”

That’s one specific incidence of
a case [ think could be dealt with
with a little “less maturity” for the
sake of having fun. If you ask me,
the Fountain of Youth isn’t a little
fountain of magical water some-
where in Florida; it’s having fun.
Laughter is the best way to keep
you feeling young and spry.
Laughing is the easiest way to re-
lieve stress or worry, even if it’s
temporary. That’s why kids have
so much fun. Kids are rarely, if ever,
in a bad mood.

They are always smiling, always
laughing, and always having fun
with whatever is available. They
may wish they are older, but they
wish they were older kids who are
still having a lot of fun.

We grow up wishing we were
older, and get older wishing we
were younger, and it’s because of
one thing: the Fountain of
Youth. ....or, more commonly, laugh-
ter.
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Internet downloads, CD burning affecting music business

Ryan Jablonski
Staff Reporter

You are in the car on the way
home from school. You hear a song
that catches your ear, you decide
you want this song. How are you
going to get it?

Are you going home to break
open your piggy bank and spend
twenty dollars on a CD for the one
song that you heard on the radio?
Then there is the second option,
the more inexpensive option, get-
ting a blank CD and burning all your
favorite songs from different art-
ists onto one, the ultimate Dance
Mix.

Many people today have opted
for this easier and less expensive
way of getting music.

“I have probably downloaded
over five hundred songs,” said jun-
ior Chad Trofholz. “CD’s are so ex-
pensive; this saves me money. Be-
sides, I'm on the computer all the

time anyway.”

Five hundred songs may seem
like a lot, but if compared to how
many people download songs, it
just scratches the surface.

Not everyone sees CD burn-
ing as a good thing. Those in the
music industry believe that burn-
ing CD’ is going to change the
music industry for the worst.

“Everyone in the music indus-
try loses money when you burn
CD’,” said Tom Bogus, owner
of Bogey’s Music.

.“For the artists who make the
music, to the music producers, all
the way down the line to retail
stores. I was forced to get two dif-
ferent suppliers after my original
suppliers went bankrupt last
Christmas.”

Bogus has been selling music
for sixteen years; he has seen how
burning CD’s has hurt the indus-
try.

“If one guy comes in here to buy
a CD, he gives it to nine of his
friends to burn onto a blank CD,”
Bogus says. “That is what hurts

£ € Small music businesses are

going out of business all
over the country, so if you
have it you got to use it or
lose it! :
-Tom Bogus J)

the business more than download-
ing individual songs.”

Even though clever consumers
have taken advantage of the music
industry, Bogus believes that burn-
ing CD’s will come back to haunt
the consumer.

“In the end, the consumer will

Bell problems baftle, annoy school

Lauren Maul
Editor

“Ding-ding-ding
DIININGGSCREEEEAGGHHH.”

Scotus students have heard
many variations of the sound writ-
ten above coming from the inter-
com/bell system this past month.
Sometimes the school bell sounded
like this, sometimes the bell worked
fine, and other times the bell did
not work at all.

In the case of the latter, Scotus
Superintendent Bill Gannon sig-
naled the endings of classes by
using a foghorn in the hallways.
This replacement bell did not work
so well.

In addition to causing confu-
sion, the foghorn may have dam-
aged hearing and added to the
overall mayhem of the school day.
Despite possible hearing loss, the
student body is durable enough to
cope with whatever this building

Morssin’ usit 10t du b

may bring.

Scotus has had to deal with many
technical problems, such as no air
conditioning and cold air coming
from the heating vents in the win-
ter. So it was only natural that the
bell and intercom system should
stop working.

Kathy Kruse, spokeswoman of
the secretaries in the front office,
discovered the bell dilemma way
back on August 1. The school
called the company that initially
installed the intercom/bell system
to come on down and fix the prob-
lem.

The company was baffled.

It took them five different trips
to finally fix the bells. Problem
solved? Not so fast, reader. Unfor-
tunately, the bells continued to
malfunction. Finally, after much de-
bate and many pages read from the
manual, the problem with the bells
turned out to be squirrels in the

wiring.

Apparently, the rodents had
chewed through the majority of the
wires causing terrible noises to be
heard when the bell would ring.
OK, that’s a lie.

Actually, the experts say that
squirrels had nething to do with
this matter. It was instead “prob-
lems with the amplifier system.”
But many people believe it was the
Scotus Ghost and her minions at
work again.

No matter what caused the
breakdown, students should rest
assured that the front office will
continue functioning as usual.

“We’re flexible here,” said Kruse.
“Life goes on.”

Life may go on, but will the
bells? They may be working now,
but who knows what the future (or
the Scotus Ghost) will bring. (Most
likely nothing, but one has to be
on guard here at Scotus.)

arlt ol

lose,” he said. “The music indus-

try will have to change. Then we

will not have small retail stores for

music. We will be limited to what
radio stations play.”

Bogus said that the decrease
in spending on CD’s could make
it impossible for small musics
stores to compete with big re-
tail stores such as Wal-Mart.

“Small music businesses are
going out of business all over
the country, so if you have it
you got to use it or lose it!”
Bogus said.

Downloading songs off the
Internet and copying songs off

used CD’s is making the music in-
dustry work for free.

“For those who think music
should be free, how long do you
think you would work for free?”
Bogus asked. “No one goes into
work everyday for free, so why
should artists and music dealers

work for free; besides it’s illegal.
When you burn CD’s you are
breaking copyright laws.”

However, to many teenagers,
breaking a law with little chance of
getting caught is a small price to
pay for free music.

“I have burnt anywhere from 300
to 500 CD’s in my entire lifetime,”
senior Adam Wick said. “I don’t
really care about the fact that it is
against the law; it really doesn’t
bother me.”

There is only one thing that
would stop Wick from burning
Ch%,;

“Getting caught,” he said, “but
since I am not selling my burnt
CD’s, I am really not breaking any
laws.”

Students who insist on getting
their music for free, enjoy the free
tunes while they’re out there, and
prepare for the consumer to get
burnt by the music industry.

The Bell Ringer
2000
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One could agree that since Sep-
tember 11, 2001, there has been a
stronger sense of friendship, or at
least of harmony among Ameri-
cans, but Zanardi disagrees.

“It’s not that I have lost my con-
fidence in America, but it’s like I've
lost my confidence in people,” said
Zanardi. “I teach my kids the whole
stranger equals danger thing.”

While everyone may not have a
sense of imminent danger, there is
definitely a greater awareness of
what could happen.

“I think that [Americans] are
more aware that anything can hap-
pen,” said Anderson, “and life
won’t be there anymore. Life can
be taken away at any time.”

September 11 did not only bring

e ]
around changes in the way Axriﬂ-
cans think, but also in the way the
country operates.

“I went to Chicago,” said junior
Ashley Foltz, “and the security at
the airports and pretty much ev-
erywhere was so tight. I think they
searched everyone’s bags at the
airport. It took forever.”

With step-ups in security, anti-
terrorism, and awareness of dan-
ger, one may begin to feel more at
ease.

But no matter how safe Ameri-
cans feel in the future when they
read about 9-11 in History text-
books, the minds of this genera-
tion will forever be impressed upon
by the events of the morning of
Tuesday, September 11, 2001.

First National Bank

www.fnbcolumbus.com
1.800.456.7735

Member FDIC

Bowl one game
Get on FREE!

Don’t forget to order your
flowers for the Homecoming
Dance.

Enrollment:

there who want the type of envi-
ronment and reputation Scotus has
to offer. Scotus tries to educate to
each individual’s unique person.”

Morfeld said there are other fac-
tors cause some students to trans-
fer out of Scotus. These include
Scotus’ demanding curriculum and
firm rules. Schueth added that be-
cause of Columbus’ above average
public school system, it is harder
to draw students in at the extra
cost, but that Scotus’ long history.
of academic, athletic, fine arts, and
community successes is a huge
positive for attracting kids. By
keeping the student numbers up,
the incoming money makes it is

Class sizes shrmkm
from page 1

easier for the school to add even
more improvements. The only way
to accomplish this, according to
Morfeld, is to get the word out
about the kind of school Scotus is.

“I think it extremely important to
show our character to the public,”
Morfeld said. “Our reputation is
who we are, and we have to show
we are genuine in our efforts.”

The future enrollment of Scotus
relies on several factors, among
these the way the school presents
itself. It is unknown for certain how
full the classrooms will be next year,
but Scotus is doing its part to make
sure there are plenty of students
to make noise.
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Decision

Ryan Jablonski
Staff Reporter

possible

Jennifer Sackett

Q. How would under-
classmen be viewed in
your kingdom?

A. They would not have
any say in anything.

Q. What would a school
day schedule look like in
your kingdom?

A. We would sleep all day
and then party.

Sackett

Taryn Ketter

Q. As homecoming
Queen how would you
like your subjects to view
you?

A. As Ryan’s master.

Q. As homecoming
Queen how would you go
about ruling your king-
dom?

A.I’d let the people in the
kingdom do whatever
they wanted to do, except
for my boyfriend.

Tara Zabawa

Q. As homecoming
Queen how would you
like your subject to view
you?

A. Taller than I really am
Q. What would a school
day schedule look like in
your kingdom?
A.8AM-11 AM: Nap time
11-1 PM: Lunch

1-3PM: Recess

Amy Ellingson

Q. As Queen how what
meal would you like
served at your corona-
tion?

A. Pancakes in the shape
of my face with blueberry
eyes, strawberry lips, ba-
nana hair, and a pineapple
crown. There would be no
syrup; my face is not
greasy.

Q. How would under-
classmen be viewed in
your kingdom?

A. My lowly servants
would be forced to wear
loincloths and serve me
whatever my heart de-
sires, or face the guillo-
tine.

Ellingson

Tyler Roewert

Q. As homecoming King
how would you go about Melliger
ruling your kingdom?

A. I would make someone
else do all the work for me.
Q. As homecoming King
what meal would you like
served at your corona-
tion.

A. Turkey drumsticks.

Amber Chatman

Amber had no comment

atman

Homecoming

Yes, the homecoming votes have already been collected, and hopefully you won’t have to slap your forehead
in anger knowing how the homecoming royalty plan to rule their newly crowned kingdom. We gave the candi-
dates questions about their rule as King or Queen, and they answered them as seriously and honestly as

Ryan Zegar

Q. As homecoming King
how would you like your
subjects to view you?
A. Through a telescope.
Q. As homecoming King
what meal would you like
served at your corona-
tion?

A. Punji sticks for every-
one.

Jacob Tooley

Q. As homecoming
King, what rule would
you make or what rule
would you take away to
make your kingdom bet-
ter?

A. Naptime for everyone!
Q. As homecoming King
how would you like your
subjects to view you?
A. With childlike wonder
and awe.

Robert Rogers

Q. As homecoming King
what rule would you
make or what rule would
you take away to make
your kingdom better?
A. Clothes-Take them
away!

Q. How would under-
classmen be viewed in
your kingdom.

A. Like my children.

Tyler Weinand

Q. As homecoming
King, what rule would
you make or what rule
would you take away to
make your kingdom bet-
ter?

A. On jeans day guys
can wear biker shorts
and tank tops, and other
days there has to be short
hair, visible socks, and
tucked in shirts for all so
everyone can get the to-
tal learning experience,
distraction free.

Q. As homecoming King
how would you like your
subjects to view you?
A. The total package (like
the charming, handsome
individual that I am.)

Josh Melliger

Q. Ashomecoming King
how would you like your
subjects to address you?
A. Your Greatness.

Q. What would a school
day schedule look like in
your kingdom?

A. School... what
school?

Nicole Mielak

Nicole had no comment
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Trio of new staffers
begin year at Scotus

Scott Becker and Anna Evans
Rock Bottom Correspondents

As students meander down the halls, they will notice a few
new marvels: The seventh graders ranging in height from three
feet to six feet, more information covering the senior hall bulletin
board, and some unfamiliar adults chatting with our well-known
teachers. They may appear scary at first, but our three new
faculty members are, for the most part, just three normal guys
that want to enrich the learning experience of Scotus students.

Brian Fuscher is the new junior and senior Theology teacher.
He graduated from
Creighton University in
2002 with a major in jour-
nalism and a minor in the-
ology. Fuscher has fol-
lowed his mother’s foot-
steps into the education
profession. At Scotus he
wishes to become a source
of support for young
people, even though he
was at first intimidated by
Scotus’ high standing in
academics and athletics.
He said that he believes
that teenagers are under-
estimated in their abilities.
Along with his teaching
duties, Fuscher said he
was glad to be given the
opportunity to coach
freshmen football and soc- X RUB BO
cer. 3 Junior Engllsh teacher Steve

With the new theology Cozad instructs his class.
teacher came a new theol- Cozad is one of three new fac-
ogy preacher. ulty members this fall.

Bond, Father Bill Bond,
was ordained on June 5, 1999. He operated as the associate
pastor of St. Leo’s in Omaha, where he assisted the grade school
and prepared couples for marriage. Bond is highly impressed
with Scotus’ school spirit and support of sports, but wishes
students would carry that enthusiasm into the church. At Scotus
he wishes to help students grow in prayer. He said one of the
best ways for them to start that is to sing in church. Bond wants
the students to learn more about mass so they can “draw in
unity with God and with each other.” Bond said he was most
impressed by the Living the Faith program in place at Scotus.

Steve Cozad started out as a newspaper reporter, and then
taught in such places as Glenwood, Iowa, and Lyons, Nebraska,
before finally coming to Scotus. While teaching he specialized
in media, special education, and English. He wanted to teach at
Scotus for it’s great reputation in sports and academics and said
the parental support is better than anywhere he had been previ-
ously. He has coached everything from football, to basketball
to track, and is the head football coach and an assistant track
coah at Scotus. He is enjoying his time at Scotus- no matter how
small the football team is. He lives with. his wife Bren@a,yrfuqr
kids, Amanda, Meghan, Stefanae, and Zane, and his dog, Cham] Np

As the school year goes on, students sitting in class will gain
a better understanding of the new faces that grace our halls, and
the new additions will help this highly academic and athletic
school have more spirit in sports and for God.
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Beth Orton provides mellow music from the U.K.

Lauren Maul
Editor

For those of you who enjoy the
melodic stylings of artists such as
Sinead O’Connor, Sarah
McLachlan, Natalie Merchant,
Bjérk, Dido, or Tori Amos, you
should definitely check out Brit-
ish singer/songwriter Beth

n.

Despite the fact Orton’s voice
sounds a little like these artists,
she manages to combines acous-
tic folk with electric beats to cre-
ate a sound all her own.

On her latest album,
Daybreaker, Orton gives her best
organic acoustic sound with songs
like “Carmella” and “This One’s
Gonna Bruise.” The rest of her
songs are jazzy with a bit of taste-
ful techno thrown in.

For the track “God Song”,
Emmylou Harris joins Orton’s vo-
cals to produce a mellow song with
swaying melodies. Guitar idol Ryan

Adams can also be heard in a
couple of songs.

Still not sold? Here are some of
the lyrics from Track 2: “Concrete
Sky”

Faith has a good side/still every-
one she ever loved they all turned

‘q’ve seen your good side
but I still don’t know just
what it is that you might
want.

-Beth Orton 99

bad/ Constance his own way of
breathing and you know you
couldn’t will him to survive/
Couldn 't will him if you tried/And
there’s a concrete sky falling from
the trees again and you know not
why it’s not coming round too
soon/It’s harder than a heartbreak
too/I’ve seen your good side but I
still don’t know just what it is that

you might want.
Because of the many different
genres on this album, you may
never get tired of listening to it. I
give this fabulous and eclectic al-
bum four out of four stars.
Places to enjoy this CD include:
your car, your bathtub, and at the
breakfast table to put you in a ret-
rospective mood.
If you are looking to add some
“girlie music” to your CD collec-
tion, this may not be what you
are looking for. This CD appeals
to everyone who likes to listen to
mellow music, even if those
people aren’t girls.
You won’t hear many songs
about love and other goo-goo
things, but you will hear some great
acoustic and soulful melodies.
If you buy this CD and are a fan,
I would recommend you check out
some of Orton’s other CDs, such
as Central Reservation & Trailer
Park..

Happy listening!

Swimfan’s story of obsession more than typical teen horror movie

Amy Ellingson
Staff Reporter

Before seeing the movie,
Swimfan seemed like it was going
to be the stereotypical teen horror
movie. You know, flaky girls, hunky
guys, too many dead bodies, and
most importantly, no common
sense. Swimfan was different from
most teen horror movies though;
the characters, from hero to villain,
seem like real people.

Ben Cronin, played by Jesse
Bradford, had the perfect life: a
beautiful girlfriend, a promising
swimming career, a rewarding hos-
pital job, and a loyal group of
friends. Ben had made mistakes
with drugs in his past, but six
months in a juvenile rehabilitation
center, and the support of his girl-
friend had set him straight. Be-
cause of an expected college schol-
arship and the companionship of
his ﬁir!fn‘end, life after high school

Tike it was going to be flaw- -

Tess.

Unfortunately for Ben, a simple
act of kindness sparked the rela-
tionship that almost destroyed his
life. Madison Belle was the new

TURY FOX PHOTO

The obsessed Madison (Christensen) watches Ben (Bradford) swim

his laps.

girl at school having the typical
“new girl at school” problems and
Ben, not thinking anything of it,
helped her open her locker.
Madison’s flirtatious personality
immediately overwhe]ms Ben and

-she ‘¢easily seduces Him 4

" Ben immediately realizes the se-!
verity of his mistake and wants to
forget the encounter ever hap-
pened, but Madison has other
ideas in mind. She believes that

Ben is in love with her and that
wants to be with her, but Ben’s feel-
ings are exactly the opposite. Al-
though Ben is extremely assertive,
to the point of being violent with
her, Madison refuses to take a hint.

. Ben’s frustration only fuels Madi-

son to try harder. At first I didn’t
exactly feel sorry for Ben because
he made the choice to cheat on his
girlfriend, Amy, who was the per-
fect role model of what a girlfriend

should be (And
aren’t all
Amys?).

She always
listened to him
and cared
about his feel-
ings. Ben com-

Swimfan
Stars: Jesse Bradford, Erika Christensen
Amy’s Rock Bottom Rating:

P bbb dhdbcd O

pletely ignored

the fact that Amy was a much bet-
ter person than Madison was. I
also found it ironic that Ben didn’t
even mention he was with Amy until
after he found out Madison wanted
more than his body. Ben deserved
a little punishment but Madison
definitely went too far. As she pur-
sues Ben, she leaves a path of de-
struction through his life. Madi-
son will not stop until she feels she
has gotten revenge, even if it means
committing murder. Ben is framed
for crimes he didn’t commit and au-
thorities do not believe his alibi. A
crucial piece of evidence provided

with the help of Madison’s nerdy.

cousin could prove -Ben’s inno-
cence and save his life.
Surprisingly enough, Swimfan
was more realistic than most de-
spite Madison’s questionable es-
cape from police. Instead of the

villain being immortal, surviving
beating, after stab wound, after
gunshot, she had intelligence."
Madison Belle, played by Erika
Christensen, knew what was most
important to Ben and ruined it.
Christensen has received gracious
recognition for her success as
Michael Douglas’ drug-addicted
teenager in Traffic and followed the
performance well with Swimfan.
Christensen shows what being de-
ceived and heartbroken can do to
a person with an unstable mental-
ity.

Swimfan sends powerful mes-

‘sages about the dangers of infidel-

ity and casual sex. In my opinion,
Swimfan would be a good date
movie. Even though the ending
isn’t picture perfect, the movie will
definitely give you a good thrill.

“Swimming in Schools”
ScorTus WORD

Down:
1. How fish move

Across:

BY CRAIG STAROSCIK

1. Group of fish

6. To establish through law

11. Small dam for fish

12. To have had influence on
17. A school law

18. Thought or insight

19. Slender woodwind instru-
ment

20. Relating to the mouth

21. Millenium Edition (abbr.)
22. Secret Service (abbr.)

23. Conceited clams?

30. Mythical fish-human

31. Area occupied by a struc-
ture

33. Wrath

35. Body part lateral the eyes
36. Alternating current (abbr.)
39. Local area network (abbr.)
41. Shamu’s pod eating
Cheerios?

44. To give in exchange for
goods

45. Harnessing an animal to an
implement

46. Island off coast of India: ____
Lanka

47. Emulator Program (abbr.)
50. Scruf from an animal’s coat
53. False clue between bread?
59. Steradian (abbr.)

60. Hydrocarbon levels in petro-
leum

61. Another name for fast food
62. Crack in the Earth’s crust
64. All the rage in fish barber-
shops?

72. Animals that can be hunted
or fished

73. Salvation Army (abbr.)

74. To be innate or inherent
75. The edge of a cylinder

77. An abnormal decrease in
body’s pH

80. A silk screen print

81. Attaching names

83. Doublewide marlin?

2. Gives possession of

3. To move quickly

4. Shrine dedicated to ancient god
5. Relating to tears

6. Perfect goals

7. Amount earned after expenses
8. Possessive “we”

9. To strike quickly with a blade
10. Thin, snakelike fish (pl)

13. West wind off Alps

14. Eastbound (abbr.)

15. Company (abbr.)

16. Opinion held by organization
24. Hard mineral used in sandpa-
per

25. A streak of color

26. British form of “sarcastic”

27. Funny or suspicious

28. Opposite of buys

29. To dissolve or spread

32. Visions into confounding prob-
lems

34. One who harvests

36. One class of aliphatic hydro-
carbons

37.To hold on in a desperate man-
ner

38. Orange and almond flavoring
40. Variation of “‘air”

42. Variation of element 53

43. All beginnings have their ____
48. To come together in a large
group

49. Without creativity

51. Radio Network Association
(abbr.)

52.To increase in size by taking in
liquid

54. Electronic Common User Lan-
guage (abbr.)

55. Smaller than oxtails

56. Country code of Denmark

57. Large moon of Jupiter

58. Colorado University (abbr.)

62. Smokier

63. Retained after due date (2
words)ov__ ____

I ol L ol

el

63

64. Type of computer

65. “Ad interim” (abbr.)

66. To put into: ___t

67. Fine line on some typefaces
68. dad and Tobago

69. Burglars or thieves

70. To remove from writing

71. A small drink

72. Fish with elongated body and
snout

76. Megahertz (abbr.)
78. eggs

79. Tool used for cutting
82. malodourousnes
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To many, Scotus Central Catho-
lic is more than a school. Scotus is
looked at positively for its well-
groomed students, excellent aca-
demics, and competitive athletics.
With old faces out and Coach
Cozad in, the football team is looked
atin a different light. Hopes of con-
tinuing the great tradition is just
one of the few goals set forth by
the football team. Tradition is what
made Scotus football what it is and
change would seem pointless, but
the new-look Shamrocks have
started a few new traditions of their
own.

New changes have come about,
and I am sure fans have noticed.
The reasoning is not always clear
though. One tradition started is the
“Hit Stick.” This stick is a 6 foot
pole painted green and yellow with
the word ‘hit’ painted all over it.
Before every game, the starting
defense puts their hands on the
stick promising to give 110%. The
explosion of emotions then starts.
One of my favorite parts to a game
day is hearing Coach Goerlinger’s
pregame talk. Always fired up, he
instructs us to go out there and kick
butt, but in words that cannot be
published. After a few encourag-
ing words from our captains, the
team takes the field slowly. With
the captains in front, the hit stick is
carried out, never to touch the
ground. Because we come out of
the locker room full of inspirational
words, it has been weird taking the
field in such a calm manner.

Before every game day, students
used to see the football players go
get their favorite fast food. This is
no longer the case. Tradition has
changed football player’s eating
habits, and players now stay at
school and are fed spaghetti, to-
matoes, and a salad. This is not
very appetizing and I would prefer
my Subway, but the new way is a
change I will have to live with.

‘Many physical changes have
come to the Shamrocks this sea-
son, and this includes mental
preparation as well. I came into the
season expecting some hard con-
ditioning, but I never expected the
torture I experienced the first week.
Two a days brought out the “goril-
las,” a torturous run that includes
about 100-yards of bear crawling
on your hands and feet. One is not
bad, and the second gets tough.
Then comes the third gorilla, and
the pain is pretty much unbearable.
My upper arms felt like oatmeal.
Many lineman were dragging on
their bellies; it was a hideous expe-
rience.

Tradition has started right be-
fore the game too. Quiet time has
been introduced. For 20 minutes
players either lie down on the caf-
eteria tables or lay their heads
down on the bus to mentally pre-
pare for the game. We go over as-
signments and prepare in a way
players never have prepared the
past years. Players are sure to be
prepared for the game.

Smaller traditions have also
been started with the arrival of a
new system. The starting defense
carries a card the day of the game
stating a commitment to giving
one’s all in the upcoming game.
Helmets are not allowed off for any
reason at practices or games, un-
less a player is getting a drink.
Sweat could be going into your
pupil, burning your eye like battery
acid, and if that helmet comes off,
the player is rewarded with push-
ups.

These new traditions started will
not win us the big football game,
but they make other differences.
Starting 0-2 is not the way anyone
wants to start a season, but the
mental and physical preparations
has the Shamrocks heading into
battle every Friday night with a
chance to win.

ERNST
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Scotus athletics program earns All-Sports title again

Eric Grubaugh
Editor

The hallways are lined with it.
The Activity Center displays it. It
can be felt in the crowd at any
Scotus competition.

Tradition is one thing Scotus has
never been shorthanded on. Soon
the championship pictures will
need a hallway of their own. The
trophies are on the verge of burst-
ing out of their case. The banners
hanging from the ceiling of the new
gym are about to overlap each
other. There are no shortages of
wins, records, or championships
here at Scotus, and most likely there
never will be.

This past June, the tradition here
was expounded upon, as Scotus
claimed the Nebraska Class'C-1 All-
Sports Award for the seventh time
in a row and the twelfth time over-
all. The All-Sports Award is pre-
sented annually by the Omaha
World Herald. 1t is determined by
awarding points in all sports in
which a school finishes in the top
ten in the state. There is a girls’

award, a boys” award, and a com-
bined award. This past year, the
Scotus girls won the award by shat-
tering the all-time record of points
scored. The girls’ strength com-
bined with the boys’ scores also
earned Scotus the combined All-
Sports Award. It is rare enough to
win this award back-to-back, but
seven times in

“We have a lot of tradition here,”
said Tooley, “and a lot of the suc-
cess is based on consistency of our
coaching staffs. That means that
the skills are taught in a progres-
sive manner. We're all on the same
page from the junior high level to
the J. V. level to the varsity level.”

Puetz also contributes the suc-
cess to the re-

a row is un- ‘ lationship be-
got:tt;;fi;inlgy ‘Ne have great staffs and e
u . .

However, it athletes that get alongin  athletes dur-
b s g between sports. There'sa [ 2nd after
Frti,se b Aih' lot of cooperation there. t“(/e har\e
etic 1rector great (coach-
Gary Puetz. -Gal’y Puetz ” ing) staffs

“We have and athletes

good athletes and good programs,”
said Puetz, “and I think that another
major contributor is that our
coaches stay in the program. That
provides some continuity, and it
makes it more competitive.”

Volleyball and track coach Janet
Tooley also agreed that continuity
of coaching staffs has helped
Scotus through the years.

Smashing...

Junior Laura Dolezal attacks the vollyball in a recent match
against Grand Island Central Catholic. The top ranked Sham-
rocks defeated the number two Crusaders 15-7, 15-3.
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that get along in between sports.
There’s a lot of cooperation there.”
For the most part though, a lot
of the athletes here do not get
much time in between sports.
“The vast majority of our qual-
ity athletes are two and three sport
athletes,” said Puetz. “Very few of
them specialize.”
The only specialty Scotus

seemed to have was winning. In
claiming the All-Sports Award, the
girls scored heavily by taking cham-
pionships in cross country, volley-
ball, and soccer, earning runners-
up in basketball and track, and tak-
ing sixth in golf. The boys contrib-
uted to the combined title with sev-
enth-place finishes in both track
and soccer.

Tooley attributes the girls’ suc-
cess an idea similiar Puetz’s.

“I think the number of our three-
sport athletes is a major factor,” said
Tooley, “and those skills transfer
over. You learn how to handle your-
self in the big game. It may be your
first state soccer tournament, but
if you’ve already been in state vol-
leyball or basketball, I don’t think
you go in as wide-eyed as you
would have.”

Competitors at Scotus are no
strangers to big games. They gain
experience in rivalries and tough
competitions as soon as they en-
ter the competing world of Scotus,
and those experiences lead to the
quality Scotus holds most dear: tra-
dition.

Students getting too big
for their own britches

Matt Krings
Editor

The life of high school students
is filled with worries and ambitions.
Popularity, fun, and homework
consume their lives. The schedule
of students can be crazy with the
eight hour school day, extracurricu-
lar activities, and for some a job.
Exercise is not a huge concern to
most students, mostly because
from the lack of time to do so. PE.
teacher Janet Tooley has made
clear the huge importance of diet
and exercise to her classes, but
many students do not enjoy run-
ning or eating healthy.

Exercise should be an everyday
event for people. It gives you more
energy, as well as a better figure.
Besides organized sports, the ex-
ercise habits of Scotus students
aren’t great.

“I probably should run,” said
sophomore Tom Adelman, “but I
don’t like moving when I don’t have
to. That would also take away from
my guitar playing time.”

Exercise is not the only healthy
activity many teenagers neglect.
Eating healthy is also a rarity among
high school students.

“I don’t watch what I eat at all,”
said eighth grader Josh Otte. “I do
want to be healthy, but right now I
ain’t getting any fatter, so why

should I exercise?”

Everyday large-figured people
can be easily seen. It is no secret
that America is a fat nation. Aslong
as students keep on not caring
about their figure, change does not
seem likely. Some students are
blessed, as junior Shane Goodall
said.

“For some reason I am always
hungry,” he said. “I eat and eat, do
absolutely nothing, and then eat
some more. My weight never
changes, and it’s great.”

Metabolism is different for ev-
eryone, and those students who
cannot get away with ignoring their
diet such as Goodall know that
healthy diet and some exercise is a
guarantee success for feeling bet-
ter physically and mentally. This
is very hard to do though.

“Food is so good, I can’t help
myself,” said eighth grader Kyle
Mroczek. “I am in sports and
school, but I do not exercise on my
own at all.”

The country’s youth are fat and
out of shape. With a change in di-
ets and a commitment to working
out, students can change their ap-
pearance and attitudes towards
their figure. No doubt about it, it is
hard, but students need to slim
down and eat the way they have
been told for years. Take that flabby
belly and shrink it!
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Retreat a chance to get away, get together

Senior retreat brought students closer as they begin final year at Scotus

Craig Staroscik
Editor-In-Chief

A small room suddenly seemed
spacious as the last of 81 seniors
packed into a small corner for an
end of the day picture. In the back,
classmates were leaning over one
another; the front consisted of a
collage of bodies, and overhead
students hung from the rafters.
This closing ceremony was a fit-
ting end to a day of connecting and
sharing for the class of 2003.

Earlier this month the senior stu-
dents had their class retreat. As in
past years, it consisted of a day
spent at Camp Timber Lake, time
for reflection and prayer, and a heap
of class bonding.

“It was amazing,” senior
Kristan Forney said. “I thought it

was incredible how we came to-
gether and bonded. I saw my class
in a different way.”

The day started off early with a
bus ride to the camp outside of
Central City, followed by a recess
to help the day get started. After
that, the students settled down
for a quieter period of reflection.
In what is known as the burning
of the class sins, students had a
chance to ask for forgiveness and
to bury the mistakes made in the
past.

Another part of the morning’s
activities was a time for students
to open up and share their feelings
with the class. The positive mes-
sages seemed to bring home a
sense of unity as well as class pride.

“I think our class really came
together well,” senior Tony Bogus

said. “For people to be able to stand
up like and say what they wanted
was pretty cool.”

The afternoon was a bit less se-
rious. Despite several interruptions
of some activities due to a light-

“It was amazing. I thought it

was incredible how we
came together and bonded.
-Kristan Forney %)

ning storm, students still had the
chance to relax, enjoy the lake, or
test their skills and courage on Tim-
ber Lake’s challenge course. It was
also a time for the class to get to
know one another better. After din-
ner, the group gathered to share an

emotional mass together.

>

“My favorite part was the mass,’

senior Nicole Kobus said. “It was
a nice intimate thing for all of us.

During the sign of peace I shook

hands or hugged a lot of people I

usually don’t hang out with.”
One face absent from the day
but not from the thoughts of the
senior class was Father Steve
Emanuel. Father Bill Bond took the
place of Father Steve Emanuel as
the retreat’s coordinator this year.
Although Bond was a relatively
new face to Scotus, most students

thought he did a fine job filling the

shoes Emanuel.
“I think Father Bond did about

as well as Fr. Steve would have,”

Bogus said. “He was pretty well or-
ganized and did a great job.”
Three weeks after the retreat, the

emotions and shared feelings from
the retreat have a mixed place in
the thoughts of seniors. Some stu-
dents feel that the class unity felt
at the retreat has already worn off,
while others believe it is still striv-
ing in the actions of their peers.

“I think the unity has worn off a
lot,” Kobus said. “Most people are
falling back into their old routines.
It isn’t something that can be pre-
vented, it just happens.”

Forney disagrees.

“I think we bonded really well
than and that feeling has stayed,”
she said. “I think the retreat did
something good for our class.”

Whatever the outcome, the se-
nior retreat was a chance to estab-
lish a strong sense of class unity
before charging into the rest of the
school year and future beyond.

Teens for Life students brave elements to protest abortion

Scott Becker
Rock Bottom Correspondent

‘What was written on your cal-
endar on Sunday, October 6?
Maybe it was like any other Sun-
day. You may have written a re-
minder to mow the lawn, to pick up
groceries or to record your favor-
ite television show. Sunday was a
very important date for pro-life sup-
porters.

Sunday, October 6" was Colum-
bus’ annual Life Chain. The chain
was made up of Christian pro-life
supporters who hold up signs
along the highway for the many
people driving by to see. “Abor-
tion kills children” and “Abortion
hurts women” are some of the many
signs that could be seen along the
highway. Scotus’ Teens for Life
members joined other pro-life sup-
porters in the festivities. Most of
the students were located a long
the highway by Walgreen’s park-
ing lot. There was a wide range of
supporters there, from children to
adults. They all had many differ-
ent reasons for being at the event.

“I think that it is a terrible thing
to be pro-choice,” said Senior Nick
Hall, president of Teens for Life.
“As people drive by, they get a
chance to think about how wrong
itis.”

Indeed, driving past the group,
it would be hard not to notice the
student’s signs held out in unison,
followed by rows and rows of other
pro-life groups. The students there
hoped that their presence was help-
ing to make a difference.

“The life chain is important be-
cause other people need to know

that people
care,” sopho-
more Aleah Ger-
man said.

“Abortion is
just like mur-
der.”

Teens for
Life sponsor,
Joan Lahm
agreed.

“I have al-
ways believed
that life is sa-
cred and conve-
nience is not a
reason to kill a
human being,”
she said.

Lahm also
said that the life
chain is impor-
tant because it
provides great
visual support
for the pro-life
stance.

This year,
the weather had
an effect on the
event. The
wind advisory
and cold tem-
perature did not
help the life
chain. Many
signs were seen
battered by the wind.

“My poster was ripped up be-
cause it was so windy,” senior
Kelly Novicki, Treasurer of Teens
for Life, said. “I was sad.”

The motorists passing by had
different ways of responding to the
signs.

“When motorists passed by,
some waved, some smiled, some
gave us thumbs up and some gave
us thumbs down,” Novicki said.

The life chain certainly showed
the opinions of pro-life supporters,
but, as Novicki observed, that there
are still those with pro-choice

-

views on the issue.

“I would like to see a decrease
in abortion and see more conver-
sions to the pro-life movement due

to the life chain,” said Lahm.

For those who missed the life
chain, there are other opportunities

to voice opinions. The members

SCOTT BECKER/ROCK BOTTOM

Freshmen Melissa Steiner, Stephanie Levos, and Amberle Zuerlein hold out posters supporting their pro-life cause.
Several Scotus Teens for Life members participated in the annual Columbus area Life Chain.

of Teens for Life are participating
in the annual Walk for Life in Lin-
coln. The walk for life is held to-
wards end of January. Those par-
ticipating in the Life Chain and Walk
for Life show the power of unity
and desire to promote their posi-
tive message.

Former Scotus students look back after transferring out

Matt Krings
Editor

Ten years from now, students
will be thinking back on their high
school days and coming back for
reunions. The class one graduated
with is always a special group of
people with a ton of memories. Not
to be forgotten is the classmates
that have come and gone through-
out the high school days. Trans-
ferring from school to school hap-
pens everywhere, and Scotus is no
exception.

A place where everybody
knows your name; nothing could
be better right? Here at Scotus, the
student body is small enough
where most of the people know who
everyone is. Students are greeted
by about every teacher who knows
the name of the kids around them.
CHS junior Michael Schaecher, for-

merly of Scotus, said at Columbus
High, you don’t walk around the
halls afraid that teachers will scan
you for a dress code infragment or
behavior problem.

“None of the teachers know
who I am,” Schaecher said. “I
hated walking by the second floor
bathroom because of two certain
teachers always telling me to tuck
in my shirt or get a hair cut”

Not all of Scotus was bad to
Schaecher. He said he will miss all
of his classmates he has been with
since kindergarten and of course
he will definitely miss computers
teacher Bonnie Kreikemeier.

The teachers are not the only
people the transfers are glad to be
apart from. For the most part
Scotus is filled with students who
are fun to be around. Most people
remember CHS junior Abbi Zywiec
as the “happiest girl” at Scotus.

She always had a huge smile on
her face, and nothing bad to say
about anyone. Behind the huge
smile was not always happiness

“Scotus was fun while it
lasted, but CHS is much
easier and I don’t have as
many worries about aca-
demics.

J)
-Cole Pfiefer

though. Although Zywiec was
surrounded by peers who loved
being around her cheerfulness,
some classmates were not always
as nice to her as she was to every-
one else.

“Kids are so mean,” Zywiec
said. “I just couldn’t handle all the
mean people anymore. At Colum-

bus High there are tons of people
that like me and I fit in more there
than at Scotus.
marry Ryan Ames though.”

I still am gonna

Harassment will happen at any
school, and Zywiec said it hap-
pens at CHS too, but she said the
students don’t key on one per-
son and keep on doing it. Zywiec
loved her teachers at Scotus, and
she said Scotus was fun when
her classmates made it fun for her.
She said she misses her Scotus
friends and everyone at Scotus
has surely noticed the lack of hap-

piness without Abbi.

People are not the only reason
Scotus students leave to go to an-
other school. Former Scotus stu-
dent Cole Pfiefer said CHS is aca-
demically much easier. He said he
doesn’t have to try near as hard
and still gets the same grades.

“Scotus was fun while it lasted,”

said Pfiefer, “but CHS is much easier
and I don’t have as many worries
about academics.

Transfers out of Scotus is not
really a problem, but many students
lost someone to transfers they miss
dearly. The junior class alone has
lost twenty-eight students from
seventh grade to now, and who
knows what is yet to come. All the
students interviewed said there it
is no one’s fault that they left, but
mostly just a big decision they had
to make concerning their school-
ing.

School anywhere will be full of
homework, exams, and nagging
teachers. For these students who
transfer from school to school, it’s
mostly the thrill of change.
Whether good or bad, this change
affects their classmates of old, and
the class they now will enjoy their
reunions with.

Hair’s
the
deal...
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College can provides escape from Nebraska life for some

You're Still
Not Helping

Everyone would always tell me
that I could become whatever I
wanted when I grew up. Therefore,
I chose to become a bear. They hi-

“bernate, eat fish, and have cute
babies.

Unfortunately, two years after 1
had made my career choice, my sis-
ter broke the news to me that I

could not become a bear. But after
a few trips to the zoo, I decided that
becoming a person who could take
care of the bears and other animals
would be better than being the bear.
So when I became old enough, I
gota job at a local vet clinic taking
care of the animals.

I’ve wanted to be a veterinarian
ever since. But [ also want to be an
actress, artist, and writer. The only
way I can incorporate all of these
careers is to become an actress that
portrays a veterinarian on TV and
writes her own scripts and paints
the set. But that’s a little extensive.

No matter what I become, I know
I will be it outside of Nebraska. I've
never been a fan of this state, and
it boggles my mind that people
want to attend college in Nebraska.
For me, college should be the time
when you get away from home and
become your own person. Many
argue that they can’t attend out of
state schools because of higher

costs, but there are always schol-
arships and community colleges
out of state.

If you like Nebraska, good for
you. As for myself, I’m getting out
as soon as possible. I've traveled
quite a bit in my life and I’ve seen

No matter what I
become, I know it
will be outside of
Nebraska. I've
never been a fan of
this state.

so many things that I would have
never seen in Nebraska.
Nebraska has tons of wide-open
spaces, corn, and nice people. I like
all of these things, but I don’t ap-
preciate the scorching hot weather,
lack of huge cities, and people who

treat Husker football as a religion.

I’ve been looking at Boston Col-
lege, Notre Dame, and University
of San Diego. I have visited all of
these places, and have fallen in love
with all of them. The majority of my
friends have chosen to stay in Ne-
braska for college, and I totally sup-
port them. They believe that it’s
best for them to stay here, and I
believe it’s best for me to get the
heck out of Nebraska.

‘Wherever my classmates choose
to go to college, or to even go at
all, I will be proud of each and ev-
ery one of them. No matter what
they become in life, be it a doctor,
coach, or even a bear, I will respect
them. ButI beg of them: please con-
sider a school or career off the
beaten path. Go somewhere where
no one will know you. Work hard
to become something you always
wanted to be. Be your own person.
And never, EVER, settle for some-
thing less than you hoped for. And

yes, I did get these slogans off of
inspirational refrigerator magnets.

Just because your friends are
going to a certain school doesn’t
mean that school is right for you.
It’s getting down to crunch time for
choosing a school, and I want ev-
eryone to be happy with his or her
decision. So no matter how cheesy
and stupid I sound, just think about
what I’ve said, OK?

I’m almost positive someone will
be angry about this column and my
Nebraska bashing, but don’t take
it personally. Me not liking this
state isn’t a personal insult to the
citizens of Nebraska.

I just want to leave, and if you
are a die-hard Nebraska fan and are
mad at me, just be happy I won’t
be here next year. And who knows,
maybe someday someone will be
able to become a bear. And then I
will just have to be jealous of them.

Now I’m outta here faster than a
monkey in a poo fight.

Bumlng desire to compete can only be calmed by victory

Coloring Out
of the Lines

Don’t ever even attempt to tell
me that it’s just a game. There is an
outcome, a final score, a victor, and
a failure. Winning and losing are
night and day. They could not be
more opposite, and these opposites
never attract. The gap between
wins and losses is impassable; the
distance between them unimagin-

, able.

-iii Spectators judge -a teamior.an
athlete on their win/loss records or
their successes and failures. No
statistician ever wrote “He played

exceptlonally hard during all his
losses™ on the back of a trading
card. Television highlights could
never possibly grasp the emotions
and thoughts behind the faces
they show in their program. A
dropped pass, a missed shot, or a
false start would haunt any com-
petitor for quite some time. No mat-
ter how many times a coach or
teammates may say “You’ll get
‘em next time,” it still hurts. Maybe
there isn’t a next time; maybe you
don’t get a second chance to make
that catch or shot or stay set. So-
ciety conveys losing as failure, a
mistake, and nothing more. There
is no consolation for the losers.
Benefits are for the winners and
the winners only. A competitor
could smash his personal best by
5 seconds in a race, but still finish
6" and have nothing to show for it.
Sure the competitor knows it, and
their coaches know it too, but no
acknowledgement comes from any-
one outside the team. Everyone
loves to be acknowledged for their
successes. Such incredible empha-
sis is placed on competition that
no matter what the outcome it will

produce boundless emotions.
There is no greater feeling in the
world than victory; there is no lower
feeling in the world than failure. No
drug could give anyone the glori-
ous high that a victory produces,
and no depression could produce
the heart-rending emotions that fail-

No statistician ever
wrote ‘He played
exceptionally hard

during all his losses’

on the back of a
trading card.

ure fabricates. A state champion-
ship and a triple-overtime loss on a
last second three-pointer will both
provide conversation amongst
teammates forever. Over time, I
may forget the specific statistics of
my many competitions, but I have
never forgotten the mistakes  have
made in those games. I remember
an eighth grade football game
where I slipped on a third down

~ation.

when I should’ve had the first
down. I remember a little league
baseball game where I flew out with
the bases loaded and we lost that
game. Losing, or failure, whatever
it may be called, is a mistake, and I
feel very strongly about all my mis-
takes.

I hate to fail. I hate to lose. I
hate to acknowledge that I am not
the best at what I do. I know that
there is always someone better,
but whenever I meet someone
better, I strive with everything I
have to prove that I can compete
with or better than that person.
Losing and failure, however, are
not just about the final score of
the game. My team could win by
forty, and that one missed tackle I

had on a third-and-short will haunt
me until I make a stop on third-and-
short. No matter how good the rest
of my performance may have been,
any and every mistake will stay in
the front of my mind until I make
up for that mlstake ina 51m11ar situ-

There is always someone saying
it’s not about winning or losing, but
how you play the game, or that los-

Senior privileges outdated, over rated, and harmful to

Wallowing In
Thought

Supposedly my parents have
picked up my senior pictures. I can-
not be sure of this, because I have
not seen them yet. Moreover, I
have never even seen my senior
picture proofs. I am not worried
about this because, frankly, I hate
my senior pictures.

There was once a time when
graduating from high school meant
something important. Thirty years
ago, a high school diploma was

enough to get a fair paying job and
a start on a solid career. Nowadays,
you can take that same diploma and
become a manager for McDonald’s,
or better yet, sign holder during
highway construction.
Graduating from high school is
not worth as much as it was a few
decades ago. Even though, our
stubborn - society
still has to treat it like
itis a truly life-alter-
ing event. As a re-

sult, seniors get spe- many

Do you know how

ing faces. I however, was not
blessed with physical beauty. My
hair is thin and receding, my fore-
head to my neck is covered with
acne, and I have the standard geek
face that comes from almost any-
one who wears glasses. Still, my
parents wanted to pay hundreds
of dollars for professional photog-
rapher to take
my picture,
when that
nice old man

pPepperonl .. ,i4 have

cial senior “perks,” pizzas one could themtaken for
none of which have twelve dollars
made me the least bit buy with senior on orientation
perky so far. : > day.

The first of these pICture money : Some may

“perks” was senior

pictures. For reasons beyond my
poorly educated comprehension
ability (that is, high school level in-
telligence), parents still find it nec-
essary to carry on this pointless
tradition. I realize that some seniors
enjoy getting their senior pictures
taken. This is understandable, be-
cause some seniors have nice look-

say my par-
ents made me get senior pictures
out of love. I would argue that
statement. First off, senior pictures
are a huge waste of money. One
year from now I will be the poorest
I have ever been in my life. I will be
in student loans up to my chin acne,
not to mention all the other costs
that come from going to college.

Instead of buying me senior pic-
tures, couldn’t my parents just
have given me that money? Do you
know how many pepperoni pizzas,
the college staple, one could buy
with senior picture money? I will
be sitting in my dorm, chewing on
the end of my pencil and hoping to
suck out some nourishment, but at
least I will be able to look back on
myself before I took on the figure
of an Ethiopian refugee.

Aside from the horrid monetary
loss, my parents have now perma-
nently preserved my face. Years
from now, when people see those
pictures of me, they will not think,
“There is my grandpa, a great and
noble man.” They will instead ask
themselves, “Didn’t that guy know
how to comb his hair?”

Perhaps senior pictures really
are not that bad. I mean, some day,
when I am old and ugly and have
no hair whatsoever, I will be able to
look back on those pictures of me
in my youth. I will be able to see
myself in my full juvenile vigor, and
I will feel better because, hey, [ was

T hern ok

ing makes you better. Winning and
losing come from how you play the
game. If you are out there not car-
ing whether or not you win or lose,
you won’t win. If you’re playing
your hardest and still lose, no one
can blame you, but does that make
it feel any better? If you play sports
to make yourself better at them,
and losing makes you better,
wouldn’t that mean you would
want to lose? I should say not.
Losing that much would get some
athletes accustomed to losing, and
if that happens...well, we will just
say that it’s one thing that coaches
hope never happens.

Success and failure is black and
white. That is the only way I can
describe these two opposing out-
comes. Competition is my life. It is
in my blood. I feel that whenever I
fail, I let down anyone and every-
one on my team and associated
with my team, and anyone in my
family, but above and beyond all
else I let down myself, and that is
Ziever aivoption. So. much work and
infinitely more emotion are put into
sports; don’t ever try to tell me it’s
just a game.

self esteem

ugly then, too!

Now more dreaded perks are
looming in my future. I overhear my
parents, conversing in whispers,
uttering the words “graduation”
and “party.” I shiver just to think
of it. I only recently learned to cope
with the attention I get on my birth-
day, and highly doubt I will be any
more capable of handling an event
of graduation-party magnitude. I
keep having nightmares of my
cousins’ graduation parties: the
noise, the claustrophobia, those
disgusting hat-shaped mints that
every graduation party has to
have.

I have decided I will not be at
my graduation party. If, during the
party, there is an emergency and
you need to find me, I will prob-
ably be hiding out in the library.
Otherwise, I have arranged for my
brothers to hang random senior
pictures around the house to give
the impression of me being there.
If nothing else, senior pictures
have one vital use; they should
make clever stand-ins.
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Night in school leaves scared students’ questions unanswered

Lauren Maul
Editor

On September 30, 2002, four stu-
dents and a teacher entered into
Scotus on a very dark and not-so-
stormy night. The events of the
evening are often horrific and most
likely exaggerated. Nevertheless,
Scott Becker, Amy Ellingson, Ryan
Jablonski, Mr. Arneal, and me,
Lauren Maul, experienced that
dreadful and terrifying night and
have lived to tell the tale. Which is
just what I am about to do. Start-
ing... now:

9:00 PM - Students enter the
Scotus grounds carrying sleeping
bags, soda pop, and one penguin
decorated pillow. (And yes, that
pillow belonged to Ryan
Jablonski.) Suddenly, an apparition
appeared through the glass of the
north doors. As the ghostly figure
drew nearer, Scott Becker shricked
out in fright. (And when I say Scott
Becker, I mean Lauren Maul.)
When the phantom reached the
doors, we realized it was Mr.
Arneal, letting us into the school
and beginning the most terrifying
night of our lives. (Except for Amy
Ellingson, because her most terri-
fying night was the night they de-
cided to cancel the series Full
House.)

9:30 PM - The students and Mr.
Arneal have settled all of their be-
longings in the Creative Writing

classroom and have designated
that room as the “Safety Room.”
The students decide to go explor-
ing and everyone is incredibly
grateful that Lauren Maul was awe-
some enough to bring along not
one, but two flashlights. As we set
off down the senior hallway, we
discover that Scott does not be-
lieve in ghosts at all. Which is a
funny thing, because about five
seconds later the scariest thing we
have ever seen drifted past the
Media Center windows. Ryan
stifled a gasp as the doors swung
open and the four of us were con-
fronted by........ A ghost? A mon-
ster? The night janitor? Or could it
be....MR. MAHONEY?

Yes, it is Mr. Mahoney. (Okay,
so it’s not Kitty Cavanaugh, but
it’s still kind of scary.) A fter our run-
in with the geography teacher, the
four of us continue on to the chapel,
where ghosts have been spotted
before. Since we can’t have many
lights on (the neighbors would
think vandals broke into Scotus or
something) we sit in a circle on the
floor of the very dark chapel. We
begin to tell frightening tales of pre-
vious ghost encounters, when all
of a sudden, we all get really, really,
scared. I would like to say that we
saw a ghost, heard moaning, or had
something scary happen like that,
but in all actuality, we just got re-
ally scared for no reason. Needless
to say, we hightailed it out of that

chapel faster than we would have
if Jesus Himself was in there telling
us to “‘amscray.”

10:30 PM - Ryan, Amy, Scott,
and I make our way to the Old Gym.
Along the way, everyone but Scott
swears that they see some shad-
owy figures in the corners. Could
it have been Kitty? Otis the Scotus
Ghost? Or maybe just the early
stages of glaucoma? We may never
know. Once we get to the Old Gym,
Scott whips out some 80’ CDs and
we all do the Safety Dance. Since
we are all apparently losers, all of
us are capable of doing some skill-
ful Robot Dance moves.

Throughout the course of the
evening, we engage in Ultimate Vol-
leyball and some whiffle-ball
hockey. And of course, more Ro-
bot Dancing. I think the scariest
thing that night was seeing me
dance and attempt physical activ-
ity.
12:30 AM - On our way back to
the “Safety Room,” we notice that
the light is on in the third floor
landing. Of course, Scott
hyperventilates, but once again,
it’s just Mr. Mahoney scaring the
pahjeesus out of us. And when I
say “Scott,” I mean “Lauren.”

1:00 AM - While exploring in the
C-Wing, Amy, Ryan, and I look to-
ward the Band Room doors and just
about wet our pajamas. In the Band
Room door window there are glow-
ing eyes and a white face! Amy

KITTY CAVANAUGH/ROCK BOTTOM

Rock Bottom staff members cower in fright at the sight of the
sophmore class hallway decoration. The actual Scotus ghost was
too illusive to be caught on film, but this reanactment shows what
that encounter would have looked like.

started screeching “Eyes! Eyes!
Eyes!” and Ryan assumed the fetal
position and began clutching the
Bible for support. And when I say
“Ryan”, I mean “Lauren.”

2:30 AM - Everyone settles
down to a good few hours of sleep
in the “Safety Room” and I decide
to head on home because sleeping
on the floor just isn’t for me.

* * *

All in all, it was a fun evening at
good old Scotus, and despite some
shadowy figures, glowing eyes,
and occasional unexplained
noises, the school wasn’t all that
scary. For me, it’s scarier during the
daytime, especially when I have a
calculus test sixth period and didn’t
study for it. Even clutching the
Bible for support doesn’t help me
out with that scary subject.

New chess club to challenge minds of Scotus students

Eric Grubaugh
Editor

Competition drowns the hall-
ways at Scotus. On any given day
there will be students clad in foot-
ball, volleyball, Improv, basketball,
softball, cheerleading, swimming,
wrestling, baseball, and numerous
other team or club shirts. Recently,
one more competitive group has
been added to this sea of competi-

. tion, the chess

e S yeue? GG My friends and 1 just like
to play chess, so we just
figured it would be nice to
play with others around

chess club spon-
sor Tom Salyard
said, “I was ap-
proached by
four students
who are now se-
niors that said
they would like
to get some form
of (chess) club or
organization started.”
Seniors Nathan Fisher, Craig
Staroscik, Josh Giustra, Scott
Becker, and Jon Schueth started
the notion of a chess club and
brought their idea to Salyard.
“My friends and I just like to play
chess,” Schueth said, “so we just
figured it would be a good idea and
that it would be nice to play with
others around school.”

school.

-Jon Schueth J)

The initiative of these students
was all that Salyard seemed to need
to make the beginnings of a new
club.

“We had started a chess club at
St. Isidore’s last year,” Salyard said,
“and this just seemed to be a logi-
cal extension of that.”

If grade school students can
handle this, then surely Scotus can
handle a chess club as well. The
chess club is not just a place for

expert play-

ers. !

“Thé'Bbal
is to provide
a place for
people who
share an in-
terest to get
together
and explore
that inter-
ens w7
Salyard
said, “and also for individuals who
need it to gain instruction.”

The chess club is certainly open
to players of any experience level.

“I know how to play,” freshman
Joseph Hanus said, “but I’ve never
played in tournaments or
anything...I’m just in it for casual
play.”
° Tournaments are another possi-
bility for the chess club.

Elz
Matador

Mexican Restaurant

2453 3% Aliove
Columbus, NE

564-TACO

pizza

“best pizza in town”
1819 Howard Blvd.
Columbus, NE 68601

563-3661

1464 26th Avenue P.O. Box 606
Columbus, NE 68602-0606
(402) 564-2731
(800) 645-6705 (NE only)
FAX (402) 562-6018

www. unitedbank.com

| Bowl one game
| Get one FREE!

2457 33rd Avenue

LITTLE KING

Big Difference!
® 563-3811

Centrum Plaza

CROWN\ T/I/ EWELRY

Diamonds Watches Black Hills Gold

Westgate Center 564-8504

Big Apple

®

2320 23"St. Columbus

“Right now [tournaments are] an
open question that’s up to the in-
dividuals,” Salyard said. “Maybe
someday once the ball gets rolling
and we are organized it would be
fun to challenge other schools, and
for the students there is also the
possibility of competing in rated
tournaments, but these are not nec-
essarily a major emphasis of the
club.”

The ball may already be rolling
for the chess club, faster than most

- imagined. ; 4

aveit “Whet Tput! i the afinounce-
ment,” Salyard said, “I got names
somewhere in the mid-20s, so I was

surprised when almost 40 showed
up...I was pleased and stunned.”
The turn out was unexpected for
Schueth as well.
“I was expecting maybe 10 to 15
people,” Schueth said, “but not

Hanus also said he was expect-
ing around 15 people, but nowhere
near the amount that showed up.
The turnout was simply over-
whelming.

“It will be an interesting experi-
ence,” Salyard said. “I think the

rigreatest-challenge will be 1o stay
organized...At St. Isidore’s we had
about 15 kids and four adults. I may

need to see if there’s another adult
interested in helping out.”

Indeed being organized will be
challenging with 40 students and
one sponsor. About the only item
that has really been organized is
the fact that the club will meet ev-
ery Thursday morning at 7:45 in
Mr. Salyard’s room. But as the club
becomes more and more organized,
perhaps Scotus will have some new
types of trophies to add in its case.
At the very least, there could soon
be chess club shirts seen mingling
in ‘the hallways with all the other
team and club shirts.

7 G,
This Nebraska student
ts the pict
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What are dreams made of: a question worth sleeping on

Amy Ellingson
Staff Reporter

No matter how well someone as-
sumes they know themself there will
always be a part of them that they
know hardly anything about. Most
people are unable to fully under-
stand what contains their most in-
timate fears, personal thoughts,
and greatest wishes. This part of
every person is their unconscious,
which contains dreams.

Some people may remember ev-
ery detail of their dream, while oth-
ers have no idea they even dreamt
at all. Those who are fortunate
enough to remember their dreams
usually write them off as a common
occurrence with no relevance. Are
they ignoring valuable messages
that their unconscious is trying to
send them? Is trying to interpret
and understand one’s dreams a
wise decision or just a waste of
time? A few Scotus students have
their own theories about their
dreams and what they mean.

Senior Steve Micek rarely re-
members his dreams.

“The last dream I remember was
a couple of years ago,” Micek said.

“I was in a factory and pieces of
leather clothing were on a conveyer
belt going into a machine. The ma-
chine looked like it had a mechani-
cal face on it and it was eating the
leather clothes.”

To some, this dream could sound
like a strange clothing fetish, but
according to
Tom Corbett,
author of The
Dreamer s Dic-

“I have stupid dreams all

While some dreams, such as
Micek’s, may have highly symbolic
meanings others should be inter-
preted to mean exactly what they
are.

Freshman Katie Klimes is one of
Scotus’ many avid study hall
dreamers.

“Yester-
day in study
hall T was
having a

tionary, the time that probably dream that 1
Micek’s dream . was playing
could forecast mean nothing in a volley-
success after a 2 2 ball game
hard struggle Tyle' Weinand and my team
or a beneficial won,” she
change in life. said.

The fact that the clothing was
made of leather is considered to be
a sign of good luck as well. An
influential decision or important
event in Micek’s life could have
triggered this dream.

“I do remember that I was wor-
ried about a test the next day that I
had not studied for,” said Micek.
“I ended up getting a pretty good
grade.

I think dreams are a foreshadow-
ing of what might come.”

Considering the current situa-
tion, Klimes’ dream could be inter-
preted literally. After all, it is vol-
leyball season and she did have a
game that night.

In general, dreams that directly
relate to a situation of stress or im-
portance in one’s life can be inter-
preted as meaning exactly what are.
But what if a dream is not symbolic
and not literal?

Some scientists believe that a
dream can be the brain’s way of

cleansing itself of useless informa-
tion. Dreams can sometimes dis-
pose of thoughts that would oth-
erwise clutter the mind with unnec-
essary remembered experiences,
people, or places. Consequently,
what a person dreams about could
just be meaningless psychological
junk.

Senior Tyler Weinand’s dream
could be an example of this.

Recently, Weinand had a dream
in which Shaquille O’Neal desper-
ately needed him to play for his
team in a game against the Seattle
Supersonics.

As they rode to the game in a
police car they pulled over a bus
that was swerving all over the road.
The bus happened to belong to
AC/DC, so Tyler and Shagq let them
go with a warning. In return for
their light punishment, AC/DC flew
Tyler and Shaq to Jamaica to party
with spider monkeys.

By the time they arrived in the

United States, they were running
late for the game against Seattle.
They eventually got there, but in-
stead of playing a basketball game
it was prom and Tyler and Shaq
danced the night away.

The meaning of Weinand’s
dream, if there even was one, would
be very hard to find. The people,
places, and events were very spe-
cific. Having a dream about AC/
DC and Shagq is probably not sym-
bolic of anything.

“I don’t think it meant anything
at all,” said Weinand. “I have stu-
pid dreams all the time that prob-
ably mean nothing.”

Whether or not dreams are sym-
bolic messages, expressions of
concern, or absolutely nothing de-
pends on the attitude of the
dreamer. According to Craig
Hamilton-Parker, author of Remem-
bering & Understanding Your
Dreams, a person with an open
mind who faces their anxieties is
more likely to have meaningful and
symbolic dreams.

Consequently, a person who
holds no value in their dreams is
more likely to forget what they
dreamt as soon as they wake up.
Good dreams come from a good
attitude towards them. Aside from
an open mind, a good diet and
plenty of sleep can contribute to
remembering dreams. Based on
those tips...Sweet dreams.

Cheerleaders lead life filled with pep, ponytails and posters

Pam Johnson
Staff Reporter

The cheerleaders. Ahhh ves,
those sweet peppy girls who wear
matching skirts. Well, they are a
lot more than that.

The cheerleaders have been do-
ing all they can to rebuild the pro-
gram here at Scotus. They put in
long hours every week to make sure
that locker decorations are up in
time, posters are neatly placed on
all the walls, and pep rallies are
planned out, which could take
days.

When the current cheerleaders
first started out in 2000, they were
a squad of nine girls, all of whom
were either freshman or sopho-

mores. Since then, they have
progressed into a squad of
twelve girls who are a combina-
tion of freshman through se-
niors.

Senior Rachel Raimondo re-
called the first time she stepped
in front of a crowd her sopho-
more year.

“I was incredibly nervous,” she
said. “We knew our cheers, but that
was it. We didn’t know a format or
how many to do, and there were so
many people watching us. It was
definitely a learning experience.”

Every summer, the cheerleaders
attend a cheering camp. This past
summer they went to a camp at

_Creighton, where they cheered for

four straight days, nine hours a day.

€€ [The first time] I was incred-

ibly nervous. We knew our
cheers, but that’s it.
-Rachel Raimondo

J)

On top of this strenuous camp, they
also practiced three times a week
during the summer preparing for
this year’s cheering season.
“Every week on average we com-
mit about five to six hours of our
time getting ready, depending on
the season,” senior Angela
Vavricek said.
This year the cheer squad has
adopted quite a few girls into its
membership. There are currently

three seniors, four juniors, four
sophomores, and one fresh-
man.

“The new cheerleaders have
contributed an enormous
amount of time, energy, creativ-
ity and laughs in the squad,”
Vavricek said.

Not only in this past year has
the squad improved through these
new cheerleaders; over the years
they have been working hard to do
the best they can to redeem the
reputation of the past cheerlead-
ers that had been handed down to
them when they first started out.
In fact, a few years ago cheerleading
at Scotus was nearly dropped due
to lack of interest.

“When we [the senior cheer-

leaders] joined as sophomores,”
Raimondo said, “there wasn’t go-
ing to be a cheerleading squad any-
more. The people that joined that
year had a difficult time gaining the
respect of the student body and
faculty because we were all under-
classmen. Over the last couple
years we have improved tremen-
dously as cheerleaders; we have
helped organize and improve the
program as well as school spirit.”
Several of the cheerleaders said
that they cannot handle all the
spirit themselves, and urged the
student body and faculty to get in-
volved as well. What’s the best
way to do that?
“Stand up and cheer!” said
Vavricek.

Gimme a head with long, beautiful hair...but don't let the coach see-me

Lauren Maul
Editor

While women can adorn their
hair with barrettes, headbands, and
ponytails, men are not willing to
sport such styles and risk the ridi-
cule. Therefore, to have unique hair
as a male, they must have a stylish
cut to stand out from the crowd.

At Scotus, there are guidelines
as to how the boys must wear their
mop. Unfortunately for the ladies
out there who enjoy long hair on
men, Scotus is not the place to find
them. Male hair must be kept (for
the most part) short and trim. Al-
though “short and trim” may seem
restricting, social studies teacher
Jim Puetz remembers seeing many
variations from the cut.

“I graduated from college in
1962,” Puetz said, “and back then
there were two hairstyles: the flat-
top and the ivy-league. What [hair-
cut] I have right now is pretty much
the ivy-league, but only if I had
more hair”’

An “ivy league” haircut is sim-
ply short and neat all around.

As for the different styles here
at Scotus, Puetz said that haircuts
have differed through the ages. In
the seventies, boy’s hair was much
longer, because, as Puetz said, they
were copying the “acid rock
people.”

In the eighties, Puetz said he saw
alot of the “curly mop in the back™
and relatively short on the sides.
(Just like A.C. Slater wore it on
Saved by the Bell.)

Finally, in the early nineties, most
Scotus boys opted for the low-
maintenance hair that the closely-
shaven look offered.

Today at Scotus many of the
boys’ hairstyles are shaggy in the
front and sides and as long as it is
allowed to be in the back.

Despite the mandatory hair regu-
lations at Scotus, many boys push
the hair length barrier. One such
fellow is Jon Augustine. His fight
to keep his long hair despite the
rule was to no avail. On September
4, 2002, Augustine lost approxi-
mately 3-4 inches of his hair in foot-
ball coach Steve Cozad’s back lawn
during a senior football player meal.

“When they cut it off,” August-
ine said, “it felt like a part of me
was gone. It became a part of
Coach Cozad’s lawn and no longer
apart of me.”

Augustine may have lost the
majority of his hair, but he still cares
about the hair he has left.

“I think my relationship with my
hair is very healthy and caring,” Au-
gustine said. “My hair likes me; I
like my hair. I groom it well and it
keeps the sun out of my eyes.”

Most of the boys who are push-

ing the hair length
envelope also
have sideburns,
but some people
still model the
“anti-sideburn.”
The anti-sideburn
look consists of
hair shaved high
above the
sideburn line.

Social studies
teacher Pat
Brockhaus is one
of the more recognizable
wearers of this haircut.

“Why should I grow
something I can’t grow?”
Brockhaus said when re-
sponding to the anti-
sideburn  comment.
Brockhaus has had this
hairstyle for about ten to
fifteen years.

Before his current
look, Brockhaus said is
hair in Jr. High was a cross
between the afro-like hair-
styles of students Aris
Micek and Jay Weinand.
Brockhaus said his hair was more
wavy than afro-y, however.
Brockhaus also had it parted on the
side, for a touch of class.

Brockhaus said he is very happy
with his hair and is not jealous of
anyone else’s hair.

: PHOTOS COURTESY BRENDA COZAD

“I’m an older guy,” Brockhaus
said. “What am I going to be jeal-
ous of? That’s pretty shallow.”

So whether boys at Scotus
shave their heads, grow it long, or
even adorn it with hair accessories,
just remember that in college ev-

Assistant football coach Sean Wickham performs hair surgery on senior
Jon Augustine. Augustine canceled a scheduled haircut to get the job done
for free at a gathering of senior football players in September.

eryone can do whatever they want
to their hair and not get a slap on
the wrist from the Scotus adminis-
tration.
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Dr. Lecter comes back to thrill

Amy Ellingson
Staff Reporter

Be sure you’ve bought a large
soda and popcorn. Definitely make
sure to make a last minute run to
the restroom too. The newest ad-
dition to the Hannibal Lecter tale,
Red Dragon, will keep you on the
edge of your seat for two and a half
hours.

At first, the plot could confuse
some. The key point in understand-
ing the movie is this: Red Dragon
takes place five years before Si-
lence of the Lambs. 1t is a flash-
back into the Hannibal Lecter saga.
Once that concept is mastered, the
movie is much easier to under-
stand.

Will Graham, played by Edward
Norton, is a young, intellectual, and
insightful FBI agent who is seek-
ing the advice of Doctor Lecter
about a series of recent killings.
Apparently Graham finds out too
much information for his own good.
A grizzly struggle occurs in Lecter’s
apartment, but Graham is lucky
enough to stab him with a hunting
arrow before Lecter can kill him and
serve him for breakfast with a side
of bacon (or maybe hash browns).
The movie could have ended there.
Lecter is locked away in a maxi-
mum-security prison to serve nine
consecutive life sentences and Gra-

Dragon, the third movie in the Hannibal Lecter series.

ham resigns his position in the FBI
to spend more time with his family.
Happily ever after? Think again.
One year after his near death expe-
rience with Lecter, Graham is asked
to return to his position to solve a
new case. Two families from two
different states with no apparent
links to each other were brutally
massacred in the same fashion. All
the mirrors in their homes were
shattered and the large pieces used
to kill each member of the family.
The smaller shards of mir-

izes that he needs the help of one
person to profile this killer. That
one person is, of course, the bril-
liant and insane psychologist,
Hannibal Lecter. What Graham
doesn’t know is that Lecter has
been communicating with the killer,
a.k.a. the “Tooth Fairy,” played by
Ralph Fiennes. While cleaning
Lecter’s cell one day, a janitor comes
across a note from the Tooth Fairy
hidden in a roll of toilet paper. You
could say that the Tooth Fairy is a

UNIVERSAL PICTU
Edward Norton and Anthony Hopkins team up to find a serial killer in Red

fan of Lecter’s work. He
mentions that he is in-
terested in Graham and
his family. The FBI is
immediately called to
investigate. From clues
left in the note, they dis-
cover that Lecter and
the Tooth Fairy com-
municate in the per-
sonal ads of a local
newspaper through
code names and num-
bers from various Bible
passages. Through some impres-
sive code cracking, it is determined
that Lecter has gained Graham’s
home address and sent it to the
Tooth Fairy in an apparent act of
revenge. Graham'’s family is taken
from their home before any harm
could come to them. That is, be-
fore any harm could come to them
that night. As Graham continues
his duel with the Tooth Fairy,
Hannibal alternates between being
a friend and an enemy.

The plot of Red

PHOTO

ror were inserted into the
victim’s eyes. If you are
under the assumption that
the director decided not to
show every gory detail of
the murder scenes, you’re
wrong. After studying ev-
ery possible aspect of the
crime scenes, Graham real-

Red Dragon

Stars: Anthony Hopkins, Edward Norton,

Ralph Fiennes

Amy’s Rock Bottom Rating:

BB DD DBDREOD

Dragon shares many
similarities to Silence of
the Lambs. You know, a
young FBI agent turns to
Lecter for help in captur-
ing an elusive serial killer.
Lecter agrees to help, but
gives his clues through
a series of poems and de-

in Red Dragon

scriptive phrases much to the frus-
tration of the agent. Lecter is sar-
castic and creepy, as usual, but this
time he is also a bit careless. As
unusual as it may seem, the near
perfect Lecter made two mistakes
in Red Dragon that are much to the
FBI’s benefit. I guess all movies
must have their loopholes.

Another attention worthy char-
acter is the Tooth Fairy. If you
thought that Buffalo Bill in Silence
of the Lambs was bad with his coat-
of-skin fantasy, be prepared. He’s
nothing compared to the Tooth
Fairy. As if murdering entire fami-
lies wasn’t bad enough, he is con-
vinced that he has morphed into a
dragon and isn’t a human anymore.
He forgot to write in his personals
ad that his pastimes include tattoo-
ing himself, talking to his dead abu-
sive grandmother and eating cher-
ished works of art. Interested any-
one?

Guys, if you want to take your
date to a movie that will get her so
scared that she’ll need a big hunky
guy like you to hold her...this
would be the one. Red Dragon
shells out its fair share of suspense
and thrills, not to mention enough
blood to fill an Olympic-size swim-
ming pool. Even though it doesn’t
match up to the original Silence of
the Lambs, it’s not the least bit dis-
appointing.

Across:

1. Lurking in the

7. A type of fear

9. Ghost of the opera
10. What you do with
candy

11. Pumpkin pie spice
13. Noise leaves make
14. Graves

15. How bats move

16. Calmness

18. Sockets in skull
22, Aghost.or fiend
23. Cost of trick-or-
treating

24. Black magic doer
25. Color of the season
26. Kids dress as super

27. An evil sorcerer
31. Not scared

35. A container for
potion brewing

38. A vision of a ghost
40. Small demons
42. Cruelest

44. Blood-sucking
monster

45. A cave dwelling
monster

Down:

1. A synonym for a ghost
2. The season of
Halloween

, _this is born,

“A Less Frightening Puzzle”

3. Monsters starring in
Shrek

4. A soul

5. Almost a princess

6. Taken

7. Together within

8. A bad person

12. Spooky

15. A canine tooth

16. To scare for a short
period

17. When the moon is full,

Uncomfortable

An arachnid
Seasonal atmosphere
Poisonous snake
Dwellings of a spirit
Nocturnal bird

29. Halloween present
30. The Rock Bottom
wishes you a happy ____
32. Collected in heaps
33. Poe’s visitor was ___ on
his chamber door

34. Move slowly without
effort

35. Color of blood

36. To harvest

37. Father of jack-o-
lantern

39. The time of day for
ghosts

41. To kill

43. A weak cry

18.
19.
20.
21
26.
28.
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Is the Red dead?

The Big Red. The kings of the
Big 12 North division. Yes, it is the
Towa State Cyclones

I am not used to admitting the
Huskers aren’t going to win, but I
am finaly convinced our many
streaks will come to an end. When
the Huskers have been beating
Iowa State convincingly for the
past year, and then they themselves
get slaughtered, it’s more than just
Towa State being that good. Some-
thing is terribly wrong down in
Huskerland, and I have some clues
to what it is.

Many possibilities come to
mind. Like the defense, if that is
what you would call it. Husker de-
fenses have been at the top for as
long as I can remember. I knew
someday we would have to lose,
but never lose by the margins we
have. I cannot imagine what is
going to happen when we reach
the tough part of the schedule.

Next victim is the coaching.
From Devaney to Osborne, the
state of Nebraska is not used to
losing. Coach Solich has managed
to take a top five program and run
it into the ground. Coach Osborne
did not win championships right
away, and I should not expect
Solich to do what the legend
couldn’tdo. I am used to the Husk-
ers being a contender, and not be-
ing one has got me bored with

" Husker football. Eventually the
Huskers should be back on top, but
alot of changes will have to come.

I think the biggest reason for the
Husker fall is simply a lack of tal-
ent. Our recruiting classes have
been very poor to say the least in
the past couple years. The speed
of recruits is not what it was back
in the glory days.

‘When Former Husker Jay Sims
came to Scotus on a business trip
for the teachers, he decided to eat
with me and my class when it came
time for lunch. He had plenty to
say about the embarrassing losses.
He would tell me stories about how
mean the defensive line players
were when he was playing. He said
he would never go around the Pe-
ters brothers because they scared
everyone that looked at them. Ijust
laughed at the stories, but realized
the Huskers need some more mean
dudes back on the Blackshirts. The
defense of the past couple of years
Jjust is not getting the job done. He
also told me of the past running
backs of Nebraska. He said any
one of the backs could go the dis-
tance and were the top backs in the
country. One time he told Coach
Osborne all he needed was six
inches of open grass and he would
be gone. The next play he went
eighty yards against the Michigan
State Spartan’s defense.

Coaching isn’t the same, recruit-
ing isn’t the same, offensive rush-
ing totals are nowhere near where
they used to be, and the defense is
for sure not the same Blackshirts.
The season will not be the same
for the Husker faithful. With many
winning streaks gone already, l am
predicting the streak of nine win
seasons to be wiped out as well.
The Husker tradition couldn’t last
forever, but it would have been nice
ifit had.

There is no doubt the stadium
will still be full on Saturdays, and I
will keep tracking the Huskers
wherever they play. I’ll keep on
criticizing them because it’s the Big
Red. Until they get back into cham-
pionship form and prove me wrong,
Tjust have to finally tell myself, THE
HUSKERS ARE A BAD FOOT-
BALL TEAM.

ulevard Lanes

“Proud Supporter of
Scotus Shamrocks”

1819 Howard Boulevard
(402) 564-8022

Boys CC running to new he1ghts

Ryan Jablonski
Staff Reporter

When thinking of a powerhouse in Scotus cross
country, people will naturally think of the girls’ team
and its back-to-back state championships. While
the girls are continuing the tradition of success by
chasing a third straight state title, the boys team is
making some noise of its own.

The revitalized boys cross country team, which
has seen little in the way of team success in the past
several years, has run its way to being ranked eighth
in the state this season. After winning its first meet
in over a decade at the Aquinas invite, the team
followed up by winning its first Centennial Confer-
ence championship since 1986. In this victory Scotus
defeated two higher-ranking teams and may move
up in rank.

Senior Jake Otte is one member of the cross coun-
try team who has stuck with it after three years of
little team success. Otte said that finally winning
after all the years gives him a great sense of accom-
plishment.

“I have always worked hard, and so has every-
one else on the team,” he said. “This year we have
just showed that all our hard work has paid off.”

Head coach Dan Mahoney said running as team
is just one of several reasons for the cross country
team’s current success.

“The boys are running in packs, and two new
runners in Kyle Fritz and Derek Stankoski added to
already talented team,” Mahoney said.

As an underclassman, junior Kyle Torczon said
he believes that it is the senior leaders that have
helped in the team perform well this season.

“Jake and Cody (Fry) have really been role mod-
els in working hard and getting the job done,”
Torczon said. “Even though Craig (Staroscik) isn’t
on the varsity team, he works hard all the time and
sets an example for all of us runners to do our best.”

The upperclassmen are receiving some help from
talented freshman Derek Stankoski. In last week’s
conference meet at Council Bluff St. Albert,
Stankoski lead all Scotus runners with a fifth-place

The Fisher special:

CRAIG STAROSCIK/ROCK BOTTOM
Freshman Derek Stankoski, senior Kyle Fritz, and junior Kyle Torczon race togetherin
arecent cross country meet. All three runners placed in the top ten at the conference
meet, leading Scotus to the team championship.

right behind Stankoski, finishing seventh. Fritz
came in eighth, and Otte placed 16th. Fry rounded
out the scoring at 27th. Scotus took the team title
36 to 51 over runner-up Mt. Michael.

The girls’ team also took home conference
championship honors, with sophomore Kayla
Engel winning the individual gold medal. Fresh-
man Megan Zuerlein and sophomores Karla
Jarecke and Katie Swanson teamed up with Engel
to take four of the top five places in the meet.

finish.

“I’m not surprised that Derek finished
first out of our guys; he is a talented run-
ner,” Mahoney said. “It is not often that a
freshman beats an upperclassmen, espe-
cially in boys cross-country, but no one
member (of the team) is dominating. Dif-
ferent runners have finished first in a lot
of the meets.”

Torczon finished the conference meet

pressure points, booming punts

Ryan Jablonski
Staff Reporter

It’s a scene repeated all around the
state on Friday nights.

There are three seconds to go in
the fourth quarter. The home team is
down by two and has just taken their
last timeout. Whose name is the coach
going to call? Someone who doesn’t
usually crumble in a pressure situa-
tion: the kicker. The snap is good;
the kicker sends it spinning through
the air, time is gone but it still stands
still, and then utopia. The home team
wins by one in the last seconds.

The Scotus Shamrocks have a lot
of confidence when the above situa-
tions happens, because the man
called upon is Nathan Fisher, a se-
nior co-captain of the Scotus foot-
ball team.

Fisher will tell you that a kicker’s
life isn’t as easy as running onto the
field for kickoffs, punts, and field
goals. Butterflies are a part of the job.

Head football coach Steve Cozad

got his first glimpse of Fisher this
summer and liked what he saw.

“Nathan has a great skill, a skill that
many teams don’t have,” Cozad said.
“Potentially we have the ability to win
games in the final seconds. He is also
a weapon as a punter being able to
kick the ball deep.”

However, Fisher’s football career
got off to a late start, having never
played football until his freshman
year.

“Before that my mom didn’t want
me to play,” Fisher said, “butI really
wanted to play so I joined the team
my freshman year.”

Coach Vern Younger was Fisher’s
football coach that freshman year, and
he recalled how Fisher got his start in
kicking.

“Nate had never played football
before, and that was obvious to me,”
Younger said. “I asked if anyone
knew how to punt and Nate volun-
teered. He just punted great! I got a
chance to pull him over and ask him
how he learned to punt like that, and

he told me that he read it out of a
book. I then asked him if he could
please read a book about being a
guard.”

Due to his kicking talent, Fisher no
longer has to worry about playing
guard, thus cutting down on his read-
ing load.

When the media talks about
Scotus’ football team, Fisher’s name
is often brought up; but Fisher is
unaffected by the attention.

“It’s nice that they bring me up in
conversation,” Fisher said, “but I’'m
not the only person on the team. If
the offense doesn’t get me close
enough to kick field goals, or if the
defense doesn’t give me enough time
to get a punt off, they probably
wouldn’t be talking about me much.”

Fisher has attended many camps
for kicking over the summer.

“It’s mostly practice,” Fisher said,
“but the good things are that I get to
meet kickers fromall over and learn
their secrets, and it’s motivation to
compete against kickers like me.”

R JABLONSI’(I/ROCK BOTTOM
Nathan Fisher attempts a
PAT against Wahoo.

Fisher said he hopes to
carry his kicking career be-
yond high school, and has
several colleges show an in-
terest in his services.

For any young aspiring
kickers who wish to follow in
Fisher’s footsteps, they just
need to visit their local library.
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Students exercising their right to choose

Newly eligible voters faced with decision to cast or not cast their ballots

Craig Staroscik
Editor-In-Chief

The votes are in. Earlier
this month candidates
around the county celebrated
their elections or moved on
after their defeats. The deci-
sions made in the voting
booths around the country
were not the only important
ones made November 5.
Once again, the low turnout
of voters showed
American’s decisions on the
importance of voting.

Among those eligible vot-
ers were members of Scotus’
senior class. For most, this
was their first chance to vote
in a major election. Suddenly
members of the voting pro-
cess, the students who re-
cently turned eighteen had
one important choice to

make before the election ever
came up: whether or not to
vote.

Student’s opinions went
both ways on the issue. Se-
nior Nick Hall was one of the
students who felt a
strong inclination to the
importance of voting.

“I want to make a dif-
ference,” Hall said, “and
as insignificant as it may
seem, it [voting] is impor-
tant. Instead of com-
plaining about who gets
elected, I want to be able to
say who I voted for and
have my reasons for it.”

Some students ques-
tioned how much of a differ-
ence their vote really made.
Most students whom were
interviewed stated that they
did not think most candi-
dates focused on the needs

of students because of their
low percent of influence.
Even if students voted, some
wondered if their opinions -
meant enough to change the
outcome.

“You should still go out and
vote for the issues that are
important to you.

-Pat Brockhaus

“I don’t think that the can-
didates really see kids vot-
ing, so I don’t think they try
to get elected by kids,” Se-
nior Tony Bayer said. “If I'm
not a big priority for them,
then voting isn’t a big prior-
ity to me. I think that your
vote can matter, but in the
big picture no one vote can

?

decide anything.”

Junior City Council Sec-
retary and Scotus Senior
Emily Cleary disagrees.

“I think that every vote is
important,” Cleary said. “At
one point, the race for
State Senator was only
five votes apart accord-
ing to a radio poll, so if
just a few more people
would go out and vote
it could have been
turned around.”

Scotus civics
teacher Pat Brockhaus said
that voting requires an inner
motivation and that even
though most officials do not
focus their campaigns on the
younger age group, that stu-
dents need to express their
opinions in order to change
the government. Some stu-
dents noted that, even if they

RUNNING FOR GOLD

Scott Becker
Rock Bottom Corespondent

The frozen legs of runners
sprinted past as the fans from the
sidelines cheer them on. It was state
cross country, and Scotus was in
the middle of the action.

This year the girls were victori-
ous at state for the third year in a
row. Sophomore Kayla Engel and
freshman Megan Zuerlein took the
top two spots in Class C. The boys
were also successful this year, plac-
ing seventh at the state meet. Jun-
ior Kyle Torczon finished the race
in sixth place, the highest a male
runner has ever placed at the state
meet in Scotus history.

The girls’ team lost five of the six
runners from last year’s state cham-
pionship squad, but that didn’t stop
the girls from thinking that another
title was within their reach this year.

“I thought that our team would
win it,” Engel said. “We kept get-
ting better and better and we all had
confidence in each other.”

The runners weren’t the only
ones who had confidence. The fans
had high hopes in the runners’ abili-
ties and braved the chilling weather
to root for the Shamrocks.

“We had a lot more people show
up than we usual do,” Zuerlein said.
“We could always use more
though.”

The girls’ finished eleven points
ahead of their nearcst competitor,
Gothenburg. The team was both
surprised and excited when they
heard the results.

“The girls knew that they would

be near the top coach Dan
Mahoney said. “Gothenburg was
the team to beat, and with the
weather conditions, who knew who
would win?”

Both teams and fans had to put
up with the extremely cold weather.
The team only had a few practices
with such extreme conditions, and
it was a major concern on the part
of the runners.

“It was really, really cold,”
sophomore Karla Jarecke said. “We
tried to warm up the best we could.”

Most of the boys team was sur-
prised when it finished first at the
conference meet, but when they fin-
ished second at districts and quali-
fied for state, they were ecstatic.
However, many of the runners
thought they could have placed
even higher than their seventh place
finish at state.

“I thought it was the best we
could have done for boys cross
country,” Torczon said. “I was a little
surprised we didn’t do better at
state, but not a lot of people were
ready for the conditions out there.”

The boys were both relieved to
be finished and proud of their ac-
complishment. Some of the runners
had different ideas about their
placement at sfate.

“I was surprised,” said Torczon
of his sixth place finish. “I hoped to
be in the twenties and didn’t expect
to do that well at all.”

Senior Jake Otte, who finished
47th, was still satisfied with his
place.

“I predicted that I was going to
place about what 1 did,” he said.

“We were
hoping to do
better, but in
a way, we did

good any-
way.”
After run-

ning in the
cold, nothing
could be bet-
ter than
crossing the
long awaited
finish line.
“I was re-
lieved this
was my last
time this year,
and I gave it
my all,” said
Zuerlein.
The 2002
Cross coun-
try season is
finished, but

the youth of both teams leaves the fu-
ture of Scotus cross country looking
bright. The girls team returns all six var-
sity runners for next year, and the boys
return their top two finishers from the
state meet, Torczon and freshmen Derek
Stankoski, who ran 32 in this year’s

meet.

“I think our team will do really good
next year,” said Engel. “We have a good
chance at winning it next year.”

Torczon said the success of the boys
team should also continue.

“We have a lot of graduating seniors,
but our juniors and underclassmen
should pick it up,” said Torczon. “Hope-
fully we will do about the same next

year.”

PHOTOS COURTESY SHERI ZUERLEIN
Coach Dan Mahoney, freshmen Megan Zuerlein and Melissa Steiner, sophomores Karla Jarecke and Katie

~ Swanson, junior Kelsey Kunnemann, and sophomore Kayla Engel accept the state championship trophy at
the awards ceremony in Kearney. Engel was the only member who ran on last year’s state champion squad.

Girls first, boys 7th at state cross country

Swanson

Katie
braves the snow and
mud at the state
meet. Swanson fin-
ished 19th.

did vote, it would not really
matter because they had no
opinions. Senior Mike
Tworek said he did not take
the time to vote because he
did not know much about
those running for election,
and that his vote did not
mean anything. Brockhaus
commented that he thought
voting should be done no
matter what the information
level.

“There are lots of coun-
tries out there who every day
die for this kind of opportu-
nity,” Brockhaus said. “Even
if students don’t know all the
offices, it doesn’t matter be-
cause most adults don’t ei-
ther. You still should go to
vote for the issues that are
important to you.”

As some students noted,
more and more issues of

those issues become impor-
tant to you. Senior Gina
Starzec did not vote in this
election, because she said it
was not worth the time. Like
several others, she said her
undemocratic attitude would
probably change as she got
older.

“I’m not sure when I’'ll
start to vote,” Starzec said.
“IfI do, it will be later in life
when more of the issues re-
late to me.”

Voting is a right, a privi-
lege, and to some, a nui-
sance. Students are re-
minded of their civic respon-
sibilities, but the choice to
exercise them is theirs alone.

“To people who can’t
vote yet, make sure you do,”
Hall said. ““Your vote matters.
It might be a hassle, but it is
also a duty.”

Scotus seniors
called to be EME s

Craig Staroscik
Editor-in-Chief

Scotus is a school
where education and re-
ligion come together in a
visible and important
bond. One way that
Scotus allows students
to participate in their
faith is through the man-
dating of Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucha-
rist (EME’s). Becoming
an EME involves an in-
_ner desire and a deep
“faith on the part of the
students involved.

“I have just grown in my
faith a lot in the past couple
of years,” senior Tara
Zabawa, one of the newly
mandated EME’s, said. “It
seemed like the right thing
to do. We are brought up in
the Catholic Church and
need to promote what we
believe in.”

Such a crucial duty re-
quires much responsibility
on the part of the individual
student. In fact, before the
Second Vatican Council, ad-
ministering the Eucharist
was a job reserved only for
church authorities, accord-
ing to Father Bill Bond. A fter
the council, it was decided
that all persons who were
baptized, being members of
the Body of Christ, would
display the dignity of their
baptism through administer-
ing the Eucharist.

“The newly mandated
EME’s at Scotus reflect the
dignity that we all share
through our faith in baptism
that Christ bears,” Bond said.
“They are meant to remind
us of the words of St. Teresa
Avila, ‘Christ has no body
on Earth but yours.””

As a means of preparation,
the students spent an after-
noon in Norfolk learning
what it means to be an EME
and how to perform the
physical actions of distrib-
uting communion. They
were finally mandated at a
special mass in Norfolk on
October 29. Archbishop
Elden Curtiss, who presided
over the ceremony, told the
EME?’s of the important re-
sponsibility that is placed on
them during his homily. The
students said that this re-
sponsibility is already
present in their lives.

MATT KRINGS/ROCK BOTTOM

Senior Josh Melliger distrib-
utes communion as a recent
mass. Melliger is one of 18
student EME’s at Scotus

“I’m a role model,” senior
Justin Feldhaus said, “so I
can’t screw up. I want people
to be able to look up to me. I
feel privileged, and I’'m ex-
cited because it is a pretty
tough spot to be in with all
of the responsibility.”

The responsibilities of the
group not only include shar-
ing their Christian character,
but also their responsibilities
during the mass. Handling
the Body or Blood of Christ
is no small task, and with the
entire student body watch-
ing, the desire to be perfect
is hard to ignore. Senior
Amanda Ott administered
the Eucharist for the first time
with many of the new EME’s
during the All Saint’s Day
mass. She noted that the cer-
emony did not go along flaw-
lessly, but that it was not bad
for the first time. Along with
the worries and minor mis-
takes, there are also benefits.

“It was neat to see all the
kids come up,” senior Josh
Melliger, another EME, said.
“I remembered when I was
young and went up to them
for communion. I hope to be
a good example for them, es-
pecially.”

Standing at the altar dur-
ing the Eucharist, the stu-
dents are a representation of
their faith and the Church.
Many of the new EME’s said
they hope to use this unique
opportunity to deepen their
own beliefs and help others.

“I hope that by showing
others in my actions that I
would have the opportunity
to strengthen their faith,” Ott
said. “I want to show that it
is a positive thing to be in-
volved with mass. I want to
be able to use what I’ve
learned to be strong and help
others be strong.”

Volleyball team set to
travel to Lincoln again
for state tournament
Page 6

Scotus Alumn getting
shot at the pros
Page 3
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The Rock Bottom gets real on the Real World

You’re Still
Not Helping

This is the true story of seven
strange people picked to work on a
newspaper, work together, and
have their articles printed. Find out
what happens when people stop
being polite, and start getting real.
The Real World: Rock Bottom.

I am addicted to the Real World.
I was there when Stephan hit Irene,
when Pedro educated others about
AIDS, and when Melissa obsessed

over Jaime. I’m very disappointed
:{})out the recent Reql World in Las

egas. They usually have at least
one homosexual, one virgin, and
one person who is a little loose with
their morals. This s¢ason, there are
no homosexuals, and certainly no
virgins. Everyone in this cast is
“loose.” The girls are all tan and
anorexic and the guys are all mus-
cular players (except poor Frank.)
But then again, it doesn’t matter if
the guys are players or not when
you have Trishelle in the house.
I’'m just upset because I miss the
classic Real World. Even though
this Las Vegas season is rather in-
teresting, it upsets me to see varia-
tions of the same kind of people in
the cast.

This got me thinking about my
newspaper class. There are seven
students and we all have to work
closely together. Sometimes, a little
too closely. The other day, I got
incredibly mad at Ryan. I’m not
going to say why, but I did yell at

the little, um, boy. Hence, I would
probably be the crazy emotional girl
with anger problems, like Melissa
in the New Orleans season. And
Ryan would be the cast member ev-
eryone gets mad at, just like
Stephan from the Seattle cast. If
this staff was anything like the real

I would probably
be the crazy emo-
tional girl with
anger problems.

Real World, Ryan would already
have been kicked off. Or beat up
by me.

Craig would be Matt from New
Orleans because he is very reli-
gious and the regulator of the
group. Amy would be Cara from
Chicago because she is smart and
in control. Pam would be Sarah
from Miami because she’s very

laid-back and relaxed. Eric would
be Frank from Las Vegas because
he always gets the shaft, even
though he doesn’t deserve it. Matt
would be Kyle from Chicago,
mainly because of his issues with
women.

If someone were to place a cam-
era in our creative writing class-
room, they would be entertained for
hours. We always get into so many
fights, and we laugh when we’re
not screaming at each other. There
is always drama going on. Either
Eric’s articles aren’t done, or Craig
gets in trouble with the Archbishop,
or I am screeching at someone. If
the Rock Bottom staff were ever
chosen to be on the real Real World,
it would be a toss up as to what
would happen when the cameras
rolled. Either no one would ever be
home because we were so sick of
each other or we would have battles
every day and night. The battle part
is probably the most accurate.

Nevertheless, I have learned a lot

as part of the Rock Bottom staff. 1
have learned that I need to control
my anger. I have also learned that
many people don’t really know who
I am. I often portray myself as a
lazy person who dislikes exercise,
but that’s not totally accurate. I may
not have enjoyed P.E., but when it
comes to important work I do my
best and get things done. If I am
asked to do manual labor for the
good of humanity, or just move
some boxes for my grandma, I do
those tasks willingly and exactly.
Just because something makes for
good reading doesn’t mean it’s
whom I really am. It hurts when
people think I am a lazy person and
a poor worker. But it also is sad for
those people who think that, for
they are missing out on knowing
me as a complete person.

Anyway, tune into the Real
World on Tuesday nights. You may
see your Rock Bottom staff getting
into another fight or me doing
physical labor.

Holiday “Cheer” is often met with many holiday struggles

Coloring Out of
the Lines

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all
the way, oh what fun it is to Trick
or treat, smell my feet, give me
something good to eat...we’ve all
heard the familiar songs from the
even more familiar holidays. The
tunes are drilled into our heads as
children. We then more-than-will-
ingly memorize and sing them to
anyone within earshot when their
respective holidays come around.

It was cute ther Now:welt;—etse

now you’d just be looked at like
you just broke loose from a mental
institution if you ran up to houses
telling people you’re going to pull
down their undergarments if they
don’t start dishing out the sweets.
Heck, people only open the door
for high school trick-or-treaters
because they’re afraid they’ll be

scraping yolk off their front door
and picking Charmin off their roof
the next day. Wal-Mart sells toilet
paper; people don’t need to look
on their house for a new roll. And
eggs? I believe Super Saver may
have some...and if they’re out, Hy-
Vee is right across the street. The
eggs splattered all over their house
are of no use to them, or anyone
else. So how throwing a load of
eggs at a house is enjoyable is be-
yond me. Congratulations, you
managed to hit a house with an egg!
How’d you manage that? That had
to be tough. The sheer amount of
physical strain and concentration
that must have taken...wow, I’'m
truly amazed. Must’ve been some
challenge. Here, here’s another one
for you: you take this surfboard,
and I’l1 roll you this beach ball. See
if you can hit that, too.

Now, if you made this egg-
throwing more of a sport, it could
be great...such as egg tag. Every-
body gets a dozen eggs, don’t get
hit, do your best to hit everyone
. If you run out of eggs. - .duck:—
Think getting pelted by an egg
might hurt? Eh, maybe, but what
about the other games we play?
You ever been shot with a
paintball? Or taken a direct hit in
the eye with a water balloon? Yeah,
get that Snuggles bear to promote
how Downy soft both of those feel.
And last time I checked, people are

still having paintball wars and
chucking water balloons.
Speaking of the airborne aqua
assailants...what is it smashing
them on parked cars? Where’s the
genius who came up with that one?
Did an angel of the Lord descend
upon him, fill him with the Spirit,
and command him to fill a flimsy
rubber flask with dihydrogen mon-
oxide and wash away the evil de-
mon condemning the poor afflicted

day, however, we give thanks by
gorging ourselves until we need
pants with two more inches in the
waste. Then the guys collapse on
the couch watching John Madden
drool over a six-legged turkey. If
anything else goes on that day, I

always miss it because that six-
legged turkey is simply
astounding.. .either that or the six
legs of turkey I just ate compelled
me to crumple into the recliner and

automobile to the sleep, and
fiery pits of Hell? then that’s
Ym thinking no. I you made this ey
e “genius” jus v main for the
can’thitamoving €gg-throwing more rest of the
ehehanks it OF @ sport, it could SRRk
was their turn to  be great... such as following
throw when a morning.
Mack truck came egg tag. But if
driving by at you're

twenty mph, and even that was
pushing it.

Of course, there are many other
things to be thankful for; therefore,
we have Thanksgwmg, a fantastic
~holidayin and-ofitself:-

Massive vacation time because it’

always on Thursday. Number two:’

All the eatin’s you could ask for
from the best cook in the land,
Grandma. It is kind of strange
though. Normally, to show appre-
ciation for someone or something,
we give away something or pay for
something in their honor. This holi-

looking for lazy holidays, Christ-
mas is definitely not the one to look
at...or at least it wasn’t a few years
back. It used to be you could pro-
duce a novel using only my Christ-

Number one: ***1ia8 list. It'was filled with “I'want

? “Give me this,” and “piease

" please please Santa bnng me this,”

all followed by any and every toy a
child could want that his parents
either couldn’t afford or just didn’t
want to afford. Nowadays my list
looks more like this:

No more underwear, I have
plenty. No sweaters.

No socks, I got some for my
birthday and then again for
Thanksgiving. I don’t need any-
more.

No lumps of coal. It was devas-
tating when I was five, and sort of
funny last year. But any more coal
and next year the stockings myste-
riously disappear into the fireplace
they hang over.

Please God don’t let them get
me sweaters.

Oh but about those cute fuzzy
slippers you are always telling me
about...don’t even think about it.
And who forgets the carols? We
sing our silly little brains out, or at
least pretend to, during elementary
school Christmas pageants. We
sing about silver bells and jingle
bells and bells on bobtails. Now I
just wish I could get all that ring-
ing out of my ears. Then of course
there’s Santa’s sleigh and one-
horse open sleighs and me falling
off sleighs and trying to drive my
enormous sleigh of a car through
the snow. I’'m definitely not sing-
ing “Joy to the World” when f:hati
time comes:

Iguessif I’'m the one who is al-
ways talking about not growing up
I shouldn’t be talking about how
all these holidays are losing their
luster. Then again if you still enjoy
the whole one-horse open sleigh
deal, my car suddenly doesn’t
seem that bad anymore.

Hallway dancing is an unrequited dream for most students

Wallowing In
Thought

Do you ever have one of those
crazy wishes that seems pointless
yet important at the same time?

Everyone knows the four-
minute drill. We have all heard the
horror stories. “I have to go from
PE to Mrs. Felger’s third floor Span-
ish and then to the science wing,”

someone complains every year. In
my opinion, it is fine to complain. It
is hard to make it to some classes
without being tardy with only a
four-minutes passing period. We
have to contend with locker stops,
bathroom breaks, and the hoards
of other students on the stairs.

In order to make it to our classes
on time, we students almost have
to have a book bag. I am still amazed
by the few students who can make
it to every class on time without a
book bag. Unfortunately, like so
many others, [ have become depen-
dent on the backpack. I know, fora
fact, that I would be tardy for ev-
ery eighth period I have ever taken
withoutit. *

Now, aside from the lower back
problems backpack wearers will
experience as they grow old, book
bags also inhibit movement. If you
need an example, try walking down

the third floor hallway. Junior high
students take a bad rap for their

If you are like
me, when you’re
having a good
day, you just
want to glide
down the halls
like there isn’t
anyone there.

clumsiness; if you are lugging
around a bag that weighs half as
much as you, I doubt that you can
have much control over your move-
ment. Even the more oriented
upperclassmen’s movements are

inhibited. Most specifically, no one
can dance with a book bag on. -

How can you possibly expect to
express yourself in any way with-
out being able to dance? If you are
like me, when you’re having a good
day, you just want to glide down
the halls like there isn’t anyone
there. Feeling cocky? Strut down
the hall snapping your fingers like
Russ Tamblyn in his opening scene
in West Side Story. When you feel
like you’re on top of the world, grab
the closest girl and tango.

School takes too much out of a
person as it is. Sitting through class
after class is important, and I
wouldn’t trade my education for the
world, but it is stiffening. Passing
period should be a time to let loose
and forget for just a few fleeting
moments about tests, homework,
projects, college, and all of the nor-
mal school day material.

Ihave silly desires, but if I could
change one thing about school, it
would be to add on seven extra
minutes so I could extend passing
period. That way I could waltz
down those halls and still make to
theology on time. I’'m not a dancer,
but I’m starting to believe that’s
because I never have time. Who
knows, with some practice, we
could all get better at it. We might
even improve enough to actually
dance at our school dances!

Thankfully, I can dream for free,
and it is okay to take my problems
out on a book bag. In the mean time,
keep smiling in the halls. Every
smile I see feels like two steps off
my break dance; every “Hi,” feels
like a dip in the tango. I doubt I
could ever convince the school
board to give me that extra minute,
but at least we have each other to
fall back on.
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Former Shamrock looking to Steel position in NFL

Matt Krings
Editor

Making the NFL is every back-
yard football player’s dream, but for
most it is just that: a dream. A few
follow that dream and play college
football. There is one former
Scotus high school star who is
close to living that dream of being
an NFL player.

Chad Mustard, a 1996 graduate
of Scotus, was recently contacted
by the Pittsburgh Steelers. The
Steelers were interested in his ser-
vices as a tight end, so he packed
off to Pittsburgh for a try-out.

Mustard was a three-sport ath-
lete at Scotus, participating in foot-
ball, basketball, and track. From the
years 1992 to 1996, he was tearing
up the high school scene and was
recognized statewide for his accom-
plishments.

As a junior and senior, Mustard
was given All-State honors in foot-
ball and basketball. In his senior
year, he also made the second team
All-Nebraska in football. Upon go-
ing to college, Mustard was not
sure what sport he really wanted
to play.

“I could have played any of
those two sports [in college],”
Mustard said, “but coming out of
high school I decided to give bas-
ketball a try.”

Mustard attended the Univer-
sity of North Dakota where he
played division 1-AA basketball.
After using up his four years of
basketball eligibility, he decided to
give his other love, football, another
shot for a couple of years. Mus-
tard was made a tight end for North
Dakota, and his decision to play
football would come to prove piv-
otal in his future.

After college, Mustard decided
he wanted to go on playing foot-
ball. He played for one year with
the Omaha Beef, an arena footba]l
team. Then he decided to go for

“lt was very weird to see in

person guys | watch every
Sunday afternoon on TV .
-Chad Mustard

the big time.

“I sent a tape to about every
NFL team,” Mustard said. “I was
just in hope that a team could use
my talents.”

It turns out the Pittsburgh
Steelers liked what they saw. The
Steelers told Mustard they wanted
to give him a workout, so they de-
cided to fly Mustard out to Penn-

b b

sylvania. He left Monday, got situ-
ated and was shown around Pitts-
burgh. On Tuesday he was brought

' to the stadium and was shown the

weight room, locker room, and
other important places for the
players.

“I got to talk to starting Steeler
quarterback Tommy Maddox,”
Mustard said. “Running back
Jerome Bettis was nice. It was
very weird to see in person the
guys I have been watching ev-
ery Sunday afternoon on T.V.”

After settling in, the workouts
started. He had to do the shuttle
run and many other agility and
quickness tests. Then came the
football part. Mustard ran through
all kinds of routes from his tight
end position. A ball thrown to him
was easy to catch, but his last test
did not prove this easy. Mustard
said they threw all kinds of bad

balls his way, and trying to catch
these was not an easy task.

After trying to prove himself to
the Steelers, they told him what
they were going to do. Mustard
was told that they would give him
a contract in January or February
for the next football season, but
until then he does not plan to wait.
Mustard will most likely not be play-
ing with the Beef this year, but en-
ter the draft for the NFL Europe.
The six teams in the league are
made up of players trying to prove
that they have what it takes in the
NFL.

Mustard is truly in the process
of living out his dream. This op-
portunity does not come every
day, and Mustard knows he has
what it takes to make it in the NFL.

“I did not want to wake up some
day and say that I didn’t try,” Mus-
tard said.

Don'’t feel bad; we all have embarrassing, unhealthy habits

Lauren Maul
Editor

They have nicotine patches to
aide in quitting smoking. But what
about cottage cheese patches, or
baseball patches? Where are the
patches to aide in quitting these
obsessions? But then again, many
of the people addicted to these
things do not want to quit. Ever.

Katie Swoboda, a senior at
Scotus, is one of these addicted
people.

“I see how much caffeine I can
consume until 1 pass out,”
Swoboda said.

This common addiction has
been plaguing Swoboda ever since
she was seven years old.
Swoboda’s favorite drink that con-
tains this drug is coffee. Although
people have warned her of the ef-
fects, Swoboda remains confident
with her choice.

“They told me it [caffeine] would
stunt my growth,” Swoboda said,
“but I didn’t care.”
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Another addiction that starts
with a “C” is cottage cheese. Not
your average run-of-the-mill cot-
tage cheese, but large curd cot-
tage cheese. (In other words, “ex-
tra strength” cottage cheese.)

Scotus senior Jesse Johnson has
been addicted to this breed of
cheese since she was only a baby.

“[Classmates] make fun of me ev-
eryday at lunch,” Johnson said.
Despite the pain of mockery from
classmates, Johnson continues her
love affair with the large curds.

Although food addictions are
popular, clothing and sports addic-
tions are just as common.

Brandon Esch, a seventh-grader,
cannot stop wearing his Brett
Favre jersey. Because his jersey is
so “lucky,” Esch never likes to take
it off.

“They call me a loser,” Esch said,
“just because [the jersey] is so
faded.”

Michael Novicki, another Scotus
seventh-grader, cannot get enough
of his baseball. Although Novicki
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1819 Howard Bivd.
Columbus, NE 68601

563-3661

FINANGIAL STRENGTH

TFérsonal service

‘We offer the financial strength that can fulfill
all your banking needs with the commitment to
service that is unique to Pinnacle Bank. Stop by
and see the way banking should be.

= Pinnacle Bank

Member FDIC

Rock Bottom
564-7165

o The way /Mfﬂiy should be
Columbus: 2661 33rd Ave., 562-8935
www.pinnbank.com
CROW\ |‘JIII,EWELRY e_,f;!‘fM
IDiamonds Watches Black Hills Gold \'ﬁ

Westgate Cent 564-8504 !

estgate enter ers

Subscribe to the

770 33rd Ave.
Columbus

also gets made fun of for his addic-
tion, he holds fast to his love of
the game.

“They say baseball’s stupid,”
Novicki said, “because they think
it’s easy.”

Students aren’t the only people
who have bad habits. Scotus
teachers have admitted to guilty
addictions, also.

Patti Salyard, the computer edu-
cation instructor here at Scotus,
suffers from a slight junk food ad-
diction.

“I don’t eat breakfast or lunch,”
Salyard said. “I just eat junk (food)
all night long.”

Apparently, Salyard’s husband,
Tom Salyard, does not share this
habit. Patti Salyard says that her
husband gives her a hard time be-
cause he eats healthy foods and
that he would like for her to be

around to see their children grow
up.
Brian Fuchser, the new theology %

teacher at Scotus, is a recovering
addict. He had reached a point dur-

ing his college education where he
would drink Mt. Dew almost exclu-
sively.

“If I was stressed out,” Fuchser
said, “I’d have one. I craved the
taste more than the sugar or caf-
feme.”: ;

Fortunately, Fuchser has

been pretty clean lately, but he
battled his addiction for three
years.

Despite the mockery and humili-
ation an addiction may bring, stu-
dents and teachers are holding fast
to these guilty

pleasures.
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I’'m guessing you two are together?

CRAIG STAROSCIK/ROCK BOTTOM

The Katie/Kelly sisters are (with Katies in the back and Kellys in front): Novicki, Cheloha, Ingram,
Connolly, and Korth. The group’s unique bond is a phenomenon that they stuggle to explain.

Sibling pairs share odd occurence of first names

Pam Johnson
Staff Reporter

Katie here, Kelly there... every-
where an individual may turn there
goes yet another one strolling
down the hallway around the cor-
ner. :

The Katie- Kelly trend at Scotus
has exploded in recent years into a
quirky coincidence. There are cur-
rently five sets of sisters with the
names of Katie and Kelly that have
Scotus connection. In total there
are nine girls who make up this
Katie- Kelly movement within the
Scotus walls.

These trendsetters consist of
Freshmen Katie and her junior sis-
ter Kelly Cheloha, junior Katie and

freshmen Kelly Ingram, sophomore
Katie and senior Kelly Novicki,
sohpomore Katie and senveth-
grader Kelly Connolly, and sev-
enth-grader Kellie Korth, whose
sister Katie graduated from Scotus
last year.

Kelly Cheloha hinted that there
might be more than meets the eye
to this name game.

“We have a whole secret soci-
ety made up,” she said.

It really makes one wonder if
they actually do with this reoccur-
ring cliché throughout the school.

Katie Ingram said that the
stormy reason for her name as well
as her sisters’ name was simple.

“My parents just liked the name
Katie,” she said, “and at the time

there was a hurricane named Kate,
so it all fit nicely. They just liked
the name Kelly too. The ‘K thing’
was just an added bonus.”

Kelly Cheloha also said that she
too would cairy on the “K theme”
to her own family some day by nam-
ing her lucky child “Kidney.”

Many ideas may be brewed up
as to the reason for this occur-
rence. Maybe they are trying to
take Scotus over one Katie and
Kelly at a time. Or perhaps the
names Kelly and Katie were just
really popular back in the mid- to -
late 807, and the names fit togther
so well that parents decided to use
them both. Or maybe this is just
one really crazy coincidence. The
world may never know.

directed by Jamie Ferguson.

Lights, cameras, acting!

Darin Kuehler, as Aesop, Sally Deturk, as Betty, and Jennifer Fisher, as Paula, act out a scene
of the Scotus fall play “Hide and Shriek,” the story of a strange Hill-Billy family and their efforts to
keep the family home. The play was performed on the first and second of this month, and was

PAM JOHNSON/ROCKBOTTOM
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Crisis team ready to
handle any situation

Eric Grubaugh
Editor

"' Tragedy has struck a Scotus
student. It has left him saddened,
confused, and frustrated. He has
no idea where to turn. Family and
friends can offer a good listening
ear and consolation, but when that
is not enough, Scotus’s Crisis Team
is there to help in any way pos-
sible.

The Scotus Crisis Team is made
up of four faculty members who
have been specifically trained to
deal with various tragic situations
that may occur in a school setting.
If any student is in need of help in
any situation, he/she only needs
to approach one member of the Cri-
sis Team to start arranging meet-
ings. The members of the team are
junior high guidance counselor
Pam Weir, senior high guidance
counselor Judi Wolken, campus
minister Fa-

All members of the team seemed
to agree that there are many emo-
tions present when dealing with a
crisis.

“There is always a lot of shock,
utter despair, and sometimes even
a little hopelessness,” Weir said,
“but there is also a feeling of en-
couragement and support for the
victim.”

Bond also said the emotions
were a two-sided coin.

“There is a sense of relief and
gratitude that a crisis like this
hasn’t happened yet,” Bond said,
“and there’s a respect and appre-
ciation for those who have gone
through it already. There is a height-
ened concern about how I would
handle such a situation.”

Tooley said that there are many
emotions that a teacher on the cri-
sis teammust face. Tooley said that
ateam member not only feels grief
as a teacher who has lost a stu-

dent, but as a
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Tooley: ' ~Janet Tooley aspects ofhelp-
“[The Cri- ” ing others deal
sis Team] with pain.

provides support in various situa-
tions. that need a connection be-
tween a student, family, and other
adult,” Weir said. “It gives us a pro-
tocol to follow in the event some-
thing should happen.”

‘Something,’ in this case refers
to a wide variety of events. Bond
said some such events are student
deaths, bomb threats, and events
suchas 9-11.

“Our responsibility is to develop
a policy and procedure for such
events,” Bond said, “and with the
blessing of the administration,
implement those for the sake of the
students.”

Wolken said, however, that the
Crisis Team is not only in action
durmg times of crisis.

“[The Cns?%?,'pam pravidess the
service to help anyo%m“@‘,g;lgls
as a support system,” Wolken said,
“but we also help the:school to pre-
pare and make it so other crises are
not as severe. We inform people
on how to handle such situations.”

Any crisis is a tough situation
to handle, but the people directly
involved in the crisis are not the
only ones who experience deep
emotions when dealing with the
Crisis Team.

“When you’re on a crisis team,
you really get an education of how
people feel when they are pre-
sented with a crisis,” Wolken said.
“No matter how much schooling
you have, you always feel emotion
for those suffering from the crisis.

. You can’t disconnect yourself

from the crisis.”

“There is also the satisfaction
of when a student comes up and
says thanks, knowing that what I
said helped,” Tooley said. “I like
the students knowing they can
trust me and that I will be there.”

All members of the Crisis Team
were asked to join it, but this sense
of satisfaction has them all know-
ing they would have considered
volunteering for the team had they
not been asked.

“It is a worthwhile experience,”
Tooley said, “especially with all the
different agendas that come about.
It’s important to have a profession-
ally trained team, and that we use
that training to see through tough
events. We help deal with emo-
tional issues, and rather than just

hit or miss, it provides us, ,}V}ﬂ; some

1c;.l(lmslstgx,lc;'y as.to how issuss are

Wolken said that the Cnsns Team
is very stressful but definitely
worthwhile:

Weir said she could see both.
sides .to volunteering for the Cri-
sis Team.

“I was appointed to the team
four years ago,” she said. “Would
I have volunteered? Yes and no. It
is very emotionally challenging and
taxing, especially with the loss of a
student or a student who has lost
a family member. That is emotion-
ally draining and very difficult to
deal with. Butalso I am able to help
someone along the way and help
them to find encouragement.

“It is the hardest job I have ever

been asked to do.”
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“Stroke of luck” gives once in a lifetime opportunity

Amy Ellingson
Staff Reporter

Standing on 13™ street in front
of Sokol Auditorium in Omaha, Ire-
alize that it’s 1:45 a.m. on a school
night (a Thursday to be exact).
Tomorrow I have a huge AP En-
glish test on the history of poetry,
which I hardly understand, and I
have to work right after school un-

* ti19:00. I know for a fact that I’ll be
dead by 3" period. All day I will
drag myself from class to class with
a half smile of my face because Il
be remembering the night before

* and how it felt to be on top of the
world. T have to laugh to myself
because my dad is probably in a
cold sweat seeing as how I haven’t

_ called him yet. He’s thinking that
I’ve been kidnapped, taken to
North Omaha, and beaten into a
gang. Good old dad. He has no
idea that I’ve just met one of my
favorite bands, The Strokes, and
had one of the best concert experi-
ences of my life.

I’ve been to my fair share of con-
certs (The Foo Fighters, Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Incubus, and Weezer
just to name a few) but seeing
Rooney, The Donnas, and The
Strokes has by far been my best
concert yet (Incubus is a close sec-
ond, but I passed out because of
dehydration and lost my front row
spot next to my future husband,
Brandon Boyd). From the second
it started, I knew this show
wouldn’t be like the others. Usu-
ally the opening band doesn’t re-

ally interest me, as harsh as that
may sound, but Rooney was great.
They use a keyboard for a lot of
their songs, which I really liked,
because it gives them a really origi-
nal sound. The Donnas definitely
rocked the house. After seeing
them I really wanted to be in my
own girl band, but when I remem-
bered that I can’t sing or play any
instruments I realized that it wasn’t
going to happen.

This concert was also different
because I’'m used to standing out-
side an auditorium fit to accommo-
date conventions and basketball
games, surrounded by thousands
of people. Everyone blends into a
mass of sweat covered t-shirts and
skin once the concert starts, and if
you’re not kicked in the head by a
crowd surfer you’re lucky. This
concert, however, seemed to put a
focus on the individual.

If you’ve never been there, Sokol
Auditorium is about the size of the
old gym here at Scotus. My friends
and I chose a spot up on the bal-
cony where we could easily see the
stage. Easy, that is, until a security
guard decided that he needed to
stand right in front of me. Itdidn’t
stop me from dancing though. For
those of you who have had the
pleasure of watching me dance
(Homecoming Pep Rally), you
know that I can get a little carried
away. The music was just so great
though, that I couldn’t help but get
more than a little carried away. Next
thing I know a bald man with an
English accent is knocking me out

of my dancing haze because he
says he wants Sara Krajicek, a
former Scotus student, and myself
to stay where we were after the
show. He was going to come up
and get us.

Oh, the horrible thoughts that
began to flash through my mind.
“I’m going to meet The Strokes and
I’m sweating like no other, all my
make up is worn off, and I just know
I'must have arancid case of B.O.” I
had to keep trying to convince
myself that girls don’t sweat, they
glow. Why? Why couldn’t I have
just planned ahead a little bit and
done something, anything, with my
hair? Did I put deodorant on be-
fore Ileft? Iswear I almost wet my
pants and passed out. Even if I
would have wet my pants, I prob-
ably would have been too sweaty
to notice. I was so nervous. De-
spite almost giving myself a hem-
orrhage, I put all my worries aside
to enjoy my favorite Stroke’s song
“Someday” and the rest of the con-
cert.

Before I knew it the concert was
over and Sara and I were standing
alone on the balcony. Then came
the waiting. First we had to wait
on the balcony. Then on the stairs
while the rest of the audience left.
Then we waited on the floor by the
wall. Then we waited in the bar (no
alcoholic beverages for Amy, thank
you). It had been almost an hour
since the concert had ended. Was
someone tricking me? I bet The
Strokes weren’t even coming out.
The stage managers were just

PHOT! ‘OURTESY AMY ELLINGSON

Sara Krajicek, Fab the Stroke’s drummer, and Amy Ellingson

rounding up stupid girls to sweep
all the paper and cigarette butts off
the floor. But then, in that one pre-
cious moment, I saw him. Julian,
the lead singer in all his shaggy-
haired, drowsy-eyed glory, was
coming towards the bar.

Our eyes met for a split second
and he came walking towards me.
He asked me to go get a broom out
of the janitors closet and start
sweeping the floor. It was to be
spotless by the time he was done
mingling with the fans. . Actually,
he didn’t. Julian, Fab, and Nikolai,
the three Strokes I met, were really
outgoing and casual. Even though
they were pretty busy with other
fans, Sara and I did get a conversa-
tion and a few pictures with them.

I even ended up getting the set list
autographed and a free Rooney
CD, which I’ve grown pretty at-
tached to. What more could I ask
for (aside from Fab asking me to
come on tour with them to hang
out and possibly be his girlfriend)
in a concert?

1 asked myself a lot of questions
on the ride home. Why me? What
did that stage worker see that
caught his eye? I could see how
someone could see something in-
teresting in Sara, but I kept on try-
ing to figure out what made me spe-
cial. Maybe it was nothing. Per-
haps people were just picked at ran-
dom. Maybe it was something. Or
maybe, it was just a stroke (lame
pun intended) of good luck.

Across:
1. Castle
5. One member of a two person team
9. Endgame in chess
13¢ the Terrible
14. Metals
15. Horizontals
16. Resting on something:
umbent
17.Dothisor ____
18. Has eaten
20. A circular current
21 Wmter sport
g Y
25 ”Wh h-$tudenits éhange class-
rooms?
31. King Arthur searched for this
32. A silly or foolish gesture
34. A dull pirate with two peg legs?
37. Sunny day conversation starter?
50. Not dumb
51. Angry
52. Bird that rhymes with toon
53. To sell without a choice?
56. Management to cost (abbr.)
57. Most important chess piece
61. To adjust a piece in chess
65. A false god
66. Upper appendage
68. Discount
69. An outer covering
71. Dogs with parents of different
breed

.l'L

“Checkmate!”

73.To place or move carefully

74. What students are constantly do-
ing with their shirts

75. Two are found in this clue

Down:

1. To stir up anger

2. Round, but not a circle

3. Wholegrain__

4. The leg bones are connected to this
5. Tricks

6. Civil rights figure: ___Parks

~7. Pointy facial feature |

8. Small wave

9. Not less

10. Dry climate

11. To care for

12. Extended School Year (abbr.)

19. One who rents a home

21. A markdown in price

22. Distinctive theories or doctrines
23. Silica based gem

24 Acting: ___a

25. Before

26. To pester

27. Steals

28. Internal Network Adapter (abbr.)
29. Marine mammal:
30. To cease living
31. Small valleys
33. An abnormal sac or vesicle in the
body

¥

35. Pronoun for a girl

36. Green __s and ham

38. Industrial Model and Design (abbr.)

39. Cor Aided Engineering (abbr.)

40. Waste Treatment Plant (abbr.)

41.The ____we breathe

42. A motorized cart or train

43. The Mad

44. Suffix used to form an adjective

from a noun

45.___ Speedwagon

46. A mountain in southern France

47. Extinct, ostrich-like bird

48. A type of tie

49. Another name for a hotel

54. A baby eagle

55. Jotting or remembering

57. A rhombus-shaped toy

58. A thought

59. Christmas drinks: Egg

60. Adhesive

61. Store

62. A double curve with the shape of

anelongated S

63. Evil

64. Electro-Optic Sensor System
abbr.

66. Air Traffic Control (abbr.)

67. Maintenance Manual Intermediate
Levels (abbr.)

70. Thirteenth letter of Greek alpha-
bet

72. Not off

Scotus
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By: Lauren Maul

Tales of My Meager Existence at Scotus

If you all would be so kind as to fill out this form

.| regarding whether or not you have a cat, how
' old that cat is, any health problems the cat has

had, and the life expectancy of your cat.

The Awful Truth behind the physiology
dissection cats.

PERSONAL,
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From Your Locally Owned Columbus Bank

€
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Hot Eats...Cool Treats

665 33rd Ave
Columbus, NE 68601

/ COLUMBUS
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YMCA

Strong Kids,
_ Strong Families
9477 Strong Communities

615 E. 23rd Street
564-2736
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TOYOTA Jeep
2112 23rd Street
562-8698
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OWNED FOOD STORES

Columbus, Nebraska
Kitchen - Catering - Bakery

Proud Supporter of Scotus High School!

United
” Nebraska
Bank
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1464 26th Avenue P.O. Box 606
Columbus, NE 68602-0606
(402) 564-2731
(800) 645-6705 (NE only)
FAX (402) 562-6018

www. unitedbank.com

251113 St.
Columbus, NE
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Wickham, Jablonski face off
for bowling bragging rights

Barely able to fit through the
door due to an enlarged ego, Mr.
Wickham walks through the doors.
As he straps on his pearly white
bowling shoes, he sneers, “I don’t
trust house shoes.”

His opponent, Ryan Jablonski is
already strapped up and ready to
go. Then the practice throws be-
gin, and the trash talking com-
menced. Time to prove their supe-
riority in the sport of bowling.
Jablonski, the king of student
bowlers, and Wickham, the ex-col-
lege bowler at UNK. Only one will
leave with

I am used to going bowling and
throwing it between my legs, or
throwing two balls at a time. This
professional feel to a match was
stunning. Those two truly throw
like something you would see on
T.V.

Then came the 6™ frame, and a
turn of events came along. With
Jablonski up 104 to 86, Wickham
threw two straight strikes, and
Jablonski let him in the match with-
out knocking all the pins over in
the 7". It was then 134 to 132 in
favor of Wickham. It came down
to the last three frames. Wickham
and Jablonski traded strikes and,
going into the last frame, Wickham
was still up by two pins.

Jablonski was due up first. His
first two throws of the frame were
strikes, and then he rolled a 6 on
his last throw. This forced
‘Wickham to have to throw all strikes
to win the match.

Wickham was as cool as the air

coming out of

bragging the Scotus
rights. The heaters. He
match started, stepped up to
and the atmo- his mark and
sphere was the first
right to crown throw was a
the bowling curving
champion of strike. One
Scotus Central down and two
Catholic. to go. Break-

Wickham ing a nervous
opened up hit- S'w elat;

ting 8 pins and was unable to pick
up a spare. An easy opportunity
for Jablonski to take complete con-
trol of the match. Jablonski took
advantage of this opportunity and
hit a strike on his first ball.
Jablonski’s big arching curve was
unable to keep this huge lead
throughout the match. Unsure of
what he was getting himself into,
‘Wickham was growing doubtful of
his skills from the lack of bowling
he had been doing compared to
Jablonski.

Now, the whole time I had no
clue of how the scoring was being
done or who was winning. 1 just
knew when each bowler had a huge
frame because, of the laughing at
their opponent .on, the way back
from their throw. Wickham re-
minded me of ice skaters skating
on ice with no ice skates. With his
old shoes, he was close to slipping
down on many throws. Jablonski
‘was reminiscent of a professional
bowler with his glove, wristband,
and of course the perfect form.

Wickham knew it was do or die
time. His second throw was away,
and another strike was the result.
Last ball, time to be crowned a
champion or a choker. The room
was silent as can be. Wickham
needed a strike, and he knew it. He
stepped up to the lane and let it
g0.

A huge curve was put on the ball.
Traveling down the lane, the ball
was hugging the gutter. One more
centimeter to the right and
Jablonski wins. The ball was head-
ing right toward the side pin, and
in the last ten feet, the ball took a
huge curve and struck the pins
perfectly in the pocket. STRIKE
THREE, Jablonski is out (and cry-
ing on the floor). Jablonski was
literally on his knees with his head
buried in his hands. Jablonski now
has to face all those who had faith
that he wouldn’t let a teacher beat
him. Wickham strolled in confident
he was going to win, and he backed
up his talk with a 214 — 208 defeat
over Jablonski.

MA KRINGS/ROCK BOTTOM

Sean Wickham raises his arms in triumph just as he anticipates
his ball hitting the pins and giving him the victory. The throw did end
up being a strike and gave Wickham 214-208 win over challenger

Ryan Jablonski.

CREDIT
SERVICES, INC.

1260 27 Ave. Suite 104

Rich & Donette Jablonski

Columbus
564-3362

ON TO STATE!

Shamrock volleyball team favored to win 9th title

Eric Grubaugh
Editor

Heated rivalries and fierce com-
petitors fill the bracket of the 2002
state volleyball tournament, and all
of these teams have one thing in
common. They have their sights
leveled on Scotus.

Scotus once again sits atop the
rankings of class C1. For the 14*
consecutive year, the Shamrocks
have captured the district title and
it has put the punctuation mark on
a spectacular undefeated regular
season. To secure the title, the
Shamrocks defeated Lincoln
Lutheran (15-6, 15-1), a team they
had defeated only a week prior.
Head coach John Petersen said that
he would not let that fact affect the
preparation for the game.

“Our goal is always to play the
best we can,” he said. “We prac-
ticed and prepared and we played
at the level we were capable of.
[Winning the district] takes a little
of the pressure off too. I think we
would have been very disap-
pointed had we not played well
[during the district tournament].”

Petersen said he felt good about
how his team played throughout
the district tournament. He said the
team got better and better each day
the team played and that he is very
comfortable with the number one
seed at the state tournament.

“I would rather be number one
than anything else,” Petersen said.
“Sure there’s a target on your back,
but people have to raise their level
of play against us now. And sure
there’s some pressure, but I think
it’s a good pressure. It’s a pressure
to perform well.”

The team has performed so well
over the course of the year that they
are highly favored to win the state
championship, but Petersen does
not let this take away from the ex-
citement of going to the state tour-
nament.

“You can’t control who you
play and you can’t control the level
of play of the other teams,” he said.
“You just try and reach your peak,
and you’ll see whether or not the
other team has the skills and talent
that you do. It’s a great experience
to be a part of a state champion-
ship, and I have been very fortu-
nate to have many chances to go. I
enjoy it just as much this time as I
did the first time, and I certainly try
to convey that to the kids.”

‘The kids’ certainly have the
skills and talent necessary to com-
pete, and there seems to be no stop-
ping the improvement.

“I feel we’re playing as good as
we have all year,” Petersen said of
the team’s play going in to the state
tournament. “Each game you try to
raise it up a notch, especially with
state. Our focus and intensity picks
up, and that adds to our level of
play.”

The players have been ready
day in and day out and have risen
to the occasion every time they

SCOTT BECKER/ROCK BOTTOM

Teammates Renee Beiermann, Taylor Harsh, and Jennifer Sackett
celebrate a successful play in the district final game against Lin-
coln Lutheran. Due to wild card points, both teams qualified for

state this week

were called upon, but the players
are not the only one Petersen
wants to give thanks to (although
they do do most of the work).

“Myself, the staff, and the team
would like to thank the student
body, the cheerleaders, and the
band,” Petersen said. “We really
appreciate their support and enthu-
siasm. It really helps us.”

With Scotus now resting com-
fortably in the number one posi-

tion, they are preparing for their
November 15" match versus Ord
(12-13). Ord has qualified for four
state tournaments, the last of which
was in 1982. In this particular year,
Ord made it to the second round
before being defeated by GICC.
However, their first round victory
was over none other than Scotus
(15-13, 8-15, 18-16). Will the num-
ber one seed continue their domi-
nation? Or will history repeat itself?

The road to a

championship..

#2 GICC (25-4)
2:00PM

#7 Syracuse (21-6)

#6 Chase County (19-4)

7:00 PM

12:30PM
#3 Gordon

#1 Scotus (26-0)

Nov. 16

6:30 PM

Pershing
Auditorium

2:00 PM
#80rd (12-13)

#4 Wayne (28-4)
3:30PM

8:30PM

#5 Lincoln Lutheran (26-10)

All first and second round game:
at Lincoln Northeast.

s played on Friday, November 15

Open 7:00 a.m.

The Picket Fence Cafe

Columbus, NE 68601
‘Dave and Linda Deturk

Jain us for ‘Breakfast or Lunch

- 4:00 p.m. " M-F

2714 13th ST

Boulevard Lanes

“Proud Supporter of
Scotus Shamrocks”

1819 Howard Boulevard
(402) 564-8022

Ph: (402) 564-0702
3790 26th Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601

www.megavision.com/landmark
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no purchase necessary

i 1944 33 Ave.

RU\WA

l Good only at Columbus Runza location. Not good with any other offer l
ROLSoupon., One > Coupon per person or car per visit. Expires: Ma¥_31 2003_.

Ace Hardware & Garden Center
1460 33rd Avenue
Phone: (402) 564-0995

ACE

We GOT it!

You want it

AUTO PARTS

oreillyauto.com
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With CHS out, future of Holiday Tournament up in air

Scotus working to find new teams to fill brackets and ensure basketball tradition stays in Columbus

Eric Grubagh
Editor

There are presents, eggnog,
dumplings, cookies, lights, trees,
presents, and basketball. What
would Christmas break be like with-
out basketball?

For 20 years, coaches, players,
and fans have come to compete in
and to watch the Columbus Holi-
day Tournament. The tournament
has previously consisted of eight
teams in two brackets. The Sham-
rock/Viking division this year con-
sists of Scotus, Schuyler, Elkhorn,
and Lakeview. The Discoverer di-
vision has Columbus High, Fre-
mont, Norfolk, and Lexington.

However, after this year, the
Holiday Tournament will be seeing
a drastic change. The entire Dis-
coverer division will have to be
dropped. All of these teams are in
the Greater Nebraska Conference,
and this conference has decided to
hold a conference tournament over
the holidays. Scotus Athletic Di-
rector Gary Puetz is confident that

the tournament will continue on
though.

“[Scotus], Lakeview, Schuyler,
and Elkhorn are all committed to
keeping the tournament going,” he
said.

All of these teams are consider-
ing several options for the fu-
ture of the tournament.

“We are considering just leav-
ing it as a four team tournament
as itis now,” Puetz said. “But we
are attempting to find four new
teams to have a Scotus bracket
and a Lakeview bracket, and
then rotate the visiting teams so
we aren’t always playing the
same people.”

Finding these new teams does
present somewhat of a problem
though.

“Most teams already have their
own tournaments,” Puetz said,
“and some are having pre- or post-
holiday tournaments. We just need
to be creative in our scheduling. I
want to keep Scotus [playing] in
Columbus.”

Whether it has eight teams or

four teams, a tournament still needs
to be funded. As of now the Cham-
ber of Commerce funds the tourna-
ment. Should they stop funding
with the loss of the Discoverer di-
vision, Puetz is still committed to
keeping the tournament here.

"€ We just need to be creative

in our scheduling. I want to
keep Scotus playing in
Columbus.

-Cary Puetz J)

“Right now the Chamber of
Commerce is interested in being
involved,” Puetz said. “They’re not
going to drop out. But if they
would, we would simply sponsor
[the tournament] by ourselves. It
really is self-funding. You have the
gate fees and ads, it would just be
more work on our part.”

Chamber of Commerce member
Don Mroczek said that decisions

on the holiday tournament will take
some time.

“A lot depends on other teams
and other towns because there are
some towns that aren’t having holi-
day tournaments next year,”
Mroczek said. “Right now Madi-

son said they may want to [join
the Columbus Holiday Tourna-
ment], and Fullerton is looking
for a tournament to join, but
nothing is definite. We’re going
to have to wait and see.”

The tournament has brought
so many advantages to Colum-
bus, there is no reason that ev-
ery effort is not being made to
keep it here.

“It has been great for the local
economy,” Puetz said. “I am com-
mitted to keeping this tournament
in town because it is a great ad-
vantage for our people, too.
There’s no travel for them. If we
have to host the tournament every
year, I will do that”  *

Puetz also said for him that the
best-case scenario would be to find
four new teams to keep the compe-

tition going. Other basketball
coaches seem to agree.

“Obviously we want to see them
bring in four new teams,” girls’ head
coach Sean Wickham said, “but it’s
really tough to do. They’re already
in their own tournaments. But I
would really like to see four new
teams.”

Boys’ assistant coach Pat
Brockhaus seemed to share the
same idea.

“We’d like to see them bring in
four new teams,” Brockhaus said,
“but we have to pull them out of a
tournament they are already in to
come to ours, and that’s very diffi-
cult. We may have to keep it a four-
team tournament, but how long can
that be done? I really don’t know.
Perhaps sometime we’ll have to go
to a pre-holiday tournament or a
post-holiday tournament.”

Whether new teams are found
or the same teams are kept, basket-
ball will remain a part of the Scotus
holiday season. Now it is simply a
matter of when and where the
games will continue.

the court

Queens of

The Scotus volleyball team cel-
ebrates with its trophy after win-
ning its seventh title in eight years.
Back row: Assistant Coach Janet
Tooley, Head Coach John
Petersen, Ann Beiermann, Lynn
Weeder, Mandi Schumacher,
Haley Buelt, manager Tiffany
Hanus, Asstistant Coach Julie
Blaser. Middle Row: Heidi
Sobota, Stephanie Lyons, Tayolr
Harsh, and Laura Dolezal. Front
Row: Nicole Mielak, Renee
Beiermann, Taryn Ketter, Jennifer
Sackett, and Michelle Flint.

|
State Tournament Scores:
Ord 0
Columbus Scotus 8. 156

Wayne 2
Columbus Scotus 15,2185

Grand Island CC 6 6
Columbus Scotus 190009

29-0

Fussy dolls give students
taste of parenting joys, blues

life with children is like.

LAIJREN MAUL/]
Senior Mikayla Wurdinger literally has her hands full as she cares for her doll. The
doll is used as part of a three-day assignment to help students get an idea of what

CK BOTTOM

Scott Becker
Rock Bottom Corespondent

It’s the middle of the class
period, and tests are being
handed out. All the students
try to cram what little infor-
mation into their brain that
they can. In the middle of
the test, a loud cry is heard
and everyone turns
and looks at a baby
carrier sitting next to
another student’s
desk. Sound Familiar?

The baby carrier
belonged to a student
of the Childhood De-
velopment class.
These babies seen in
the hallways and classrooms
of Scotus are part of the
“Baby Think It Over” simu-
lation. Each student in the
class is assigned to carry
around a computerized doll
with them for three days. The
dolls simulate everything
that a real infant would be

capable of. The dolls cry,
need diapers changed, re-
quire feeding and gentle rock-
ing. In the end, they produce
a computer readout that
shows the teacher how the
baby was treated, how long
it spent crying before the
“parent” attended to its
needs, and if the head was

“Being a parent was fun, but
I'm glad I don’t have to do

it for a while.

-Bmanda Krings J)

held in the correct position.

“This program helps de-
velop respect for taking care
of babies and teaches stu-
dents not jump into
parenting without thinking
about it first,” childhood de-
velopment teacher Carmen
Johnson said.

Theology teacher Brian
Fuscher said that this simu-
lation is a good program to
have.

“I think it’s a very good
activity and it’s very impor-
tant,” he said. “However, I
wish there could be a way to
do it without distracting
class.”

One of those
distracing baby dolls
belonged to junior Katy
Nagengast.

“Mr. Fuscher made
me nervous in class,”
she said, “and then I
snapped the (doll’s)
head back all the way,
and it made that shrill

ory”

Each student is given a
baby to take care of for three
days. The students are re-
sponsible for their baby at
all times. The student’s opin-
ions on parenting varied.

See Parenting, page 3

Columbus men working
to provide shelter, com-
fort to area homeless

Page 3

Sledders ready to
head for the hills at
first sign of snow
Page 3
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Sadly, high school movies and Scotus life are not the same

You're Still
Not Helping

Movies such as The Breakfast
Club, Pretty in Pink, and Ferris
Bueller s Day Off are very mislead-
ing and should come with a dis-
claimer: HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT
LIKE THIS!

As a preteen, I watched these
movies over and over. By the time I
was twelve and ready to enter
Scotus, I believed that high school

would rock. T was under the impres-
sion that detention would be a
bonding experience between differ-
ent social classes, prom would be
magical, and daily high school life
would be a blast.

There are many teen movies that
take place in a high school, and all
of them are unrealistic. Despite the
bogus quality of these films, I love
high school movies from the eight-
ies. The Breakfast Club, Pretty in
Pink, and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
are among my very favorite mov-
ies. As a gawky preteen, I imagined
I would blossom into a Molly
Ringwald type character. Sadly,
high school has not been quirky or
romantic for me. No matter how
hard I try to create my own drama,
school days remain repetitive and
dull.

For all of you underclassmen
who have yet to experience a de-
tention, prom, or a senior’s school
day, here are the facts. These facts
may be hard to stomach, but I be-

lieve it is my duty as a teenager to
inform the preteens of this world
about the truth concerning high
school life.

In the movie The Breakfast Club,
a jock, a criminal, a “princess,” a

I believed the
prom would be the
time when my
Hollywood high
school dream
would come true.

basket case, and a nerd all share a
Saturday morning detention. First
of all, Scotus does not have a Sat-
urday morning detention. So when
I received my first Tuesday morn-
ing detention during my sopho-
more year, I thought it may be some-
what similar to the movie. I thought

I was so cool because unlike the
majority of the people in the deten-
tion, I was not there for tardies.

I was there for “disrespecting” a
substitute teacher. I felt so “bad”
and rebellious. Unfortunately, I

couldn’t explain to many people
why I was in detention because
there is no talking in detention.
Morning detention takes place at
seven a.m. (no later, or it doesn’t
count) in a rank little room just off
the weight room.

There is one long table and all T
did was work on my Algebra II
assignment. Unfortunately, con-
trary to The Breakfast Club, there
was no bonding, no dancing
through library rows, and no may-

hem to be made.

After my disappointing deten-
tion sophomore year, [ believed the
prom would be the time when my
Hollywood high school dream
would come true. Like Pretty in
Pink, 1 pictured myself walking into
a beautifully decorated gym and

having my dream guy ask me to
dance. My first prom took place in
the VFW building. We ate on dis-
posable plates and danced on a
cramped sweaty dance floor. I was
not asked to dance. If you want
more detail into that evening, take
alook at the class prom picture. I’'m
the ticked off girl in the second row
glaring at the camera.

Senior year has been pretty good
to me thus far. Daily life is nothing
like Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, but
it’s not hell. There’s not much drama
here at Scotus and nobody really
skips class. I usually just go to
classes, procrastinate my home-
work, and read during study hall.
After school [ go to work or watch
The Simpsons. Sometimes I’ll spice
it up and go out to eat with friends
on school nights, shop at the Wal-
Mart, or go bowling.

High school’s not bad, but the
movies are better. Now I’ll watch
Animal House and see how my col-
lege days will measure up.

‘Tis the season for cough drops, Kleenex, and plenty of fluids

ﬁﬁﬁ¥u _
Coloring Dut of
the Lines

You expect it to come, but you
never think about it much and are
never ready before it hits you. But
when it does hit you, oh man you
know it. A cold is never ever fun to
have, and I just happened to con-
tract one recently. I don’t know
how I got it, but if I ever find the
scoundrel who gave it to me...look
out. Actually I could « >ss where
it camie from; al] I ht now iF

'to get rid of the thing: -
Sometimes you get the tiny cold
where it may just be a little cough
now and then, or a teeny bit of na-
sal drippage—but no, not this time,
nat this cold. I happened to get the
full-blown version. It’s the version

where I wake up in the morning and
my eyes are swollen shut and flood-
ing. As soon as my head raises just
one centimeter off the pillow, it
gains twenty pounds from the
drainage and starts hammering in-
side itself more than any construc-
tion crew Omabha could ever set to
work. It’s the migraine of a lifetime.

Then I have to literally drag my
feet out of bed because I feel so
weak, and then test them out just
to see if they will hold my body
weight (plus the new twenty
pounds in my head).

Next I shuffle along through the
dark, stepping on the snotty
Kleenexes from throughout the
night that never found their gar-
bage-can target.

A trail of these soggy, inaccu-
rate Kleenexes leads me to the door
and eventually to the bathroom.
The bathroom is an ugly place to
be with a cold like this. First of all,
you have to turn on the lights. The

lights upgrade the construction
’éﬁw in my head to an all-out/

nuclear war. As my head feels like
it’s going to explode, a quick check
in the mirror reveals that my head
also appears as if it’s going to ex-
plode. I've got the red, puffy eyes,
the swollen lips, inflamed nostrils,

rosy-squirrel cheeks, the whole
works.

Now that my quick glance in the
mirror was enough to break it, I
decide some water would be good.
Well, we don’t always make good
decisions. The water.is more like
razor blades and kitchen knives
sliding down my throat. My phar-

Sometimes you get
the tiny cold where
it may just be a little
cough-but no, not
this time.

ynx must have been marauded by
little Freddy Kruegers during the
night, because it seems to have
been absolutely mauled beyond
beliefand repair.

Then the fits of coughing be-
gin, which really do not help.my
falréadly scarred throat.” Thé raZor
blades and kitchen knives seem to
be returning to do some more man-
gling in the back of my throat. I
sound like a combination of a wal-
rus and a motor refusing to start.

I continue my hacking and sput-

tering as I clamber up the Mount
McKinley-sized staircase in my
home. As the air becomes thinner
and thinner the more I climb, the
weight that is in my head triples,
falls to my feet, and then I get that
fuzzy, disconnected feeling in my
brain. Mind you that doesn’t stop
World War III from persisting be-
tween my ears, but now my feet
are attached to baby-grand pi-
anos filled with molten lead, and
I’m trying to climb Mount
McKinley with the pianos drag-
ging behind.

After what must have been
years of climbing and scrambling
to the peak of the stairs, I drag
my lead-filled baby-grands to the
breakfast table. I can tell that

there is a variety of boxes of cereal
set out for me to choose from, but I
can’t see quite enough through my
swollen eye sockets to discern
what kinds of cereal these boxes
contain. Then again, I don’t feel
much like eating: The cursed cold
has given me chapped lips and a
velvet tongue that make any type
of food in any way, shape, or form
unappetizing. Plus the weight is
returning to my head, but not less-
ening in my feet, I don’t believe I
need to be adding anymore weight

in my belly.

By now my nose has started
running. It could take Maurice
Green in the 100 meter dash any
day. I've been sneezing so hard
that hurricane Andrew has noth-
ing on me. My body weighs about
150 pounds, but the cold multiplies
that by ten, I think.

My only chance of even catch-
ing a glimpse of my car in the drive-
way and arriving at school half-
way on time is to find the medicine
cabinet.

When you have a cold, reach-
ing the medicine cabinet is like find-
ing King Arthur’s Holy Grail. Un-
fortunately for me, the Grail is
empty right now except for Nyquil
and Tylenol PM. Well, I don’t
know that either would help my
symptoms, but I do know they’d
knock me out before I could even
think about leaving for school.

School in itself will present a
whole new chapter to this saga. If
my staircase-is Mount McKinley,
the school’s stairs are going to be
Mount Everest. My only hope to
survive a school day is that World
War III leaves my head and infects
another poor soul’s world, or that
gallon of Nyquil I just.... drank....
takes....eff...

The reason for the season is the reason it’s a season

Wallowing In
Thought

I saw something unusual out-
side of Super Saver this year. Sit-
ting among the toppled Christmas
trees and the heaping piles of salt
was an inconspicuous and surpris-
ing Christmas decoration. It was a
nativity.

Now, a nativity may not be all
that uncommon an object for a
Catholic student to see during the
holiday season. Most of us have
had at least one up in our house,
and if, not have seen it in school
or church. In all the places [ would
expect to find a nativity, outside a
grocery store along Columbus’
busiest road was one of the least
likely candidates.

It makes me a little bit sad. I ex-
pected to see Christmas decora-
tions up in the aisles of stores by
October. I expected the world to
once again use Thanksgiving week-
end as a time to shop rather than
give thanks. I expect one of our lo-
cal radio stations to be playing
non-stop Christmas music in No-
vember. I never expected to see a
religious symbol outside a store.

I have been told Christmas is

Cold weather and pep-
permint must have
some type of magical
powers to turn an ordi-
nary day into something

magnificent.

nothing more than a commercial
holiday anymore. It is merely a big
Christmas present to the economy
in the form of millions upon millions
of little gift-wrapped boxes.

Still, something deep down in-
side wants to argue otherwise. Per-
haps it is because our government,
which will not even let schools hold
prayers at graduations, still hangs
up Christmas trees and lets Santa
Claus visit downtown.

Maybe this feeling has
to do with the fact that
during this season people
walk around with smiles
that can’t be ignored. Cold
weather and peppermint
must have some type of
magical power to turn an
ordinary day into some-
thing magnificent. Then,
to top it all off, someone
gets the beautiful notion to com-
mit a seasonal faux pas and actu-
ally display a nativity.

I was always a sucker for subtle
signs. If we take the time to look,
God is always around us. Some-
times He shows up in a cashier’s
smile when you are in a hurry and
tired of all your Christmas shop-
ping. Other times He is found in a
well-placed snow, the kind that
shows up out of nowhere at just

the right moment and isn’t too cold
or wet to make you uncomfortable.
In this season, call it Christmas or
any other celebration, He is all
around us. I think that is part of the
reason Christmas is such a special
time of the year. We are not only
trying to celebrate His birth, but
celebrate his presence in the mil-
lions of little things that make this
such a wonderful time of the year.

This year, keep your eyes open
for those glimpses of God. They
could be found anywhere. Try to
recognize him in your relative’s
faces when you see them over the
break. I like to look for Him by star-
ing up at a Christmas tree while I
lay underneath it. Whatever you
do this season, keep Him in mind.
God has made himself visible ev-
erywhere, even in a grocery store’s
nativity.
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‘Harbor of Hope’ looks to provide for area homeless

Amy Ellingson
Staff Reporter

Until about five years ago Ted
Pearson was not a religious man.

He refused to believe that there
was a God that cared about him,
but on a November night in 1997
he realized that he was mistaken.
While the song “Amazing Grace”
was played before a George Fore-
man fight, Pearson realized that
God did care about him. Since that
night, Pearson has devoted much
of his time to helping others in need
and helping them get to know God.
‘While leading

niture,” Pearson said.

People without a place to stay
aren’t necessarily the only ones
who need the assistance of the
homeless shelter. Those who need
time away from family situations,
are lonely, and are suffering, need
the shelter just as much. Because
of this, the shelter aims to assist
not only the homeless, but the hurt-
ing as well. Even though some may
not share in Pearson’s understand-
ing and compassion towards the
homeless, his attorney, Tom Maul,
does.

Two weeks before Maul’s in-

volvement in

a Bible study the shelter
group, he was “For the last six months I've began, he
Pastor Tom  deltwith 150 20 peoplea  35c T
RSERR ok month without a place to A
ecutive direc- : piri a

tor of The Har- stay, food, or furniture  J9J osed to him
bor of Hope -Ted Pearson : a very impor-

Rescue Mis-
sion in Columbus. Beatty asked
him if he would be interested in
developing a homeless shelter in
Columbus and after much thought
and prayer, Pearson agreed.

‘When the word “homeless” is
mentioned while describing a per-
son, what images come to mind?
Perhaps a skinny, undernourished
man or woman, wearing worn cloth-
ing, sleeping on a sidewalk, or beg-
ging for pocket change. Maybe
they are standing next to the high-
way with a sign proclaiming “Will
Work For Food,” or pushing a
shopping cart full of their belong-
ings. Since these negative, stereo-
typical images of homeless people
are not normally seen in Columbus,
it means that Columbus doesn’t
have a problem with homelessness.
Right?

While working with this shelter
project and with other shelters,
Pearson has seen first hand that
Columbus definitely has a problem
with homelessness.

“For the last six months I've
dealt with 15 to 20 people a month
4 wlthout a place to stay, food, or fur—

tant question.
What can I do to help somebody?
His call was answered when Beatty
asked him if he was willing to help
with the legal portion of develop-
ing the shelter. Maul agreed to do
so free of charge. For him; this case
is very different.

“This is one of the few opportu-
nities I’ve had to do this type of
work for a nonprofit, charitable or-
ganization,” Maul said.

His job is to change zoning
classes so that a shelter can exist
in their selected location. It sounds
complicated, but Maul said he’s ba-
sically “helping them through city
beaurocracy.” Though the shelter
still has a long way to go, it has
already made a lot of progress to-
ward becoming a reality.

The shelter now has a special-
use permit, a purchase agreement,
and $105,000 out of the $170,000
raised. Once it is completely es-
tablished, the Harbor of Hope Res-
cue Mission shelter won’t be just
like any other. The mission will of-
fer the New Life Program, a drug
and alcohol rehabilitation program

‘that is scnpturally based The she]—

Students warm up to idea
of long Christmas break

Ryan Jablonski
Staff Reporter

Though the weather outside is
colder, the students are more ex-
cited about this particular Christ-
mas break. Scotus students have
two full weeks of Christmas break,
compared to the week and a half
that they usually get. Some stu-
dents have some great plans for
their long lazy days off.

Senior Steve Micek seems to be
confused about what he is going
to do during his Christmas break.
His options range from a trip to Chi-
cago to sitting at home and drink-
ing diet caffeine free soda. -

“Most Christmases I just stay at
home and drink soda and play my
video games,” Micek said.

Even though Micek’s schedule
contains little excitement,it could
be worse.

“I am going to stay home and
see if I can drink ten Red Bull’s in
one hour,” senior Tony Bayet said.

The combination of that much
caffeine and the overeating that
comes with the Holiday season

could have sluggishly disastrous
results in the future for Bayer.

Not everyone is going to be at
home drinking diet caffeine free
soda and Red Bull during the Holi-
day Season. Senior Nathan Fisher
is planning on taking a road trip.

“My parents and I are planning
on going to Cornlee for Christmas,”
Fisher said. “Sounds real exciting
if you have not ever been to a town
with twenty people, two bars and
an antique store.”

While Fisher has his fun all
planned for the Christmas season,
some will be using the extra time
off working hard at being lazy.

“I plan on lying on my couch
and not moving anything except
for my hand to my mouth and fin-
gers to change the channel,” se-
nior Josh Giustra said.

Overall, the option of lying
around during the long Christmas
break has been the best thing to
do to spend two weeks out of
school. Those who are traveling
though, hopefully will have more
fun than twenty people, two bars,
and an antique store.

P arenting: Dolls go everywhere

Nagengast said she enjoyed the -

chance to be a parent. She said
that the baby looked real to her, and
it made her feel like a real mother.
Others, however, were embar-
rassed about having to take the
baby with them everywhere they
went.

“I got really weird looks from
older people when I was carrying
the baby,” said junior Amanda
Krings.

Senior Anna Evans received the
same reaction when she went with
senior Jocelyn Karsk to the library.

“Three old ladies thought that
the babies were real at first,” said
Evans. “When they figured out the
babies weren’t real, they kept nam-
ing our babies and they wouldn’t
leave us alone.”

After the simulation'ended, the

from page 1
participants had different thoughts
about being parents

Krings said that carrying the
baby everywhere taught her some
lessons.

“It taught me how much work
they take,” said Krings.

However, the program made
Nagengast more excited about be-
ing a parent. She also said that the
similation also showed her the fi-
nancial burden a baby requires.

The student reactions to the ex-
ercise were mixed, but as Fuscher
pointed out, the situation is a little
different from parenting. Whether
being active in the simulation is
completely,accurate or not, it makes
an impact on the students

“Being a parent wasn’t bad,”
said Krings, “but I'm glad I don’t
have to do it for a while.”

ter also offers its residents knowl-
edge about the gospel ‘and the
teachings of Jesus in a home-
based setting. It is believed that
the religious touch the shelter
gives will make a dramatic differ-
ence in its people.

“When somebody comes to a
point of knowing Jesus,” Pearson
said, “that changes them for the rest
of their life.”

Not only will the shelter largely
benefit the lives of its residents, the
city of Columbus will see some
positive changes as well.

Since the shelter isn’t state run,
taxpayers won’t have to contrib-
ute their money to pay for it. The
shelter operates totally on private
donations from businesses and in-
dividuals. Its actually a form of

tax relief. The city’s
law enforcement
won’t have the task
of finding temporary.
places for the home-
less to stay anymore,
and churches who

: Send a donation to:

d t AZ L
z::e&ﬂgggégngthg The Harbor of Hope Rescue Mission
less fortunate will be P.O. Box 1064
relieved as well. Columbus, NE 68601

“I believe the mis-

How you can help

Call for a volunteer application:
(402) 563-1096

sion will do more for
the city of Columbus
than it does for the homeless
people,” Pearson said.

The invaluable amount of good
that the Harbor of Hope Rescue
Mission will be doing for others is
setting an example of compassion,
caring, and understanding to the

rest of the city. Many have do-
nated time and money to helping
this cause, and those working on
the project hope more will follow.

With that in mind, an important
question arises. What can YOU
do to help somebody?

L
AMY ELLINGSON/ROCK BOTTOM

Ted Pearson, left, and Tom Maul sit outside Columbus’ new homeless shelter. Both men have been
essential in the development of the shelter.

Your holiday gift'guide

Looking for the perfect gift for
that whiny sibling? Or maybe
you’re scanning the market for ad-
ditions to your own Christmas wish
list. Here’s a look at what’s hot this
Christmas season.

Top Five Holiday Classics for
Kids:

1. How the Grinch Stole Christmas
2. Hanukkah

3. The Night Before Christmas

4. Hershel and the Hanukkah Gob-
lins

5. A Christmas Carol

Top Five Non-Fiction Books for
Adults:

1. From a Buick 8- Stephen King
2. The Murder Book- Jonathan
Kellerman

3. Qs for Quarry- Sue Grafton

4. White Doves at Morning- James
Lee Burke

5. Seek My Face- John Updike

“best pizza in town”
1819 Howard Bivd.
Columbus, NE 68601

770 33rd Ave.
Columbus

Hot Gifts for Kids:

1. Barbie Anywhere Gift Set

2. Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 4

3. Grand Theft Auto: Vice City

4. Radio Controlled Crocodile
Hunter Truck

5. Sistine Chapel 3-D Puzzle

6. Harry Potter Whomping Willow
Game

7. Operation

8. Disney Princess Enchanted
Dream Ball Game

9. Little Tikes Patio Playhouse

10. Extreme Snow Boggan «

Harry Potter Hot Gifts:

1. LEGO has many products like:
“Chamber of Secrets,” “Harry Pot-
ter and Hogwarts and Castle,” and
“Aragog in the Dark Forest Set”.
2. “Harry’s Levitating Challenge™
3. Harry Potter and the Sorcerers
Stone- Daniel Radcliffe
4. “The Dueling Club”

PAM JOHNSON/ROCK BOTTOM

Custom

Mexican Restaurant

2453 - 33rd Avenue
Columbus, NE
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Passion for wheels drives competition among teen’s cars

Ryan Jablonski
Staff Reporter

Movies like the Fast and the
Furious and Gone in 60 Seconds
have brought a new fade to cars to
the small teenage community of Co-
lumbus. Not all cars in town can
make the quarter mile in 13.9, but
those who own cars that can, don’t
care. Then there are some cars that
are fast, but not all that furious.
Scotus has seen its share of good
cars as well as the cars that can
only be laughed at
when seen in

Sledding preview ‘02:

Matt Krings
Editor

The wintertime can be as hectic
as ever. With crazed shoppers, holi-
day travels, and decorations ga-
lore, some can find no time for fun.
The lack of snow has made it diffi-
cult for some types of winter fun,
in particular, sledding. When the
snow does fall, the hunt for find-
ing the best hills in town starts
and the fun begins.

The topography of Columbus is
relatively flat. Finding these hills
is definitely not an easy task. In
town, there are not too many good
places to take the ol’ toboggan.

“When I was younger I used to
go to the airport after they shovels
the huge piles of snow of the run-
ways,” freshman Nicole Sobotka
said. “Other than that, there really
is no where else to sled within city
limits.”

Finding good sledding spots is

not impossible around here. Northi-

< of town are plenty of huge hills.
Sophomore Jeff Olmer said some
of the smaller ones are his favorite.

the parking lot.

Senior Jon Schueth has one of
those cars that makes someone
look and ask, what was the manu-
facture thinking? The Nova, or No
Go if translated from the Spanish
name, has been at the school for
the past three years.

“The car was my parents, and I
guess I was special enough to carry
on its legacy,” Schueth said. “It’s
nothing fancy; it justs gets me
where I need to go, if it starts.”
To say that it just gets you where

e you need to go
isalittle un-

“On the east side of Lake North,
there are some fun sledding hills,”
Olmer said. “You can set up crazy
ramps halfway down the hills. Sled-
ding down with a friend and trying
to knock him

derstatement for some cars. Senior
Shane Kelly graced the parking lot
this year with his new 5.0 liter Mus-
tang.

“It moves a lot faster than my
old car,” Kelly said. “It’s not the
nicest looking car, but it turns some
heads.”

Kelly said that he has always had
the opinion that Fords aren’t al-
ways the best car to have, but he
will take his new wheels without
any complaints.

Another car in the parking lot that
doesn’t quiet have the same head
turning ability as Kelly’s, would be
Senior Victor Tira’s Ford
Festiva, better

“There is one down side though,
carrying the sled back up the hills.”
With the right kind of sled, sled-
ding can be an entertaining ride
wherever they are used. There are
three types of

over is fun be- basic sleds.
cause there “{OU can set UP Cfaly ramps First, there is
are so many halfway down the hills. the : (EH0N
your friend.” SICddlng down with a foot diameter

The small, . . circle. Al-
two-second  friend and trying to knock hotkhe ) the
sled rides are i i A metal ones pro-
good and fun him over is fun ,, duce more
for the time -Jeff Olmer speed, they are
being. To ex- much more

perience the best place to sled
around Columbus, sledders have
to look a few miles out of town.
Camp Luther has been used for
years as a summer get-a-way for
kids and a calm escape from busy
city life. None of these uses can
compare to the fun of sledding
down its giant hills. Sophomore
Andy Hadland has eéxperienced the
ultimate sledding experience.
“The best place to sled is defi-
nitely Camp Luther,” Hadland said.

EMPLOYEE

yVee

OWNED FOOD STORES

Columbus, Nebraska
Kitchen - Catering - Bakery

Proud Supporter of Scotus High School!

Columbug, NE 68601
Dave and Linda Detwrk

Open 7:00 a.m. -

2714 13th St

&:00 .. -7

SNEAKER

“Your Athletic Footwear Specialists”

30 Center Mall

ATTORNEY AT LAW

UL

2468 18th AVENUE,

COLUMBUS, NE 68602-0145

TELEPHONE (402) 564-5880
FACSIMILE (402) 564-7767

EMAIL : maullaw@megavision.com

P.O. BOX 145

dangerous. When someone wipes
out, the plastic version will help
reduce the pain of it all.

The most common type of sleds
are the long, skinny, flat ones.
These provide a comfortable ride
down a hill, without many bumps
and bruises along the way. These
sleds can be boring, but finding
new ways to-position the:body
of them can make them bet-
ter.

Finally the old fashion

known as “The Bubble.” Tira
knows of a few other words that
people use to describe his car:

“Ha, Ha, Ha,” he said.

Tira aslo said that he is putting
his Bubble to the test against Jake
Otte’s car.

For a car that can really fly, jun-
ior Brian Malicky has something in
store for you. His SS Camaro is pro-
claimed to be the fastest car in
school by the majority of Scotus’
Senior High.

“The thing flies,”
Malicky o
said. .

toboggans. Toboggans are multi-
person Sleds with metal blades on
the bottom for maximum speed.
Eighth grader Jozef Robak said to-
boggans are the best kind of sled
because the ride down in not so
lonely.

“If I was sledding by myself I
would not use a toboggan,” Robak
said. “It would be a
hassle to carry
the thing up
a hill all
by

“It has affected my life in so many
ways. I just don’t think I could get
up in the morning and look out the
window and not see it there.”

Even if you have a rickety old
junker, or a sleek stallion on wheels,
the freedom that comes along with
the car is all by itself worth it. Tt
takes you places you need to go,
and it is an easy way to spend more
time.with your friends. Don’t take
driving lightly, Junior Bobbie
Korgie didn’t realize how good it
was to drive, until his car would
not start.

When and if snow flies,
students look to the hills

yourself.”

With a few weeks until winter,
the only thing sledding fanatics
can do is anticipate the next big
snow. Hopefully the Nebraska
weather will not let all the snow melt
within a day after it falls.
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Entertainment

Upcoming
Events and
Area Concerts

Fri D

When Breaks the Dawn,
Hawthorne, Trial By
Error, and Truth in Ruin
RNS Skateboard Shop
13436 L Street

Omaha, NE

Hardcore music on a hardcore day.
5 bucks, 4 bands, 3 hours, 2 stages,
1 night. Doors at 7:30, show from
8:00- 11:00 pm. All ages.

Saturday, Dec. 14
Get Up Kids, Hey
Mercedes

Sokol Auditorium

13th and Martha
Omaha, NE

Advance Tickets Available at all
Homer’s locations, online at 1%

tions, or by calling 800-262-
9592. $15. Show starts at 8:00 pm.
Allages.

/2 Dec 1
Three Horned Penguin,
GFN, The Not So Thins,
and Point Blanc
Ranch Bowl
1600 S. 72nd St. (393-0900)
Lincoln, NE

Punk bands and one hard rock
band.

friday, Dec. 20
Def Leppard
Mid-America Center
Council Bluffs, A

One of the biggest bands in the
world just across the river! Tick-
ets: $35 through Ticketmaster. 7:30
showtime.

Summer Too Late, Force
that Binds, and Device
Rebels Rock

Council Bluffs, IA

Three sweet bands that will rock
your socks off! $5. 7:00 pm. All ages.

My Raging Mind; The
Floater; Eponymous, and
When Breaks the Dawn
RNS Skateboard Shop

13436 L Street

Omaha, NE 68137

This show is a benefit show for
CRFA (Cancer Research Founda-
tion of America). The proceeds go
to the foundation, and support re-
search.

Friday, Jan. 3

Felt, The Floaters,
Eponymous, and My
Raging Mind

RNS Skateboard Shop
13436 L Street
Omaha, NE 68137

They are showing 4 local punk

~bands. Come see some 4 great acts
play the first RNS show of the New
Year! $5. Doors at 7:30 pm. Show at
8-11 pm. All ages.
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Rock Bottom Review:

Second Harry Potter movie worthy tribute to book

Lauren Maul
Editor

Boys should see Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets be-
cause of a flying car, Quidditch,
Aragog, and the slaying of a Ba-
silisk.

Girls should see this film be-
cause of Oliver Wood.

Let me explain a few things first .
off: Quidditch is a sport played
on brooms, Aragog is a giant
man-eating spider, and a Basilisk
is an enormous snake with a
deadly gaze.

Oliver Wood, as played by
Sean Biggerstaff, just happens to
be the very good-looking captain
of Harry Potter’s Quidditch team.
He also has a Scottish accent. Did
I mention that he is good-look-
ing?

Anyway, I saw this film over
Thanksgiving break with my thir-
teen-year old cousin. We were
amazed at all the different kinds
of people that went to the movie.
There were old people, teenag-
ers, and teeny little kids. In fact,
this little bratty girl sat behind me
and kept kicking my head. De-
spite the painful distraction of
having my head used as a hairy
soccer ball, I thoroughly enjoyed
this movie.

This movie was based on the

second book in the Harry Potter
series. My cousin and I had both
read all the books, but I know of
people who did not read the
books and still got a kick out of
the movie. (When I say they “got
a kick out of the movie,” I don’t
mean it literally because no little
kids ever kicked them in the head
while they were watching the
movie.)

The film starts out when a
house elf, Dobby, attempts to
keep Harry Potter (Daniel

Hogwarts,

that lie within

Radcliffe) away from
his
school. Dobby causes a lot
of magical mayhem in
Harry’s non-magical aunt
and uncle’s home. Later,
Harry Potter’s
friends, the Weasleys, res-
cue him from his aunt and
uncle’s home in a flying car.
The car and Dobby were ex-
actly how I imagined them.
In fact, almost everything in
this film was exactly how I
imagined it would be while I
was reading the book.

To keep a long story
short, there is a massive
mystery at Hogwarts that
deals with The Chamber of
Secrets. Harry, along with
his two best friends, Ron
Weasley (Rupert Grint) and
Hermione Granger (Emma
Watson), uncover the secrets

the film makers could have done
it. They wanted to include impor-
tant information from the book
along with memorable scenes, and
they did they best they could.
Later on in the movie, the scenes
are longer and flow smoothly.

To make a long story short,
mayhem (including a giant spider
and an awesome Quidditch
scene) ensues and Harry winds
up killing a giant snake. The spe-
cial effects were marvelous and
the ending was so happy I almost
cried. The acting was believable,
the props and scenery were magi-
cal, and the overall film was fan-
tastic.

No matter how great a film may
be, the book is always better. For
those of you who have yet to read
the Harry Potter series, I highly
recommend you do so.

Allin all, I give this movie 9 out
of 10 stars.

magic

school

the Chamber.
The first half
of the film is
very jumpy and
the transitions
between
scenes don’t
flow all that
well. But then
again, I don’t
know how else

Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets

Stars: Dan Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma
Watson

Lauren’s Rock Bottom Rating:
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Rock Bottom Review:

Conga restaurant has bright spots, room to improve

Lauren Maul
Editor

If you ever feel like waiting a long time and
then eating a lot of food and have two hours
to spare, come on down to the Congo Bar
and Grille. But don’t order the pork tacos.

The Congo Bar and Grille, located on 23"
street in the old Chinese restaurant building,
is relatively new on the dining scene. I ate
there on a Friday night, and despite popular
belief, the restaurant was not crowded at all.
At first glance, the place seems a little ritzy,
having a couple chandeliers hanging from the
ceiling, But actually, it’s just a regular sort of
place tofenjoy a meal. The restaurant was
clean and our waitress was incredibly nice.
Unfortunately, there was only one waitress
assigned to five tables, so the service was
less than prompt.

I had the bright idea to order the pork tacos.
Sadly, they were not very good. The pork was
dry and tough and the “soft” taco shells were
stale and brittle. Luckily, my companions fared
better with their orders. The avocado salad,
the chicken salad, the hamburger, and the
steak burrito were just fine and safe to eat.
The 7-ounce steak was more than “medium
rare” but the accompanying potato and salad
were just fine and dandy. Our appetizer of
delicious fried mushrooms filled me up
enough that I didn’t starve by not eating my
pork tacos.

I fell into a bit of luck: the waitress acciden-
tally brought us a steak sirloin. I had already
started ‘in-on-the potate-when; the waitress
realized her mistake. She simply replaced the
potato and delivered the steak to the proper
table. I “accidentally” let it slip that I was writ-
ing a restaurant review and two minutes later

the steak was mine again. Luckily, the other
table hadn’t eaten any of it. This may not
have been sanitary, but the sirloin steak tasted
just fine to me. The waitress conveniently left
it off our bill.

The restaurant had a jukebox, a dancefloor,
a pool table, and a bar. The jukebox worked
great, the dancefloor had tables on it, and the
pool table was occupied.

This restaurant offers both Mexican and
American food. Overall, it was a good time.
The bill was way more than I usually pay
(since all the dinners were around the $10
range,) the food took a little too long to get to
our table, but I got a free sirloin steak. Hence,
the evening ‘was:a-success.

Bottom line: clean restrooms, clean atmo-
sphere, Enrique Iglesias blasting from the juke-
box, and relatively good food.

7. __ golden rings
9.Nine____amilking

1Q. Three French. .

12. Abbreviation for Christ-
mas

15. Twelve

19. Six geese a g

21. A partridge was in this:
pear.

22. Not main dish

23. Celebrate the birth of the

deer

deer

T waltz
24. piping
26.Ten ___aleaping
27.Seven___aswimming

29. Sandwich place

32. After the partridge

34. The only gift left

35. Color of the season

36. The Rock Bottom wishes
you

terback

resents
Down: %

1. Rudolph, Reindeer

“Christmas Songs”

4. Makes stockings

5. A song or poem

6. Wrapping decoration

8. Reindeer with an ‘X’

11. Heavenly bodied rein-

13. Valentine reindeer
14. The most famous rein-

16. Reindeer doing the

17. What one does after
shaking present

18. Strutting reindeer

20. To give right of way
25. Reindeer after the quar-

28. Santa’s belly will do this
29. Dressing reindeer
30. Kid who are this get no

31. Winter sport equipment
33. To give a speech

SCOoTUS '{i’ WORD

2tarnoscik

Across: 2. Something a pine tree
1% The _(three words)_  |acks e By cotey
Christmas 3. You know [ b

Tales of My Meager Existence at Scotus
By: Lauren Maul

Mother, I just
pretend to be
one for a class
project.

After a few embarrassing experiences with the
plastic babies, Mrs. Carmen Johnson made
these T-Shirts out of curtains for her students to

wear.

justin CD1.
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1464 26th Avenue P.O. Box 606
Columbus, NE 68602-0606
(402)564-2731
(800) 645-6705 (NE only)
FAX (402) 562-6018

www. unitedbank.com

2811438t
Columbus, NE

AUDIO/ VlgEO

exper

Dairy
Queen

brazier

Hot Eats...Cool Treats

665 33rd Ave
Columbus, NE 68601
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Key to sport
success all in
thumbs

You know it’s a wonderful world
we live in when we can vicariously
live our athletic lives in a television
set.

Much of my precious time has
been spent in front of my televi-
sion, Playstation 2 controller in
hand, and a sporting game blasted
up on volume. I have come to
many conclusions from my video
game experiences.

The more you play a sport on a
video game console, the better you
will become at the sport. There is
no way this theory of mine could
not be true. For example, many, in-
cluding me, have been addicted to
the NCAA College Football games.
The realistic player features are a
huge contribution to the entertain-
ment value of the game, but that is
not what makes it golden. The
game play is ridiculously superior.
Reading coverages is a must, and
the velocity of your passes is key.
If you do not become any better at
football after going through the real
situations presented to you on that
game, you obviously do not appre-
ciate a chance to become a better
football player.

The Scotus football’s team goal
for the 2003 season is to win the
statecChampionship. That mission
would become much easier if ev-
ery player had a video football
game to take part in. Coach Cozad,
it is just a $50 investment for each
player, and you can’t put a price
on winning.

Some people do not like a cer-
tain sport because of lack of un-
derstanding. Let me tell you now,
soccer is not appreciated as much
as it should be: Grabbing any FIFA
game should turn anyone s hate for
soccer into a positive 180. I am
guaranteeing satisfaction with any
FIFA soccer game.

Being in the hick state of Ne-
braska, most people are not at-
tracted to foreign sports. Rugby is
not usually a well-known sport. I
am almost positive most do not
know the rules of rugby or the fun
that playing it actually is. When
EA Sports came out with a Rugby
game, it was hard to get into it at
first. After learning the rules and
strategies of the game, I am now
unstoppable. I am to Rugby as
Mike Adelman is to Monkey Ball.

Playing video gamies is all good
and fun, but some people take it to
a whole new level. I have heard
that some people have huge tour-
naments of College Football. Their
rooms consist of brackets for the
weeks games. An unhealthy ob-
session has taken over if you ask
me, and I think it is completely lu-
dicrous.

The top three games a true
gamer and athlete must have are:
NCAA Football 2003, FIFA Soccer
2003, and Rugby. If you can get
any three games for Christmas be
sure to add these to the list. It will
not only provide you with the most

- fun ever, but you will be a much

- better athlete. Just invest all your
time into sitting on your couch play-
ing video games.

Basketball players shoot off new season

Craig Staroscik
Editor-in-Chief

Last week Nebraska kicked off its winter
sports season, as did both Shamrock basket-
ball teams here at home against Hastings St.
Cecilia. Last year the girls’ team finished sec-
ond at the state tournament, while the boys
ended their season with a loss to Columbus
Lakeview at in districts. Both teams are looking
forward to this year and are eager to improve
from last year’s performance.

After coming off an incredibly successful
season last year, the second-ranked Shamrock
girls have a lot to live up too. The team finished
their first game with a win, defeating Hastings
St. Cecilia 60-34. The rest of the season’s sched-
ule does not appear so easy, said head coach
Sean Wickham. Still, he said the players are op-
timistic.

“I know that we have a lot of though teams
on our schedule that are better than they were a
year ago,” Wickham said. “A lot of those teams
that we played last year were young, and now
they have the experience on us.”

Experience is something that the girls may
be lacking. The team lost all of its five starters
from last year. One of the biggest challenges

the young team will face this year is living up to
the runner-up standards of last year’s team.
Wickham said that this year’s incoming starters
are doing a good job of organizing and motivat-
ing the team.

“I’m looking forward to the development of
the team,” Wickham said. “We have a lot of
young kids who don’t have a lot of varsity or
Jjunior varsity experience.”

On the opposite side of the court is the
Scotus boys’ team. Coach Merlin Lahm’s team
finished on a sour note last year, losing to their
across-town rivals the Lakeview Vikings. The
team comes into this season prepared and hope-
ful, despite losing their opener to the Bluehawks
59-41. With hopes to avoid the shortcomings
of last year, conditioning for this year’s team

started in the fall for some seniors, and the Sham- .

rocks have been training like crazy ever since.

“It has been a lot of hard work so far,” senior
Mike Zadina said, “but I think it is going to
make us better during the season.”

Coach Lahm said that he is looking forward
to the group of players he has this year and
that he expects much improvement with the help
of his returning seniors.

“I think we’ve got a lot of experience with
leadership with seven seniors,” Lahm said.

“That should be a real strength for us. It does
not mean everything to have experienced play-
ers, but goes a long way toward helping people
understanding what needs to be done and the
intensity which you need to play at.”

Coach Lahm also said that he is hoping that
the Shamrock’s performance will appear better
this season. After facing “monstrous” compe-
tition last year, Lahm said that the teams Scotus
will face this year will determine how well the
team is overall. The Shamrocks hope that the
preseason rankings, which put Wahoo
Neumann and Grand Island Central Catholic as
first and second, are overrated. Both teams are
in Scotus’ conference, but the team feels that it
stands a good chance.

“I’'m exited about the group of people that
we have and the chemistry our team has,” Lahm
said. “We’ve asked them to make some adjust-
ments, we’ve asked them to change their game,
and we’ve asked them to change the way they
do things, and they’ve really responded well.”

Last week’s opener was an opportunity for
both teams to prove their worth out on the court.
While the season is still unpredictable at this
point, the Shamrocks feel they have a good idea
of what to expect. The fans will have even more
to look forward to.

this year will play out.

Going in for two...

Sophomore Ann Beiermann springs up for the a shot in the matchup be-
tween second ranked Scotus and unrated Hastings St. Cecilia. The girls
won the game 60-34, while the Scotus boysfell 59-41. While both scores
seem to bring an echo of last year’s finishes, the teams are yet unsure how

Fall Sports Wrap-u
Fall sports yield 4
top-10 finishes

Football
The football team got off to a rocky start,
but came together to win the last three games.
Led by the senior captains, the Shamrocks were
able to turn around their beginning frustrations
to have the season come to a positive end.
State Finish: 33 Varsity - 3-5
Junior Varsity - 3-2 Freshman - 3-2

Voll
The volleyball team stormed through the
2002 season, finishing without dropping a
match. This completes the programs’s second
straight undefeated season. Including all three
levels of play, Scotus volleyball has won 95
matches in a row.
State Finish: #1
Junior Varsity - 11-0

Girls Cross Country
The cross country team was an overall suc-
cess in 2002. Although young, the girls were
able to three-péeat at state!’ BELIA AGEL
State Finish: #1
1 place finishes at Lakeview Triangular and
Duel; Scotus, North Bend, UNK, David
City Invite, and at the Conference, Districts

Boys Cross Country
The boys were ranked in the top 10 this year
for the first time in a long while.
State Finish: 7
1% place finishes at Lakeview Dual, David City
Invite, and Conference

Girls Golf
Led by All-State golfer Danielle Bernt, the
girls golf team had a fabulous season. They
went on to win the district meet and finished
an impressive 3™ at the state meet.
State Finish: 3
Varsity - 1* place finishes at the Blair and
Oakland-Craig Invites, and Districts

Varsity - 29-0
Freshman - 9-0
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Final barrier to halfway mark: semester tests

Eric Grubaugh
Editor

For 17 and a half weeks they
have slaved away at their work.
Each day more and more tasks are
piled on. As new information is
added, some of the work of yore
gets buried in the memory banks;
sometimes it is not-so-easily re-
called. Who are these dogged la-
borers? Students, of course. And
now, after 17 and a half weeks of
study, they are expected to dredge
their memories to bring back infor-
mation handed to them the first day
of classes with the coming of the
semester tests.

“I don’treally care,” junior Sally
DeTurk said. “I plan to study
enough so I can pass, and that’s
Y

Many students share this apa-
thetic attitude, even when they
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have to recall facts from four and
five months earlier.

“I might study just a little,” sev-
enth grader Chris Herdzina said,
“but they don’t really affect
your grade, so why bother?”

The fact that there are two
weeks of Christmas vacation
before semester tests does not
seem to affect students, either.
But that seems to be because
there are still two weeks after
Christmas break before stu-
dents actually take the tests,
and almost the entire week of the
tests is spent in review. Many stu-
dents do not do much of their regu-
lar homework over the break either.
It gets put off until the Sunday
night before they come back. With
such a lackadaisical approach to
semester tests, there are bound to
be some very difficult tests.

“P. E. was always the hardest

because I could never tell the dif-
ference between the systems or the
types of energy and all that stuff,”
DeTurk said.

Wi really don’t care. |
plan to study enough
so that | can pass, and
that’s it.

-Sally DeTurk 99

The days prior to the tests spent
reviewing seem to take a little of
the edge off the difficult tests for
some. ..

“English would have been the
toughest,” eighth grader Lance
Schmidt said, “but we reviewed for
like three days before it, so it wasn’t
that bad.”

...and for others it doesn’t seem

Unconditional love from a petis a

Lauren Maul
Editor

If your grandpa had arthritis and
his medication was expensive,
would you kill him to save money?
Hopefully, that answer is NO.
Many pet owners, when faced with
similar circumstances, also say NO
to the big sleep.

People who do not have cher-
ished pets seem to be the only folks
who believe that spending large

amounts of money on animals is

preposterous. But for those lucky
individuals who do have pets, no
expense is too great to take care of
a beloved pet.

Connie Felger, besides being a
Spanish teacher at Scotus, is a full-
time mom. She has four little girls:

Lucy, Chelsea, Lori, and Lady-{}

These girls love their mother un-
conditionally. They greet her at the
door, watch over her while she
grades Spanish tests, check up on
her while she sleeps, and shed all
over the furniture. No, Felger does
not have four hairy children.
She has four loving Dalmg-

L

tian dogs.

“T’ve always had pets,” Felger
said. “They’re worth every penny
I spend on them.”

Felger has had more than her
share of veterinarian bills. Her pre-
vious dog, Magnum, required her
to spend $50 a month for medical
supplies. Chelsea recently had a
$700 surgery for a leg injury. But
that’s a
small
price to

pay for
some-

that will love you unconditionally.

“They are always happy to see
me,” Felger said, “and always a
comfort.”

Instead of purchasing these
pure-bred dogs, Felger adopted
these girls because no one else
seemed to want them.

Senior Katie Swoboda, on the
other hand, shelled out $400 for
her new dog.

“My mom wanted a dog,”
Swoboda said, “because she
doesn’t want to be lonely when 1
go off to college.”

Swoboda recently pur-
chased a new Maltese puppy
whom she named Zoe.

Zoe was the last dog to be
purchased from the breeder,
and Swoboda gave her a lov-
ing home. sl o

“She brings me nothing but
joy,” Swoboda said, “but she
pooped on my bed a week

ago.”
Despite these
little unpleasant
Surprisecs,
Swoboda is happy

to matter.

“The tests are easy because we
review so much,” eighth grader
Mike Lange said, “and a lot of the

questions are so obvious, but I

would rather have the review be-

cause it wastes class time, and
you don’t have to pay atten-
tion.”

Time does not seem to
weaken students’ careless view
of semester tests. As the years
go on, the tests may change, but
the attitudes do not seem to.

“The tests have become more
difficult,” DeTurk said, “but that
just makes me hate them more.”

Senior Emily Cleary seems to
agree with DeTurk’s outlook.

“I used to hate them,” Cleary
said, “but I would still do them.
Now, 1 still hate them and don’t
capg. i

“Don’t care” is a very common

theme among students regarding
semester tests. How can this be?
The semester tests are an evalua-
tion of everything they have
learned and retained for the school
year. Why isn’t that important fo
students? Shouldn’t they want to
see where they are at? Perhaps the
reason is what Herdzina men-
tioned. The semester tests do not
affect students’ grades very much.
Semester tests are only worth ten
percent of a student’s semester
grade. In some instances there are
students who can receive a 14 per-
cent on the test and still keep an A
in the class. Perhaps if the tests
were worth a bigger percentage of
the grade and had a larger impact
on the semester grade, students
would start caring a little more...or
perhaps that would make the tests
more difficult and just make stu-
dents hate the tests more.

priceless commodity

to be a dog owner. Swoboda actu-
ally has another pet, a bird who
whistles The Andy Griffith Show
theme song.

“But sadly,” Swoboda said, “he
has lost his top place in the family
[to the dog]. Sorry.”

Senior Nick Hall is used to hav-

‘€My dog) brings me nothing
but joy, but she pooped on
my bed a week ago.

-Katie Swoboda

ing a dog around. Coco, Hall’s toy
poodle, is a whopping 15 years old.

“She was born on Mother’s Day
and was a gift for my mom,” Hall
said, “but she’s really been-a pet
for the whole family.”

Coco has lived a good life, but
Hall said because of old age and
stress from being pestered by his
little sister, Coco’s once-trademark
cocoa-colored coat is now practi-
cally white. In addition to Coco’s
graying hair, Coco also suffers from

2

arthritis, cataracts, and deafness.

“I think she’s having problems
with her bowels now, too,” Hall
said. “We should get her into the
vet.”

Freshman Shayla Christiansen is
the lucky owner of two dogs and
two cats. She prefers the dogs over

cats because “the cats are al-
ways sleeping.”
Christiansen’s Boxer dog,
Sophie, recently had an expen-
sive surgery to have a tumor
removed. In addition to the tu-
mor, Sophie also suffers from
arthritis, which is also very ex-
pensive.
Christiansen doesn’t complain
about the costs, though.
“They’re part of the family,”
Christiansen said, “if you’re not
going to be with your pets, it’s not
worth it.”

Whether it’s abandoned
Dalmations or a whistling bird, tak-
ing care of pets really pays off ac-
cording to Scotus pet owners. The
payoff might not be financial, but
it’s hard to put a price tag on un-
conditional love.

Mr. Shamrock Pageant looking to bring laughs to Scotus

Scott Becker
Rock Bottom Correspondent

With a brilliantly faked smile,
the contestant nervously steps up
to the microphone. After botching
a juggling act in the talent compe-
tition, the contestant knows it’s
going to take some fine strutting in
the eveningwear competition to
win over the crowd. The lights are
getting brighter. A bead of sweat
drips down his forehead.

Did that just say kis forehead?
Yes. This is not the Miss America
pageant, but the first Mr. Shamrock

contest. The Scotus Student Coun-
cil is planning a show like Mr. Uni-
verse, only the contestants will be
members of the student body, and
the winner will be crowned Mr.
Shamrock.

Senior Tara Zabawa is on the
Mr. Shamrock Committee, and said
that the pageant has been success-
ful at other schools.

“Columbus has had a Mister
Discoverer contest for the past
couple years,” she said. “We
wanted to do it last year but it
didn’t work out.”

This year, the members of stu-
dent council want
to make the dream

Council

soon

Mr. Shamrock
Pageant
Competitors: Upperclass boys

Competition categories:
talent, eveningwear, interview

Sponsored by: Scotus Student

Applications will be available

areality
“It’s really just
for fun,” said Mr.
Shamrock Com-
mittee member
Adam Wick.
“Whoever gets
the audience in-
volved the most
will probably win.”
Those inter-
ested in compet-
ing for the title of
Mr. Shamrock will
need to fill out an
application. If
there are too many
candidate appli-
cants, ten com-
petitors will be

drawn at random. The chance to be a
contestant in the competition will be
offered to the senior boys first. If there
are not enough contestants, the
chance will then be offered to any jun-
ior boys interested.

The judges of the contest will con-
sist of faculty members, students, and
a few people outside of school, ac-
cording to Zabawa. Student Council
sponsor Becki Zanardi and Zabawa
will host the event.

The competition itself will consist
of a talent contest, eveningwear com-
petition, and a video interview, re-
corded before the contest and viewed
after the talent contest. Prizes will be
awarded to the runners-up and win-
ner.
Zanardi said that applications will
be available sometime in the second
semester. The contest will then be dur-
ing the week of St. Patrick’s Day, al-
though Zanardi said that plans for the
contest could change.

Wick said that the contest will take
place at the end of a school day, much
like a pep rally. He said that in the fu-
ture the student council will look into
holding the contest in the evening.

The student council is planning the
event but help is needed with the deco-
rations, music, and more. Living the
faith hours will be offered to anyone
who volunteers to help after school.

“Overall, this contest should be an
end-of-the-year moral booster,” said
Zanardi.

Okay, Mr. Shamrock will probably not look like this.

Scotus boys will get a chance to strut their stuff in the

March contest..
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Talking to strangers can be more healthy than harmful

Still
Helping

You're
Not

Before I get off an elevator, I al-
ways get the urge to tell the other
passengers in the elevator “thank
you.” When I told my sister this
the other day as we stepped off the
elevator she said, “Why tell them
‘thank you’ when they didn’t do
anything?” But for some reason, I
think it’s polite to say something
on the elevator and I feel awkward

Too marny channels, too many changes, boggles

They’ve been added, sub-
tracted, mixed and matched so
many times that I’m not sure if 1
need to be going up or down. I was
just getting used to the old setup
and then BAM they change it on
me again. I flip to where I expect to
find Comedy Central and I find the
Bravo channel in its place. The

when I don’t. “Thank you” just
seems like a good standby. You
know, “thank you” for not attack-
ing me in the elevator, “thank you”
for not invading my personal space
bubble, “thank you” for not glar-
ing at me while the elevator was in
motion.

The reason why no one talks in
elevators is because it’s impossible
to have a meaningful conversation
in the amount of time it takes to go
from floor to floor. Maybe there
would be time if we could simply
skip the formalities. No “Hello, I'm
so-and-so, what’s your name?”
Why not just jump right into,
“What’s the secret of happiness?”
“Why are you still alive?” “What
will you be thinking about tomor-
row?”

But this would scare the other
elevator passengers. They would
think I have Terret’s syndrome and
step far away from me. I have never
tried this “skipping formalities”
thing on an elevator, but feel that I

Disney channel stepped in over
TNN. I just thank my lucky stars
that ESPN stayed in the same spot.

The cable company must get
extremely bored. Hey, there’s noth-
ing else to do, so they can mess
with the heads of the customers
they have left and rearrange all of
their channels. I see how that could
be amusing—almost. It just con-
fuses me. No wonder so many
people are going to satellites now.
At least those channels aren’t
scrambled around after a few
months. Plus, who wouldn’t want
500 channels, including 30 chan-
nels of music, 30 channels of
sports, 50 channels of movies, and
20 channels you can’t order until
you’re 18? I know I would need all
that, as opposed to the all-inclu-
sive 70 channels I have presently.

Where did 70 channels come
from?? I remember a time when it
was only about 40 channels, and I

should. If not that, maybe I will jump
as high as I can right when the el-
evator starts and see what the other
passengers do. Maybe they will try
the same thing when no one else is
on the elevator. It’s fun, you should

try it.

You don’t have to
sniff butts to make
strangers into
people.

It’s not just elevator “courtesies”
that confuse me, it’s the way ev-
eryone is expected to act in public.
No shouting out random remarks,
no staring at strangers, no sitting
next to strangers when there’s an
empty seat across the room... and
the list goes on. I understand the
“no staring” policy,  because that
creeps even me out, but not sitting
next to people you don’t know?

I guess if | only
want five channels
I could just get rid

of the cable.

didn’t know what to do with them
all then. Now what am I supposed
to do? At one time there was Life-
time for women. Now there’s Life-
time, Oxygen, WE, Home and Gar-
den, and Lifetime Movie Network
for women. Once there was only
ESPN for sports. Now we have
ESPN, ESPN2, and Fox Sports. For
kids it used to be Nickelodeon and
PBS and that was it. Today the
young ones have a plethora of tube
entertainment to choose from. The
two classic channels are still
around, then there’s Fox Family,
ABC Family, NETV2, and the Car-
toon Network.

Why is that? (As long as the per-
son sitting next to me doesn’t smell,
it’s fine by me.) I think we don’t sit
directly by each other because we
are afraid of conversation. Very few
people engage in conversations
with people they don’t know. (And
conversations regarding the
weather do not count as actual con-
versations because no personal
information is exchanged.)

To simply state the facts: we
don’t converse with strangers be-
cause we are afraid. We are afraid
because we don’t know these
people. We don’t know these
people because we don’t converse
with them. And we certainly don’t
converse with strangers.

Grown-ups should stop teaching
children that talking to strangers is
bad. Finding yourself all alone with
a stranger is bad for little kids, but
talking isn’t. When I was a young-
ster I sat on an old man’s lap at a
restaurant because he looked sad.
I was about four, and it scared the

Where are these networks com-
ing from? Most of them are nearly
replicas of each other. USA and
TNT; ABC, NBC, and CBS; the
ESPNs and Fox; all of them are in-
credibly similar. Personally, I only
need one sports channel, one
sitcom channel, one movie chan-
nel, and one comedy channel. I
think we need to get custom cable
going. We get to choose what
channels we want, and the cable
company charges us for just those
channels.

Right now I’d be paying for over
70 channels when I only watch
about five of them. I would be pay-
ing 14 times less- that is, of course,
if I was paying for it. I guess if [
only want five channels I could just
get rid of the cable. Then I’d be
stuck with the local channels. But
how lame is it when your friends
come over and want to watch the
game or a new comedian?

pahjeezuz out of my parents. The
old man was really nice, about 80
years old, and said [ reminded him
of his daughter when she was my
age. My dad later told me that I prob-
ably made the old man’s day. I told
my dad that I didn’t make
anybody’s days, I just sat on an
old guy’s lap.

You don’t really have to sit on
the lap of an elderly person to make
strangers into people, just smile at
everybody. Then work your way
up to a wave. Or don’t. Just ignore
everyone in public. You know
what? No one will notice that you
are ignoring them because that’s
what everybody does. And that’s
not bad, or cruel, it’s just disap-
pointing. Dogs are better with
strangers than people are. When
dogs stumble upon a new dog in
the park, they bark or sniff the other
dog’s butt. You don’t have to sniff’
butts to make strangers into
people, you can just smile and call
it good.

the mind

“Uh...yea guys, I don’t have
cable. I'm too cheap to pay for 70
channels. The cable company
wouldn’t give me just five chan-
nels at a lower price, so I just didn’t
pay for any of it.”

That probably wouldn’t blow
over too well, and I would most
likely be left with my TV watching
either the evening news or white
and black fuzz race up and down
the screen. Always bet on black.

But maybe having some chan-
nels of fuzz would be better than
four home shopping channels, a
soap opera channel, two animal
channels, and Fox Sports. And
maybe it would be better than hav-
ing so many channels that I don’t
know what they all are or how many
there are. I know it would definitely
be better than turning to a channel
expecting to see SportsCenter
and finding animal mating rituals
instead.

ngh school education finally starts making a cartload of sense

Wallowing In
Thought

1 push carts.

It is not the most glamorous job
in the world, but I’'m not afraid to
admit it. Well, actually, the only rea-
son I can admit it is because you
have all already seen me pushing
carts. It seems almost everyone
within a ten-mile radius of Colum-
bus came to Wal-Mart over the
holiday season. If you were not one
of the 250,000 customers my store
greeted this year, then: (1) you own

a car and can drive to a city with
more than one actual department
store, or (2) all of your major pur-
chasing needs can be fulfilled at
the Dollar Tree.

Those of you with a little extra
change to spare can come and visit
me in the Wal-Mart parking lot. For
many people, seeing a cart pusher
(we preferred to be called
‘stockmen’ for our self-esteems’
sake) can be an eye-opening ex-
perience. Trudging behind a line
of twelve carts on a Friday
night, you may even bring your-
self to question, “How are they
capable of such humiliating
feats?”

The simple answer to that
question: physics. I don’t know
how I could get by each day with-
out it.

For years teachers have been
trying to convince me that the
things I'm learning in school will
eventually be needed in the work-
place. Then, like a minivan with an
unobservant driver, the importance
of school hit me. Before my very

eyes, what had once been a collec-
tion of carts coursing a curve be-
came centripetal force! When one
cart became detached while I was
turning the carts, it flew off in a
straight-line path tangent to the
point on the curve where the force
of my push left it! For a moment,
the discovery was so beautiful I

Then,

of school hit me.

almost lost my sense of reality.
Luckily, I recovered my senses just
in time to stop the stray cart from
colliding with an Oldsmobile
parked in the handicapped stall.
After that day, I have seen ex-
amples of subject material return-
ing in every aspect of my job. Ev-
ery angle I approached my job
from, I find some lesson from

like a minivan
with an unobservant
driver, the importance

school. I ask how the work done

on the carts related to the number -~

and speed of the carts, and what
causes the difference between elas-
tic and inelastic cart collisions?
Why is it that I get more tired push-
ing several carts at a low velocity
than a few carts at a very high ve-
locity? What causes the increase
in inertia of the cart when-
ever it is going in the wrong
direction?
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